INDISPENSABLE FOUNDATIONS FOR CREATING WEALTH
In any successful venture in life, the foundation we lay is very important. Nothing significant can be achieved if the foundation is faulty, weak or destroyed (Psalm 11:3).

Foundations are in various categories and of different strengths. Foundations are laid with the superstructure in mind. A foundation that is adequate for a bungalow will be inadequate for a 25-storey skyscraper. It is a waste of time, effort and resources to erect a foundation that can support a 100,000 capacity stadium only to end up building a 25-car garage on it.

The nature of your foundation will determine the level of your achievement. Strong and deep foundations make way for tall and massive superstructures.

Creating wealth is no different. The stronger and deeper the foundations, the easier to create wealth and the greater the amount of wealth that can be created.

OWNERSHIP OF THE FUNDS

Psalm 24:1; 50:10-12; 115:16; Job 11:1; 1 Corinthians 10:26; 4:7,1,2; 2 Corinthians 4:1,2; James 1:17; 1 Timothy 6:17; John 1:16; 1 Peter 4:10; Luke 16:10-12; 12:20,48; 19:12-27.
One of the most important foundations to erect concerns ownership of the funds. Is it your money or God’s money? The true believer acknowledges the divine ownership of all things – life, time, money, children, etc. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness of it including the people populating the earth (Psalm 24:1; 50:10-12; Job 11:1; 1 Corinthians 10:26).

What we have has been given to us by God (Psalm 115:16; James 1:17; 1 Timothy 6:17; 1 Corinthians 4:7; John 1:16; Deuteronomy 15:6,10).

We are therefore stewards of God’s resources. We are trustees of kingdom resources (1 Peter 4:10; Luke 16:10-12; 12:20,48; 19:12-27). Unless this is our position, we have not laid the proper foundation for creating wealth – God’s way!

ORGANISATION OF THE FINANCES

Luke 15:11-14,30; 14:28-33; Isaiah 55:2; Proverbs 21:20; 16:32; 10:22; 1 Timothy 5:8; Ecclesiastes 10:19; 11:1,4; Matthew 13:1-8,23.
Another important foundation to be laid before the process of wealth creation can begin is the organization of the finances. Disorganization and shiftlessness are responsible for much of the poverty in the world today.

Organizing our finances includes budgeting, fiscal tightening, planning financial objectives, having financial goals, saving, investing, etc.

Budgeting does not create money but helps us in wisely and efficiently disbursing it. Nations have budgets, companies have budgets. Individuals and families need to have budgets. Budgeting helps us to see where we can cut costs and thereby utilize our resources more efficiently and in areas of higher priority.

We can plan for children’s education, buying a house, and retirement if Jesus tarries. Our financial objectives will lead to how to save and how much to save, where and when to invest, etc.

The more organized we are with our finances, the more wealth we can create.

OPPORTUNITY AND FORESIGHT

Deuteronomy 8:18; Hosea 2:8-12; Ecclesiastes 5:19; 6:2; Joel 2:19; Ezekiel 36:29,30; John 1:16; Psalm 23:5; 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 2:12,13.
The creation of wealth is both a gift and a talent. It is God that gives us the power to get wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18; Hosea 2:8-12; Ecclesiastes 5:19; 6:2; Joel 2:19; Ezekiel 36:29,30; John 1:16).

God creates opportunity for the believer to create wealth. Even in the most barren of lands and the most disappointing of circumstances, wealth and abundance can be found (Genesis 26:1-13; Luke 5:1-7; John 21:1-15; Matthew 17:24-27).

However many believers fritter away their opportunities. They either refuse to sow seeds during the planting season and therefore have nothing when the harvest comes or they sleep in harvest and the whole harvest is wasted (Jeremiah 8:20; Proverbs 10:4,5; 6:6-11; 20:13).

When God creates for you an open door, you need to resist every satanic distraction that will take you away from the place of opportunity (2 Corinthians 2:12,13). We need to realize that God can set a table before us in the presence of our enemies. If we are wise, we can still make the best of the opportunity (Psalm 23:5; 1 Corinthians 16:9).

God expects the believer to have foresight and to walk wisely (). Foresight will enable us to plan for the future, start saving and investing early so that time and compound interest can help us reach our financial goals.
OBEDIENCE AND FOCUS

Hebrews 6:12; James 5:7; Isaiah 1:19,20; Deuteronomy 30:15,19; 28:1,2; Luke 11:28; Jeremiah 6:16,17; Matthew 7:24-27; 1 Kings 20:39,40.
Inheriting the promises of God requires faith and patience (Hebrews 6:12). The farmer waits for several years for an orange tree to grow to maturity before he can have the hope of eating fruit from it. The Bible says that the farmer has LONG patience (James 5:7). Most people fall short of God’s abundance because they are impatient. Ten years is like an eternity to them.
It is one thing to be taught the basics of investing, it is another thing to be obedient. However, it is only by willingness to listen and practical obedience that we can eat the fruit of the land (Isaiah 1:19,20; Deuteronomy 30:15,19; 28:1,2; Luke 11:28).
The conditions are not always good in farming. There is sunshine, rain, storm, wind, locust, draught, etc. However, the farmer is not moved by the circumstances, he is focused on what he is doing and ultimately reaps a bountiful harvest. Irrespective of what is going on, we need to be disciplined and focused. Don’t be busy ere and there. Don’t follow the crowd. Have a game plan and work according to that plan.
.
