KEEPING SATAN OFF YOUR TERRITORY
There are pleasant people that we enjoy and like to be around us. Their presence alone brings some comfort and relief. Others are pests and a menace in any environment. Society detests them and they are therefore kept under house arrest to minimize their movement and thereby curtail their activities or they are permanently locked up in the prison.
In any territory where the devil is allowed to dock, disaster and sorrow are the regular tales. The devil is neither a good neighbour nor a gracious visitor. Wherever he visits, he leaves a trail of tears behind.

You must do everything in your power as revealed by the Lord in the scriptures to keep Satan off your territory.

SAINTLY RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE FAITHFUL

1 John 5:18; Numbers 23:19-23; 25:1-9; Daniel 6:20-22; Isaiah 54:14-17; 59:17; Philippians 3:9; Ephesians 6:14.
Holiness is the first and best spiritual insecticide to keep satanic pests, infection and invasion at bay. The total revelation of the scriptures is that righteousness gives us a bullet proof protection from the fiery darts and gunshots of the devil. It is to be well noted that putting on bullet proof vest does not stop the enemy from firing at us. That is not the purpose and function of bullet proof. The bullet proof protects us from the destructive impact of the shot. Similarly, the devil will still fire fiery darts at us – he did it to Job, Jesus, Paul and many others that lived before us. That is his stock in trade.

“We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not: but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not” (1 John 5:18).
Balaam could not cast a spell or enchantment on Israel as long as they were righteous (Numbers 23:19-23). However, the moment they went into sin, destruction followed (Numbers 25:1-9).
The sinners could not convict Jesus of sin (John 8:46). Pilate could not find any fault in him (John 19:4;-6; Luke 23:4,14). Satan couldn’t find any sin in His life (John 14:30). It was therefore impossible to attack Him (1 John 5:18).

Daniel claimed that God’s protection over him from the hungry lions was because of his innocence and righteousness (Daniel 6:20-22).

If we are also established in righteousness, we will be far from every form of satanic oppression, demonic fear and terror. No satanic weapon will work in our lives. No satanic gathering will succeed  in their plans against our life (Isaiah 54:14-17).

The righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees will not do (Matthew 5:20). That kind of righteousness provides no immunity from the attack of the devil. The righteousness we are taking about is the righteousness that heaven reckons with.
The self-righteousness of the sinner is like filthy rags before God as well as before the devil (Isaiah 64:6). It will not stand the test of battle and offers no shield against Satan’s fiery darts.

We need the righteousness is of faith, the righteousness that comes from God (Philippians 3:9). Get hold of the breastplate of righteousness which is part of the whole armour of God (Ephesians 6:14; Isaiah 59:17).

STEADFAST RESISTANCE IN FAITH

James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:7,8; Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4; Hebrews 11:32-34; Deuteronomy 28:7; 1 Samuel 17:45-51; 7:6-12; 11:5-12; Judges 15:14-16; 16:23,24; 7:22-25; 5:15-24.
“Resist the devil” is not an advice or a suggestion. It is a commandment with a specified outcome “and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).

We can never improve on God’s prescriptions. When we resist the devil STEADFAST in the faith, he has no other option but to flee (1 Peter 5:7,8).

The devil is not a gentleman and therefore understands only force and resistance. We need to keep the pressure on on the devil. We need to be on the offensive fighting the good fight of faith.

We can only confront the devil and win on the platform of faith. It is our shield of faith that can quench every fiery dart of the devil (Ephesians 6:16). Faith will win the victory every time (1 John 5:4).
With steadfast resistance in faith, we will always put to flight the devil and his entire army (Deuteronomy 28:7; 1 Samuel 17:45-51; 7:6-12; 11:5-12; Judges 15:14-16; 16:23,24; 7:22-25; 5:15-24; Hebrews 11:32-34).
SHARP REBUKE OF THE FOWLER

Matthew 16:23; Luke 4:8; Zechariah 3:1-5; Jude 9; 1 Samuel 17:43-47; Psalm 91:3; 124:7; Hosea 9:8; Mark 4:35-41.
Dialogue with the devil can only land a person in trouble. Remember the case of Eve (Genesis 3:1-6). There is no to need to hold a conversation with the devil.
When the devil comes with his dirty suggestions, sinister temptations, etc. a sharp rebuke in the name of the Lord will send him packing. “Get thee behind me, Satan” is the only language that the devil respects and answers to (Matthew 16:23; Luke 4:8; Zechariah 3:1-5; Jude 9). The devil is like a stubborn dog that only runs away after a loud and angry shout!

When the devil like Goliath shouts at you to intimidate you, like David, in the confidence of faith, shout back at the devil! (1 Samuel 17:43-47). You cannot negotiate at the devil’s table (1 Samuel 11:1-8).

The devil is like a fowler (a bird catcher) setting traps (Psalm 91:3; 124:7; Hosea 9:8). When you discover him setting traps, rebuke him sharply in the name of the Lord there and then. There is no point us lamenting that “an enemy hath done this” after his deadly trap has wounded or possibly killed another prey or victim.

When the devil brings a terrible storm into your life with the aim of capsizing your boat and destroying you, rise up in the confidence of faith and rebuke both the storm and the devil (Mark 4:35-41).

