HANDLING THE STORMS OF LIFE
Mark 4:35-41

When God sends storms across your life because of disobedience like Jonah, only repentance can bring calm (Jonah 1:1-17; Daniel 4:27).

However, when the storms of life beset your ship, your ship does not have to capsize or be wrecked. You can triumph over every turbulence and survive the worst of damaging storms.

Just as there are the hurricanes Francis and Jeane of this world, there are storms that rock the boat of life. However, the believer can have the victory.

Life is not always predictable and stable. Storms are part of life. Today’s storms do not necessarily have to destroy tomorrow’s hopes. The way we respond to and handle the storms of life and the battles that confront us will determine where we end up in life – whether in the sands or in the stars, in the valley as a victim or on the mountain as a master, ruined in the prison or reigning in the palace, dejected in the shadows or delighted in the sunshine, financially burst or materially buoyant, poor or prosperous, hopeless or hopeful, defeated on enjoying dominion.
EXPECTING TURBULENCE AND STORMS

Mark 4:35-41; John 16:33; Acts14:22; Exodus 5:1-23; 10:28,29; 12:31,32; Genesis 37:20; 40:15; 41:51,52; 50:20.
No amount of prayer can shield us from the turbulence and storms of life. They are bound to come. The wisest thing we can do is to have a strategy in place to combat them when they do come. It is never a case of if they do come but when they do come for they will surely come.

Jumbo jets are built to withstand turbulence and weather storms. The designers don’t pray that there won’t be turbulence and therefore design jets that can’t weather storms. They know it is only a matter of time. In the course of a jet’s lifetime, it will come into turbulent situations. They therefore design the jets to withstand great storms.

Our lives have to be built and programmed this way. We don’t go around searching for storms. However, we are built to withstand them when they do come.

(1) The fact that we are obeying God, in the path of heavenly duty does not mean that we will not experience storms (Mark 4:35-37).

(2) The fact that Jesus is in our ship does not mean that the storms of life will not come (Mark 4:35-38).

(3) The storms that come will always be in proportion to the blessings and victory ahead (Mark 4:35,37; 5:1-20). The greater the ministry ahead, the greater the opposition we are bound to encounter. The greater the victory ahead, the greater the satanic hindrance we are likely to experience.

(4) Great storms always arise as we are about to “pass over unto the other side” (Mark 4:35,37). It is always darkest just before dawn. Israel’s greatest oppressions and afflictions were just before the paasover and the Exodus (Exodus 5:1-23; 10:28,29; 12:31,32). Joseph’s situation in prison was the worst just before he got to the palace in Egypt (Genesis 37:20; 40:15; 41:51,52; 50:20).
Today’s terrible storms may be indicators of great victories ahead that the devil wants to fight so that you never enjoy them. Keep on fighting the good fight of faith. Beyond the storm is a glorious ministry of deliverance to the demoniac of Gadara.
Are you preparing to pass over unto the other side of joy, peace, fulfillment, abundance, opportunities, settled life, breakthrough, etc.? Weather the storms and emerge victorious! Never allow the storms of life to stop you from getting to the other side. Awaiting you at the other side is victory, dominion, joy, peace, etc.
EXPERIENCING TRIAL AND SUFFERING

1 Peter 4:12-16; Genesis 37:20; 40:15; 41:51,52; 50:20; 49:22-26; ob 1:1-22; 2:1-10; 42:1-10; James 5:13; Psalm 34:19; Isaiah 54:15; Deuteronomy 28:7.
Trial and suffering will also come to us sometimes. It is not because we have sinned or that God has abandoned us but because the angry devil is creating a storm in a teacup. However, fiery trials are not to take the believer by surprise (1 Peter 4:12-16).
Joseph experienced untold trials. He was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, sent unjustly to prison for a crime he never committed. In it all, he remained faithful to God and triumphed over his circumstances and adversaries (Genesis 37:20; 40:15; 41:51,52; 50:20; 49:22-26).

Job experienced untold suffering as a result of satanic attack but he remained in his integrity and commitment to God (Job 1:1-22; 2:1-10; 42:1-10).

The total revelation of the scriptures either directly or indirectly is that trials of life are bound to come. Consider the following scriptures and their implications: Is any among you afflicted? (James 5:13). MANY are the afflictions of the righteous (Psalm 34:19). They shall SURELY gather together against thee (Isaiah 54:15). Thine enemy that rise against thee shall flee (Deuteronomy 28:7).

ESCAPING, TRIUMPHING AND SUCCEEDING

Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 28:20; Isaiah 43:1,2; Hebrews 13:5,6; Joshua 1:5; James 5:13; Psalm 50:15; 34:19; Isaiah 54:14-17.
It was Jesus that said “LET US pass over unto the other side” (Mark 4:35). As He did not abandon them to fight their battles alone or travel the turbulent sea alone, He will not abandon you. Lo, He is with you ALWAYS (Matthew 28:20; Isaiah 43:1,2; Hebrews 13:5,6; Joshua 1:5).
Prayer is a mighty weapon in our path to victory over affliction and trouble (James 5:13; Psalm 50:15). We have the promise of victory over every problem (Psalm 34:19; Isaiah 54:14-17).

(1) There is no need to be anxious whether the Lord cares about your safety. Of course He cares! (Mark 4:38; Isaiah 40:27; Micah 4:9; 1 Peter 5:7; Philippians 4:6; Psalm 55:22).

(2) Your ship of life can never sink as long as Jesus is in it. There is no reason to panic (Mark 4:38,39).

(3) He will arise at your hour need and rebuke the wind and bring the situation under control (Mark 4:39).

(4) You can exercise your own faith and rebuke the wind and bring the situation under control (Mark 4:40). The wind and the sea can also obey you as they obeyed Jesus (Mark 4:41; Matthew 21:19-22).

(5) The calm you experience will always be in proportion to the storms you experience in your life. Great storms always lead to great calm or rather great calm always follow great storms (Mark 4:37,39).

The testimony will always be proportional to the test. The greater the trial, the sweeter the triumph. The more rooted the buffeting, the more refreshing the blessing. The greater the problems, the more numerous the possibilities. The more excruciating the cross, the more exciting the crown.

