JOSEPH: TURNING DISAPPOINTMENTS INTO GOD’S APPOINTMENTS

In the life of the believer: “all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). God can turn every disappointment to His appointments for our lives.

God turned the hostility surrounding Joseph into honour. He turned his bruises into blessings, his opposition into opportunity. God lifted him from the pit and the prison to the palace. God turned the evil that men programmed for his life into the instrument of his progress and promotion. The stumbling blocks in his pathway became stepping stones to achievement.

PERSECUTION FROM DESTRUCTIVE ANTAGONISTS

Genesis 37:18-20; Psalm 81:5,6; Nehemiah 2:19,20; 4:1-6; 6:1-9; 2 Timothy 3:12; Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Peter 4:12-16

An antagonist is someone who completely opposes the action of another, evoking hostility and enmity. This is a person who tends to neutralize the effectiveness or counteract the productivity of another. He or she is in essence a destructive adversary. Joseph suffered immense persecution from his brothers who turned to be destructive antagonists.

God gave Joseph noble dreams that heralded his future prospects (Genesis 37:5-11). The dreams were two signifying certainty and establishment (Genesis 41:26,28,32). Moreso Joseph was well favoured above his brothers (Genesis 37:3,4). Joseph’s prospects and favoured life aroused the envy and jealousy of his brothers (Genesis 37:11) and they nicknamed him “the dreamer” (Genesis 37:19).

They conspired together against him to kill him: “Come now therefore, and let us slay him … and we shall see what will become of his dreams”  (Genesis 37:18,20).

Eventually they changed their minds and sold him as a slave to the Ishmaelites who also sold him on to the Egyptians (Genesis 37:27,28,36).

Thus a chapter closed in Joseph’s life – he lost the affection of his father, the familiarity of his country, the prospects of his homeland and became a slave in a foreign land with a foreign language (Psalm 81:5,6).

PRESSURE FROM THE DEVIL’S AGENT

Genesis 39:7-20; 3:1-6; Judges 16:1-20; Revelation 2:20-23; Proverbs 7:6-27; 20:17; 6:26; James 1:12-15

Joseph got to Egypt and decided to make a fresh start. He was hard working and God’s presence was mighty in his life. He prospered and he rose quickly to be the head servant in Portiphar’s household (Genesis 39:1-6). Once life began to shine again on Joseph – favour, progress, promotion – another disappointment in life arose (Genesis 39:4,6).

Portiphar’s wife began to put pressure on Joseph to commit immorality with her (Genesis 39:7). Joseph refused giving his reasons (Genesis 39:8,9). However the pressure increased on a daily basis (Genesis 39:10).

Then the lady planned a coup to trap Joseph, sent all the servants on errand and left Joseph alone in the house. She now tried to force Joseph to yield to her pressure but Joseph fled (Genesis 39:11-13).

Joseph’s refusal to commit immorality with her was turned against him. She lied and fabricated another story that landed Joseph in the prison without been given a fair trial (Genesis 39:14-20).

Are you experiencing pressure from the devil’s agent? Never yield to the temptation (James 1:12-15). Adulteresses only hunt for the precious life. They are gold diggers (Proverbs 6:26). Don’t allow the dreams that God gave you to evaporate because of a few moments of immoral pleasure. Samson lost his anointing and power this way (Judges 16:1-20). Yet another chapter in Joseph’s life has closed again.

POSTSCRIPT OF THE DISAPPOINTING ASSOCIATE

Genesis 39:21-23; 40:14,23; 41:1; Proverbs 20:6; 10:26; 25:19; Psalm 12:1; 2 Timothy 4:16,17; Philemon 20,21

A postscript is an additional paragraph or remark usually at the end of a letter after the signature and introduced by “PS”.

One would have thought that Joseph was going to languish and die in prison, that the last chapter of his life has been written and that there was no hope. However God’s presence followed Joseph and he received new favours in the prison (Genesis 39:21-23).

The incident in the prison was like a postscript, an addition to Joseph’s stack of disappointments. He interpreted dreams for two of Pharaoh’s officers (Genesis 40:1-22).

Joseph made a request to Pharaoh’s chief butler: “But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house” (Genesis 40:14).

However the chief butler forgot Joseph as soon as he was released from prison and restored to service: “Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him” (Genesis 40:23). This lasted for another two years (Genesis 41:1).

PROMOTION AND DIVINE APPOINTMENT

Genesis 41:38-57; 49:22-26; 50:20; Daniel 6:4,16,28; Numbers 23:11; 24:10; Psalm 75:6,7; Judges 11:1-30

Pharaoh dreamt dreams but no one could interpret them (Genesis 41:1-8). This created the right opportunity for Joseph (Genesis 41:9-37). Joseph interpreted the dreams, gave counsel on what Pharaoh should do and was consequently appointed Prime Minister of Egypt (Genesis 41:38-57).

Joseph became a fruitful bough, the archers shot at him but did not prevail. He overcame every opposition and disappointment to get to the top. He went from the pit to the prison and finally to the palace (Genesis 49:22-26).

Joseph reflecting on the persecution of his antagonistic brothers said: “But as for you, ye thought evil against me: but meant it unto good” (Genesis 50:20).

God will use the activities of destiny quenchers to accelerate your progress as He did for Joseph, Daniel, Israel and many others (Daniel 6:4,16,28; Numbers 23:11; 24:10: Judges 11:1-30).

