LOVE: THE BADGE OF TRUE DISCIPLESHIP

John 13:35

Love is a word that conjures different meanings to different people. A young boy that fancies a young girl and will like to have a carnal knowledge of the girl says he is in love with her. The Bible calls that kind of sensual love by its proper name of lust. This is infatuation and it is sinful.

Generally love is an act of kindness. However divine love is an act of kindness done in righteousness. Love must be in both DEED and TRUTH (1 John 3:18; 2 John 1; 3 John 1; 1 Peter 1:22). An act of kindness done in falsehood and error is not the kind of love that the Bible speaks of. An act of kindness done in sin and unrighteousness is not the kind of Bible love.

Helping to impregnate your brother’s wife because your brother cannot function may seem like an act of kindness. However this is sin and evil from God’s viewpoint. This is not love from scriptural perspectives.

Divine love is the prescribed badge of true discipleship from Bible perspectives.

SAINTLY LOVE AS BADGE

John 13:34,35; 15:12; 1 John 3:14; 4:20,21; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 1 Peter 1:22; 4:8,9; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Galatians 5:13,14.

There are many physical labels that christians display on their cars and badges they wear on their persons that are good and beautiful. “Smile Jesus loves you”, “Holy Ghost Zone, no sinful act here”, “I am a king’s kid”, “Jesus is my Saviour” are just a few of these stickers, labels and badges.

People use them for identification purposes so that others will know that they are christians. This is alright in its place. However there is one singular, specific way that Jesus has established that true believers and disciples will be identified – the way of love – “By this shall ALL men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35).

Saintly love is meant to be the only valid badge of true discipleship. Any other form of identification falls short of God’s standard.

Beautiful singing is good. Solid preaching is alright. Dynamic praying is excellent. But these are not supposed to be the primary index of true discipleship. God’s love shed abroad in the heart but visibly manifest to the world is meant to be the way that ALL men are to recognize true disciples. Do you have this badge of saintly love?

SACRIFICIAL LOVE FOR BRETHREN

John 3:16; 10:11,15,17,18; 15:13; Romans 5:5,6,8; 1 John 3:16-18; 2 Samuel 10:11,12; 1 Samuel 18:4; Genesis 13:9; 1 Corinthians 10:24,33; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Philippians 2:4

Love is known by its motivation and action. Love is never passive, always active. Love is not an emotion. Love is a choice. We choose to love.

God so loved the world, He GAVE His Son to die for the world (John 3:16; 10:11,15; Romans 5:6,8). Love does not act from the stance of compulsion. Whatever love does is not forced but always a WILLING offering (John 10:11,15,17,18; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

If truly the love we possess is divine love shed abroad in the heart (Romans 5:5; Jude 21), that love will surely CONSTRAIN and move us to act (2 Corinthians 5:14).

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:16).

Christ’s love for us is sacrificial (John 3:16; 10:11,15,17,18; Romans 5:5,6,8). We are to love as Christ loved (John 13:34). Hence the saintly love we manifest should be sacrificial.

Talk is cheap but action is costly. God expects us to love in DEED and in TRUTH not just in word (1 John 3:18). True love must have a practical manifestation – ministering to the needs of others (1 John 3:17).

The man that cannot give of his physical materials and financial resources to help the needy can never lay down his life which far more precious for others!

SPIRITUAL LOVE IS BEST

1 Corinthians 12:31; 13:13; 14:1; Mark 12:30,31; Matthew 22:36-40; Luke 10:27; Romans 13:8-10; James 2:8.

There are many noble and non-negotiable qualities and virtues in the christian life – faith, hope, love etc. However love is the more excellent way (1 Corinthians 12:31; 13:13; 14:1). Love is the greatest of christian virtues. Love is the best (1 Corinthians 13:13).

Prophecies can fail. Tongues can cease. Knowledge can vanish away. But love never fails. It abides forever (1 Corinthians 13:8). Spiritual gifts without love is of no value in God’s sight (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). Love is the parent root of every one of the fruit of the Spirit.

Love is longsuffering, forbearing, never self-seeking, not easily provoked, never suspicious (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).

Love is the greatest commandment (Mark 12:30,31). It is the royal law (James 2:8). All the law and the prophets hang on love and it is the fulfilment of the law (Romans 13:10; Matthew 22:36-40).

LOVE DIVINE

1. Love divine, all love excelling,

Joy of heaven, to earth come down;

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling;

All Thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, Thou art all compassion,

Pure, unbounded love Thou art;

Visit us with Thy salvation;

Enter every trembling heart.

2. Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit

Into every troubled breast!

Let us all in Thee inherit,

Let us find that second rest.

Take away our bent to sinning;

Alpha and Omega be;

End of faith, as its beginning,

Set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, Almighty to deliver,

Let us all Thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never,

Never more Thy temples leave:

Thee we would be always blessing,

Serving as Thy hosts above,

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing,

Glory in Thy perfect love.

4. Finish then Thy new creation;

Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see Thy great salvation,

Perfectly restored in Thee:

Changed from glory into glory,

Till in heaven we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before Thee,

Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

