GROWING THROUGH QUESTIONS II
It is not every question that demands an answer (Titus 3:9; 2 Timothy 2:23; 1 Timothy 6:4). Questions born of carnal curiosity or carnal competition are never answered by the Lord. Peter’s question of “Lord, and what shall this man do?” was never answered as it was born out of curiosity and a competitive spirit (John 21:21-23). It was a kind of “I have been given a lot of assignments and yet not even one was given John. Am I the only one to do the job?” mentality. Rather than answer the question, Jesus just reinforced the principle of individual responsibility in following Christ.
There were times when Jesus was asked question. Before answering, He asked the questioners some other questions so as to see the genuineness of their motive. He abandoned answering the questions when He discovers insincerity (Matthew 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8). Jesus often answered questions with questions (Matthew 15:1-3). Jesus’ case is not like that of the Nigerian who was asked “Why is it that Nigerians like answering questions with questions?” and who replied “Who told you so?” Jesus’ case was a genuine case of shutting the mouths of gainsayers who think they are clever (Titus 1:9-13).
DIRECTED TO A RESOURCEFUL PERSON

1 Corinthians 7:1; 8:1; 16:1; John 4:19-26; Luke 10:38-42; 1 Kings 10:1-7; 2 Chronicles 9:1-7; Matthew 17:19-21; Mark 9:28,29; 4:10-15. 
Our questions should be directed at the right person who is well qualified to answer it. However, the person also ought to be resourceful.
It is not every question that can be answered on the spot and it is not every question that ought to be answered on the spot.

The Corinthian christians had a lot of questions to ask. They wrote to Paul the apostle who wrote back with the answers that have become today’s epistles (1 Corinthians 7:1; 8:1; 16:1). He even gave further insights into what they did not specifically ask (1 Corinthians 7:10,12; 10:1; 12:1).
When the Samaritan woman perceived Jesus to be a prophet, she used the opportunity to ask her questions (John 4:19-26). Mary must have used the occasion of Jesus’ visit to their family to ask her questions (Luke 10:38-42). The queen of Sheba directed her questions to Solomon (1 Kings 10:1-7; 2 Chronicles 9:1-7). The disciples directed their questions to Jesus (Matthew 17:19-21; Mark 9:28,29; 4:10-15).
Some answers may call for privacy and yet others can be answered to the edifying of onlookers. The situation and the subject will dictate an approach.

The person answering the question can provide the hearers with leads for further research in order to discover a fuller answer. Christ always does this. “Have you not read ..?” is His method (Matthew 12:3-5; 19:4; 21:16,42; 22:31; Luke 10:26; Acts 8:30).

This will provoke His hearers to search the scriptures, to rediscover the truth afresh for themselves.

If the question cannot be immediately answered, the resourceful person knows how to research an answer, check up relevant facts, creatively think about the new development and come to a considered opinion.

DISCUSSED AT THE RIGHT PLACE

Matthew 17:19; 18:1,21; 17:10-13; 15:12-14; Mark 9:28; 4:10; Luke 10:38-42; Ephesians 5:15,16; Acts 1:6
The disciples failed to cast out a demon in the PUBLIC but they asked their question “Why could we not cast him out?” in PRIVATE. They waited for an opportuned time, in a more relaxing atmosphere where they can have the full attention of Jesus before they asked their question (Matthew 17:19; Mark 9:28).
There is no way Christ could have given them full attention while He was involved with public ministry. The demands on His time, the crowded atmosphere make it unconducive to asking questions. The disciples were wise enough to know when to voice their questions. We are commanded to walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise. Redeem the time. Use it to ask intelligent questions and get life transforming answers (Ephesians 5:15,16).

To ask the question in public would have been tantamount to washing their dirty linen in the public before the negatively critical Pharisees and scribes. It would have increased their humiliation. Don’t add to your defeat. Don’t break a bruised reed! Don’t quench a smoking flax! (Matthew 12:20).
If the pastor ever visits you, this is the time to ask your questions. Don’t impress the pastor with how good a cook you are. Be like Mary and not like Martha. Get your questions answered! (Luke 10:38-42). When Jesus passed by Jericho, blind Bartimaeus took advantage of it (Mark 10:46-52). If this is Elijah’s last visit to Jericho, why not ask for a last blessing rather than offering us a useless opinion of today is Elijah’s departure day (2 Kings 2:4,5,18-22). The desert, alone together was Elisha’s best time and place to ask for the double portion and he got it! (2 Kings 2:8-15). Before this time, Elijah still needed his mantle and Elisha could not have received it even if he asked for it. He needed it to part river Jordan before this time. But now that he was ready to go, he didn’t need the mantle any more. That was the right time to ask for the mantle! Know the right time and place to ask your questions so that you can obtain quality and beneficial answers.
The disciples asked Jesus to interpret the parable of the sower to them when He was ALONE! (Mark 4:10).
DEEP AND REFRESHINGLY PERSONAL

Matthew 13:10-18; 17:19; Mark 9:28; 10:17-30; John 21:21; 2 Samuel 21:1; 5:19,23-25; Genesis 25:22,23
The questions that benefit us most are the deep personal questions that when answered opens up new worlds for us, lifts off some hindering burdens and liberate us to be who God created us to be.
Philosophical, hypothetical questions provide no edification. They only satisfy intellectual curiosity. The Pharisees asked a lot of these kind of questions (Luke 13:23,24; 20:27-39).

The disciples wanted to know why Christ spoke to the crowd in parables and yet spoke to them in plain speech and clear teachings. They got an answer (Matthew 13:10-18). They wanted to know why THEY failed in casting out a demon (Matthew 17:19; Mark 9:28). “What shall THIS MAN do?” Is not a personal question (John 21:21). Personal questions always get full answers (Mark 10:17-30; Matthew 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30).
David asked the Lord the real cause of the national famine. He got an answer (2 Samuel 21:1). David won victories because he sought God and asked relevant questions (2 Samuel 5:19,23-25). Personal questions can bring deep revelations (Genesis 25:22,23).
DESIGNED FOR REASSESSING PRIORITIES

Matthew 16:13-18; John 21:15-17; Malachi 1:6; 1 Kings 18:10,14; Job 38:1-41; 39:1-30; 40:1-8; 41:1-14; 42:6; Proverbs 6:27,28; Genesis 3:9.
It is good for a student to ask the teacher questions, a protégée to ask the mentor intelligent questions. However, growth also comes when the teacher poses questions at students and a mentor provokes the protégée to think by searching questions.

Such questions from the mentor are designed to provoke thought, to awaken the conscience, to make us to reassess our priorities in the light of the present circumstances and future destiny.

Jesus asked His disciples: “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” (Matthew 16:13). He asked this question to know their bank of information, their perception of what was going on around them. After they gave various answers, He asked them again: “But whom say ye that I am” (Matthew 16:15). This is to know their own conviction. Was their perception different from that of the crowd? They perceived Him as the Son of God (Matthew 16:16,17). That made them stay with Jesus when others ran away after a hard message (John 6:60,66-69).

Jesus’ question to Peter “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?” (John 21:15) and the other two that followed later (John 21:16,17) were meant to examine Peter’s allegiance and priorities – fishing for fish or fishing for men? The questions were heart searching. They were to motivate Peter towards a new and fresh commitment.
In Malachi’s time, God asked the priests “A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? And if I be a master, where is my fear?” (Malachi 1:6). This question was not meant to be answered but it was meant to strike a cord in their hearts, to twig at their conscience and make them to re-evaluate their life and lifestyle, their worship and the service rendered to God.
Questions such as “What doest thou here, Elijah?” (1 Kings 18:10,14) fall in this category. How about the assignments I gave you? Have you abandoned your post of duty? What are you doing here?

God asked Job some unanswerable questions that made Job to abhor himself and repent in dust and ashes (Job 38:1-41; 39:1-30; 40:1-8; 41:1-14; 42:6). “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?” (Proverbs 6:27,28). What a thought provoking question!
God asked Adam a fundamental and foundational question: “Where art thou?” (Genesis 3:9). God is asking you also today, where are you in your relationship with God? Where are you in your personal growth? Where are you in your righting wrongs, making restitution, sorting out things that need sorting out? etc.
