ISAAC: TURNING DESERTS INTO FRUITFUL GROUND

It is a tragedy when men turn fruitful grounds into barren deserts. However this unfortunate situation has been replicated in so many lives. Satan went from being the best of the best (God’s archangel) to being the worst of the worst (God’s archenemy). Naomi and Lot went from FULNESS to EMPTINESS (Ruth 1:19-21; Genesis 13:6; 19:16). Nigeria has gone from a nation whose citizens were noted for their wealth and affluence as their reluctance to stay in foreign countries to a nation beset by poverty and whose citizens are self-declared refugees even in most appalling of conditions.

However it is glorious when we can turn deserts into fruitful ground, when we start as zero and end up a hero, when we triumph over life’s adversities and have dominion. What a beautiful day when we break through the fog of our circumstances to radiate sunshine to all around us, when we turn hopeless situations around to bring life and hope to all and sundry.

The life of Isaac has a lot to teach us on how to turn barren deserts into fruitful ground, crooked paths into access roads, thorny byways into highway of blessings.

GOD’S PLACE OF APPOINTMENT

Genesis 26:1-3; Ruth 1:19-21; Genesis 13:6; 19:16; 1 Kings 17:1-24; Matthew 26:32; John 21:1-17; Acts 18:9-11; Joshua 1:3-5; 10:40.

There was famine in the land of Canaan and Isaac decided to go to Egypt to sojourn. God stopped him along the way and told him to stay where he was – Gerar of the Philistines (Genesis 26:1-3).

Although Gerar itself was affected by the famine, God told Isaac to sojourn there (Genesis 26:3). Does it mean that God doesn’t care for Isaac? How will he survive as well as his family? These are the questions that bother and burden the mind of the faithless.

Gerar was God’s place of appointment for Isaac and he will do well for him to stay in Gerar irrespective of the famine and the seeming disadvantage.

What determines whether we prosper in a place or not is not primarily the abundance and the opportunities in the place but whether the place is God’s place of appointment for us.

Moab was not God’s place of appointment for Elimelech and his family. Despite the abundance there, Elimelech didn’t survive. The family went into Moab FULL but left Moab EMPTY (Ruth 1:19-21).

Sodom was not God’s place of appointment for Lot. He experienced enemy invasion, raid and war. He went into Sodom FULL but left EMPTY (Genesis 13:6; 19:16).

Despite that Moab and Sodom looked prosperous, both families never partook of the abundance. We can be in the midst of plenty and abundance and still die of lack and poverty if where we are is not God’s place of appointment for us.

When we are in God’s place of appointment, our needs will always be met even if miraculously like Elijah by brook Cherith, resources will always be multiplied for our benefit like Elijah at Zarephath (1 Kings 17:1-24). Be at the RIGHT PLACE at the RIGHT TIME doing the RIGHT THING. This is the way to achievemnet. Are you in Galilee (right place) at the right time but fishing (wrong activity) instead of looking for the Lord? (Matthew 26:32; John 21:1-17).

GLORIOUS PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT

Genesis 26:4-14; 2 Chronicles 15:7; 26:5-10; Joshua 1:3-5; 10:40; Job 8:7; Isaiah 60:22; Proverbs 13:11; Acts 18:9-11.

Although a few incidents happened in Gerar that led to Isaac lying because of his lack of complete confidence in the Lord, Isaac in the main rested his faith and fate in the Lord (Genesis 26:4-10).

Because Gerar was God’s place of appointment for Isaac, a few things came to Isaac’s advantage:

(1) God granted him the protection and favour of the king (Genesis 26:11)

(2) Isaac was provided land for farming (Genesis 26:12)

(3) Isaac was given seeds for sowing (Genesis 26:12)

“Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the Lord blessed him” (Genesis 26:12).

Despite the famine and extensive drought, Isaac sowed and received a miraculous, supernatural harvest. The Philistines also sowed but didn’t receive the kind of harvest that Isaac received.

Isaac “waxed great, and went forward and grew until he became very great: … and the Philistines envied him” (Genesis 26:13,14).

When we are in God’s place of appointment, glorious progress and outstanding achievement will be our lot. We will turn every desert into fruitful ground. Evil arrows of famine are changed into good quivers of fulness. Your compulsory and externally imposed fasting turns into continual and internally generated feasting. Crooked paths will turn into access roads. Dying embers of victory will be fanned into blazing fires of conquest. Insignificant breeze will turn into strong wind that can stop River Jordan in its path.

GREAT PERSECUTION FROM ANTAGONISTS

Genesis 26:14-22; 37:1-20; Daniel 6:1-28; Galatians 4:29; 1 Corinthians 16:9; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; Romans 15:22,29

Promotion and progress always invite envy (Genesis 26:14). The moment Isaac began to prosper even more than the sons of the soil, hostility arose. Great persecution arose from antagonists. These antagonists were even able to evil affect the mind of the king that had been kind and favourable to Isaac before (Genesis 26:15-17).

The antagonists desecrated as well as decimated Isaac’s inheritance (Genesis 26:15,18-22). The ones they couldn’t destroy, they took from him forcefully (Genesis 26:18-22).

Every person that is expecting divine promotion should be ready for satanic persecution. Success in spiritual work will invite satanic hindrance and opposition (1 Corinthians 16:9; 1 Thessalonians 2:18). Promotion in secular employment will stir the anger of satanic agents (Daniel 6:1-28). Even just a glimpse of our potential can set destiny quenchers in motion (Genesis 37:1-20). Isaac the promised seed was persecuted by Ishmael the fruit of the flesh (Galatians 4:29).

GOD’S PRESENCE FOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Genesis 26:26-31; 39:1-6,21-23; 2 Chronicles 26:5-10; Joshua 1:5-8; Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5,6; Psalm 118:6-9; 23:5

Isaac was so sure of himself and His God. He never fought the Philistines. When they destroyed his inheritance, he never retaliated. When they forcefully took his wells, he left them to dig others until they were tired of their wicked activities (Genesis 26:18-22).

When they drove him away from their land, Isaac never fought but peacefully left (Genesis 26:16,17,22,23).

God assured Isaac of His presence and blessing irrespective of the hostility of the Philistines (Genesis 26:24,25). God’s blessings upon our life are not dependent on the attitude of people towards us. God blesses us inspite of their love or their hatred. God can still prepare a table before us in the presence of our enemies (Psalm 23:5).

The Philistines farmed the land that they drove Isaac away from but didn’t get the same kind of yield. That made them to conclude that Isaac’s prosperity was the result of God’s presence in his life (Genesis 26:26-31). This resulted in the digging of another fruitful well (Genesis 26:32,33).

God’s presence in our life will always lead to accomplishments. Whether we are in the prison or on a desert we will be fruitful. Whether we are servants or bosses, we will always prosper (Genesis 39:1-6,21-23).

