ISHBIBENOB: RETALIATING FOR THE CHAMPION

2 Samuel 21:15-17
The death of Goliath was like an encore. You cannot kill an enemy because his son becomes your new enemy. So also with the case of Goliath. Goliath’s children and relations later raised up their ugly heads against David and the nation of Israel.

Goliath’s children are far more dangerous and more deadly than their father. Ishbibenob was the deadliest who came close to eliminating David and thereby quenching the light of Israel.

Ishbibenob means dweller on the mount or my dwelling place is on a height. He was a Philistine giant, one of the sons of Goliath of Gath, who changed tactics and strategy and by this could have caused untold havoc for the children of Israel. It was as if he was bent on revenging and avenging the death of his father in the hands of David.

NEW STRATEGY OF THE REBELS

2 Samuel 21:15; 5:17-25; 1 Kings 20:23-30; 2 Kings 6:8-23; Numbers 22:6; 25:1-9; 1 Chronicles 21:1-30; Nehemiah 2:19; 4:1-3; 6:1-12.
The Philistines were more or less eternal enemies of Israel. They had wars with Israel from generation to generation. Samson killed many of them in his time (Judges 14:19; 15:15,16; 16:28-30). David killed Goliath of Gath in his youth and thereby helped Israel to subdue the Philistines (1 Samuel 17). However now “the Philistines had yet war again with Israel” (2 Samuel 21:15).

However it seems that the Philistines evolved a new strategy. In former times, Goliath confronted Israel alone while the other Philistines watched in the background. When Goliath fell, they ran away (1 Samuel 17:51).

In this new battle, no giant assumed the air of superiority and boasting. The giants just mixed with the crowd and they set the battle in array. It was a new strategy since the death of Goliath.

If Ishbibenob had done what Goliath did, David or any other of his mighty men would have been very fresh and strong to confront and slay the giant with relative ease as David did Goliath. But now they wanted David and his mighty men to fight and be exhausted before they will strike. This is the same strategy that boxers use. They wear out their opponent over many boxing rounds before choosing a particular round to home in and strike.
We must always be prepared when the enemy changes tact and enacts a new strategy (2 Samuel 5:17-25; 1 Kings 20:23-30; 2 Kings 6:8-23; Numbers 22:6; 25:1-9; 1 Chronicles 21:1-30; Nehemiah 2:19; 4:1-3; 6:1-12).

NEW SPEAR AND REDUCED

2 Samuel 21:16; Judges 7:1-25; 1 Samuel 14:6; 13:19-22; 2 Chronicles 26:14,15; 32:5; 14:11; Luke 16:8.
Goliath’s spear weighed 600 shekels of iron (1 Samuel 17:7). However the spear of Ishbibenob weighed 300 shekels of brass (2 Samuel 21:16). It was evidently a new spear made of a new material and also of reduced weight.
Did Ishbibenob think the former spear of Goliath was too heavy and inefficient? Did he research to arrive at the new weight and material? The children of this world are wiser in their generation than the children of the kingdom (Luke 16:8). They are busy refining their weapons of war, forging new weapons, inventing new weapons, bringing to life novel ammunitions to use against the righteous.

When the battle is fierce, they can dispense with a large army and go into combat with a few handpicked soldiers who constitute a crack squad like Gideon’s 300 (Judges 7:1-25; 1 Samuel 14:6; 2 Chronicles 14:11).
NEW SWORD AS REPLACEMENT

2 Samuel 21:16; 1 Kings 20:20-26; 2 Kings 3:26,27; 1 Samuel 13:19-22; 2 Chronicles 26:14,15; 32:5; Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12.
Goliath lost his sword to David (1 Samuel 17:51,54; 21:8,9; 22:10). However Ishbibenob was “girded with a new sword” (2 Samuel 21:16). This was meant to be a replacement for the sword of Goliath which was lost to David.

Just as the sword of Goliath would have been used to kill David if Goliath had succeeded, so also this new sword of Ishbibenob would have been used to kill David as well if Abishai had not come to David’s rescue.

The enemy is bent on replacing every lost weapon, if possible with better and more efficient ones (1 Kings 20:20-26; 2 Kings 3:26,27). The battle is becoming fiercer by the day. We must not rest because we have captured the enemy’s weapons. We must stay alert to the possibility of the enemy developing new weapons (1 Samuel 13:19-22; 2 Chronicles 26:14,15; 32:5).

Replace the old fleshly, carnal, inefficient sword with the new sword of the Spirit in order to fight and win all the time (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12).

NEAR SLAYING OF THE RIGHTEOUS

2 Samuel 21:16,17; Genesis 37:19,20; Psalm 64:4; Judges 9:1-7; 1 Kings 22:31-33; Acts 21:30-36; 23:12-35; 2 Timothy 4:17,18; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Psalm 22:21.
After a long and drawn fight, “David waxed faint” and the giant saw this as his opportunity to strike. Now that David had grown weary from exhaustion, Ishbibenob “thought to have slain David” (2 Samuel 21:16).
It was as if he wanted to retaliate the death of Goliath his father and former champion of the Philistines who was slain by David. He wanted to finish the work that Goliath started. No other Israelite was important to Ishbibenob, David the light of Israel was his primary target and he almost succeeded.

However Abishai the son of Zeruiah helped David “and smote the Philistine, and killed him” (2 Samuel 21:17).

This battle marked the end of David’s career as a soldier for his people declared “Thou shalt go no more out with us to battle, that thou quench not the light of Israel” (2 Samuel 21:17).

The goal of the giants is to quench the light of Israel and to slay the righteous (Genesis 37:19,20; Psalm 64:4; Judges 9:1-7; 1 Kings 22:31-33; Acts 21:30-36). The giants are like wicked lions and the Lord will deliver us from the mouth of the roaring lion (2 Timothy 4:17,18; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Psalm 22:21).
