JEPHTHAH: MINING GOLD FROM BROKEN DREAMS

Judges 11:1-33; 12:7

Are you confronted with shattered dreams and failed hopes? You don’t have to languish in the ashes of defeat. You can rise and turn the scene of your broken dreams into a gold mine.

Countless individuals have mined gold from their broken dreams and their examples should spur us on in our quest to succeed in life. Paul Galvin and Clarence E. Birdseye mined gold from their broken dreams.

Paul Galvin at the age of 33 had failed twice in business. He attended an auction of his own storage battery business. With his last $750, he bought back the battery eliminator portion of it. That part became MOTOROLA. Upon his retirement in the 1960’s, he said, “Do not fear mistakes. You will know failure. Continue to reach out”.

In 1924 Clarence E. Birdseye lost all of his money – everything he had, even the money borrowed on his life insurance – when his frozen food business failed. However he believed there was a market in frozen food. He started over with $7 and borrowed a corner of a friend’s ice plant for his experiments. Then five years later he sold out his frozen food company for $22,000,000. Retire? Not Birdseye. He went on to secure more than 250 US and foreign patents. In 1945 he came out with still another tremendous discovery in the food-processing field.

THE PAIN OF PATERNAL REJECTION

Judges 11:1-3; Psalm 30:5; Genesis 26:12-31; 37:1-28; Exodus 2:14,15; 1 Samuel 8:1-5; 12:1-5; 10:26,27; 11:12-14; John 1:11; 19:15,37.

Jephthah was born to Gilead through an immoral relationship with a nameless harlot. Since Jephthah was not responsible for the circumstances of his birth, he put it behind him and entertained hopes of becoming an heir in his father’s house (Judges 11:1).

However the circumstances of his birth came back to hunt him. His half brothers rejected him calling him a bastard: “they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father’s house; for thou art the son of a strange woman” (Judges 11:2).

Jephthah’s hopes of an inheritance in his father’s house were thus dashed to pieces. Confronted with dashed hopes, failed ambitions and broken dreams as well as surrounded by hostile family members, “Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob” (Judges 11:3).

Rejection is never sweet but don’t allow it to sting you into defeat and surrender. Let it be like a stimulant that will raise your passion for success.

Colonel Sanders was rejected a thousand and six times (1006) over his business idea by different people and organisations. However he kept on going until he found a collaborator. That business proposition has become Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) today – a very successful business venture.

Determine to mine gold from your broken dreams and countless rejections. Never give up. Keep on keeping on. There is always a silver lining behind every cloud. The morning of joy will follow the night of sorrow (Psalm 30:5). Others like Joseph and Isaac have faced hostility and rejections (Genesis 26:12-31; 37:1-28; Exodus 2:14,15).

The single most important difference between champion achievers and average people is their ability to handle rejection and failure 

– Tom Hopkins.

THE POWER OF PERSONAL RESOLVE

Judges 11:1,3; 1 Samuel 22:1,2; 30:10; 2 Samuel 23:8-39; Hebrews 6:12; Genesis 32:24-30; Luke 15:17-20

Driven from his father’s house, Jephthah had no opportunity to live a normal life, yet he pressed on. He had no opportunity to be educated, yet he resolved to be somebody. There is great power in personal resolve.

Irrespective of the circumstances of your birth, the hostility of the people that surround you, the lack of opportunities where you dwell, the various difficulties that confront you, the impossible tasks that lie ahead of you, success in life depends much on the power of your personal resolve.

Men may call you a nobody, resolve to be somebody. People may tag you a zero, resolve to be a hero. Resolve to turn your:

· Mistakes into miracles

· Mess into message

· Tests into testimonies

· Trials into triumphs

· Battles into breakthroughs

· Bruises into blessings

· Obstacles into opportunities

· Poverty into prosperity
Not knowing anybody, Jephthah gathered unto himself a bunch of worthless nobodies like himself in the present state: “and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out with him” (Judges 11:3).

Jephthah began to train these worthless nobodies. He started to develop their innate abilities. He utilized the same strategy and method that David used to turn nobodies into achievers and mighty men of valour (1 Samuel 22:1,2; 30:10; 2 Samuel 23:8-39). Jephthah developed himself to be a mighty man of valour (Judges 11:1). He developed his men into an unbeatable team. In their various trainings and adventures, they learned and perfected the art of war. They became professional warriors, an unbeatable and formidable group.

Is life tough on you today? Don’t give up. Winners never quit and quitters never win. Develop yourself for future opportunities. Make a personal resolve to go from nothing to something, to rise from the pit to the palace, to go from the prison of defeat to the platform of dominion.

The scriptures abound with examples of those who by the power of personal resolve mapped their way to victory (Genesis 32:24-30; Luke 15:17-20). Follow their example (Hebrews 6:12).

THE POSSIBILITIES IN THE PEOPLE’S REQUEST

Judges 11:4-11,32,33; 12:7; 8:22,23; 1 Samuel 11:12-15; 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 19:9-15; Genesis 26:28-31; 50:18-20.

Now that Jephthah has turned himself from a nobody to a somebody, from a zero to a hero, people could recognize his worth. He was no longer a worthless nobody to be pushed around, he was a force to reckon with in the community, an individual whose services are to be sought after. The people that surrounded him were no longer “vain men”, they have become mighty warriors that are dependable.

“And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob: and they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight with the children of Ammon” (Judges 11:5,6).

Now that war was in the air, crisis was looming, the nation recognized Jephthah’s worth. They sent for him to captain them to the war. Jephthah reproved them for ejecting him from his father’s house and yet seeking his help and assistance when they are now in distress. He refused to captain them in war time if he could not be their head in peace time. The people accepted his terms and made him both captain and head (Judges 11:7-11).

He forgot the rejections of the past and accepted the present challenge. He went out with them, fought the battle, won the victory and became their leader (Judges 11:32,33; 12:7). Don’t dwell on the injuries of the past. Accept the present challenge and ride the wave to victory and achievement.

Jephthah rose to the very top in this way. There were possibilities for him in the people’s request. Doors of opportunity will always open for those that are prepared. Develop yourself!

