LOVE: THE MARK OF SONSHIP

1 John 4:7-21

One of the distinguishing marks of sonship is love. If God is indeed our Father, we shall be like Him. God is love and true children of God cannot but reflect the nature of their Father. To love in the true sense of it is to know God and be born of Him (1 John 4:7,8,20,21).

It is impossible to love God and yet not love our neighbour who is created in the image of God (1 John 4:21,20).

REAL LAW

1 John 4:7; Matthew 22:35-40; Mark 12:28-31; Deuteronomy 6:4,5; Exodus 20:1-17; Leviticus 19:18; Luke 10:25-28; 

There are many commandments and laws in the scriptures. However LOVE is the REAL LAW that undergirds them all.

A lawyer directed a technical question at Jesus: “Master, which is the great commandment in the law” (Matthew 22:35,36; Mark 12:28). Christ’s answer is very revealing: The first and great commandment is to love God (Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:29-31; Deuteronomy 6:4,5; Exodus 20:1-10). The second and still great commandment is to love our neighbour (Matthew 22:39; Mark 12:; Leviticus 19:18; Exodus 20:12-17).

Christ’s answer essentially sums up as “Love God and love your neighbour”. Christ’s conclusion is: “On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 12:40); “There is NONE other commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:31).

Love is the pathway to eternal life (Luke 10:25-28). It is the evidence that we truly know God. It is the mark of our sonship: “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” (1 John 4:8). “and EVERYONE that loveth is born of God and knoweth God” (1 John 4:7).

RECIPROCATING LOVE

1 John 4:9,10,19; 5:3; 3:1; Romans 5:5-8; John 14:15,21,23,24,31; 15:10,14; 1 Peter 1:8; Ephesians 2:4,5; Deuteronomy 6:4,5; 10:12; 2 Thessalonians 3:5

“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10).

The love that we have for God is a reciprocating love. He FIRST loved us – “We love Him, because He FIRST loved us” (1 John 4:19).

It was God’s love that caused Him to undertake our redemption from slavery to sin and Satan. While we were yet sinners, God commended His love towards us (Romans 5:5-8).

God’s love is the CAUSE and our love for God is the EFFECT and not vice versa.

What does it really mean to love God? “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments: and His commandments are not grievous” (1 John 5:3). Obedience is always the proof of genuine love (John 14:15,21,23,24).

ROYAL LAW

James 2:8; Romans 13:8-10; 15:1,2; Exodus 20:11-17; Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy 10:19; Galatians 5:13,14; Matthew 22:39; 1 Thessalonians 3:12.

“If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well” (James 2:8). The law of love relating to our neighbour is called the royal law.

“Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law … therefore love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:8-10).

