JOINING AND RUNNING THE RIGHT RACE
Hebrews 12:1,2

The apostle was addressing a specific group of people –  “Wherefore seeing WE also…Let US lay aside… let US run with patience” (Hebrews 12:1). It is evident that there are other people outside this group. However, those who are enjoined to run the race with patience are those that are already part of this group. Unless we join the right team, we can never run the right race.
If you want to participate in a marathon, you need to join the marathon group. To join yourself to the swimming group is to forfeit running in the marathon.

Have you joined the right team? Are you part of the “US”. Have you joined the winning team or have you committed yourself to the losing crowd? Join our winning, victorious team. Come thou with us and we will do you good for the Lord has spoken good concerning us (Numbers 10:29).

LISTEN TO THE RIGHT MESSAGE

Hebrews 12:1; Genesis 41:55; 3:1-15; John 2:5; 10:27; Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; Romans 12:1,2; 13:14.
Some people that have joined the right group are not running the right race because they are not listening to the right instruction. They are running all the same but in the wrong direction and heading to a wrong destination because of obeying the wrong instruction.
Obedience is one of the hallmarks of the Christian race. Whatsoever He saith to you, do it (Genesis 41:55; John 2:5). However, obedience must be in the RIGHT direction for it to be profitable. Except we listen to the right message, our obedience can be counter-productive.

Some believers are listening to the wrong message – the Devil’s message which says: sin is o.k., there is nothing wrong with a little sin, a little compromise or a small lie will do nobody any harm, etc.

As a result of heeding these wrong messages, they have gone in the wrong direction running the Devil’s race and not God’s race. Adam and Eve obeyed the Devil’s new instruction rather than God’s old instructions. They went the pathway of curse and death (Genesis 3:1-15). If you are Christ’s sheep, you will hear His message and instruction (John 10:27).
Except we listen to the right message, we will never join the right race and will never run the right race.

Don’t listen to the evil report of the unbelieving spies. It will only cause you to be discouraged and to start preparing to go back to Egypt. Listen to the good report of Caleb and Joshua. It will spur you forward on your journey to the land flowing with milk and honey (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10).

Some may tell you that there is no use running the Christian race because we are all going to die like rats. That is the wrong message. Stop listening to these wrong messages.

Heaven is our goal. The right message is “Let us run with patience”, “Let us go up at once to possess it”, “Yield your body a living sacrifice unto God”, “Make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Hebrews 12:1; Numbers 13:30; Romans 12:1,2; 13:14).
LAY ASIDE REBELLIOUS MIND

Hebrews 12:1; Judges 14:1-3,7; 16:1,4; 1 Kings 11:1-10; Nehemiah 13:26; Songs of Solomon 2:15; Genesis 35:1-7; Matthew 5:29,30; 18:8,9; Mark 9:43-48.
Those who compete in races are always smartly and lightly dressed. Flowing garments will hinder their progress as the air drag will work against them. The extra weight from every unessential object or item that they put on will give them a higher inertia and hence slow down their speed. Wise athletes always shed excess weight.

“Let us lay aside EVERY weight, and the sin which doth SO EASILY beset us” (Hebrews 12:1).
(1) Lay aside EVERY weight

It is not sufficient to lay aside most of the weights and then leave some that are either personally difficult or gives us some special kind of satisfaction. We must lay aside EVERY weight. The weight we refuse to lay aside will sink us.
(2) Lay aside THE SIN which doth SO EASILY besets

At conversion we have repented of our sins. However, some sins and sinful habits have so much attached themselves to us in the past that they have become almost second nature. These are the PECULIAR and PARTICULAR sins that SO EASILY beset and we must make concerted effort by the grace of God to do away with them – Gossip, talkativeness, loose relationship with the opposite sex, seducing men with revealing clothes, etc. Remember Samson! The sin of lust and infatuation which doth so easily beset him was his undoing (Judges 14:1-3,7; 16:1,4). Remember Solomon! His inordinate affection for women led him astray despite his celebrated wisdom (1 Kings 11:1-10; Nehemiah 13:26).  Anointing and wisdom are no substitutes to laying aside! These sins are like little foxes that will destroy the tender vine (Songs of Solomon 2:15).
(3) It is your responsibility to lay them aside

It is not God’s responsibility to take away those weights and sins from you. You have to lay them aside, surrender the sinful habits, do away with the rebellious mind, terminate the indulgent lifestyle, throw away the worldly dressing and bury them under the oak in Shechem (Genesis 35:1-7). Pluck out the offending right eye. Cut off the offending hand (Matthew 5:29,30; 18:8,9; Mark 9:43-48).
LOOK UNTO OUR ROLE MODEL

Hebrews 12:2; 6:12; 13:7; Philippians 3:17; 4:9; 1 Corinthians 11:1; 4:16; Acts 20:35; 1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6.
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).
The pace, direction and style of our running will be dependent upon who our role model is. Your role model will influence your life and lifestyle – your haircut or hairdo, dressing, taste, pursuits, focus, priorities, etc.

Rather than make unbelievers your role model. Follow the examples of people like Paul, Peter, Moses, Caleb, Joshua etc. (Hebrews 6:12; 13:7; Philippians 3:17; 4:9; 1 Corinthians 11:1; 4:16; Acts 20:35).

However, the best of men are still men at their very best. Jesus is our perfect example. He is the perfect role model for the believer. Look unto Jesus. Follow His example (1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6). 
