HASTEN TO BE LOOSED!

Isaiah 51:11-14

Many people have lived so long with their bondage that they have already assumed it has to be forever a part of their existence. They have devised ways of coping with the bondage.

However no matter what it will cost you, God is telling you to hasten to be loosed! Bondage is not bandage. Bandage is applied for the purpose of bringing relief, bondage can only serve to increase our pain. Bondage is never sweet and the wisest thing to do is get out as fast as possible and as soon as possible. Hasten to be loosed!

COMFORT FOR THE FAINTING

Isaiah 51:12,3; 40:1; 61:2; 66:13; Zechariah 1:17; Matthew 9:22; John 11:19; Acts 9:31; 2 Corinthians 1:3,4; 2 Thessalonians 2:17

“I, even I, am He that comforteth you” (Isaiah 51:12). It was as if the people were discouraged, sorrowful, fainting and hopeless. They have been so overwhelmed by the surrounding problem, persecution, and captivity that they couldn’t see an end to their troubles. They have even lost hope of ever experiencing joy and comfort. However God assured them that He was the one to comfort them and this is sure to be real.

Whatever man promises cannot be guaranteed. What the world gives is fleeting and ephemeral. More often than not, vain is the help of man (Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13). The kind of comfort and peace that God gives is completely different from the one that the world gives (John 14:27; 16:33).

Are you fainting because of your many problems? Are you sorrowful because your situation seems to be getting worse every passing day? God has declared that He, even He, is the one that comforts you. Will you accept His lasting, effectual comfort?

COURAGE FOR THE FEARFUL

Isaiah 51:13; 41:14; Romans 8:31,33; Hebrews 13:5,6; Joshua 1:5; 1 Chronicles 28:20; Psalm 118:6; 2 Kings 6:15-17.

“Who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass; …” (Isaiah 51:13).

Here God is challenging the fearful and those already intimidated by the tyrannous oppressor. How can you be so afraid of mere mortal and forget God? He is only a man that shall die like a rat and wither like grass.

“and has feared CONTINUALLY EVERY DAY because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? And where is the fury of the oppressor?” (Isaiah 51:13).

How can you be in perpetual fear? How can you allow yourself to be paralysed by the fury of the oppressor? He may brag that he will destroy you but when the Spirit of God lifts up a standard against the enemy, where will be his boasting? Where indeed will be the fury of the oppressor? It will be of no significance. It is silenced and muzzled like the raging storm on the sea (Mark 4:35-41; Isaiah 59:19).

Are you fearful? Be courageous because God is for you and this makes the fighting of the enemy a non-event! (Romans 8:31,33).

Do you see yourself as a worm that is helpless and will soon be swallowed up by the rummaging hen? God has promised to help you (Psalm 22:6; Isaiah 41:14).

CERTAINTY OF FREEDOM

Isaiah 51:14,11; 49:24-26; 61:1-3; Luke 4:18; Jeremiah 50:33,34; Acts 10:38; Psalm 23:1; Philippians 4:19

Israel at this time was referred to as “captive exile”. There were three things upon their mind:

(1) To be free “hasteneth that he may be loosed”
(2) To stay alive “that he should not die in the pit”
(3) Not to starve “nor that his bread should fail”
God started the passage with a guarantee and certainty of this freedom: “Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion …” (Isaiah 51:11).

There is the certainty of freedom for the lawful captive and liberty for the prey of the mighty (Isaiah 49:24-26). Deliverance is certain for the captive exile (Luke 4:18; Isaiah 61:1-3; Jeremiah 50:33,34; Acts 10:38).

You will not die in Satan’s prison. You will not perish in the devil’s pit of affliction and oppression. God will pull you out of the terrible pit just like He rescued Jeremiah (Jeremiah 38:6-13).

Your bread will not fail. You will not beg. You will not lack. The Lord will be your shepherd and meet your every need (Psalm 23:1; Philippians 4:19).

This is your opportunity to be free. God is willing and ready to set you free. He has told you not to be afraid of man that shall die. What are you still doing in bondage? Hasten to be loosed! Why linger a second longer in captivity? Hasten to be loosed! Have you lived so long with your yoke that you have got used to it and grown to like it? Hasten to be loosed!

