GROWING THROUGH QUESTIONS I
Questions serve as keys to unlock the hidden treasures of knowledge and wisdom. We grow by the questions we ask and the answers we receive. We also grow by the questions we are asked and the answers we provide.
The questions we are asked provoke us to think. The harder the questions, the more radical our thinking and this ultimately makes us to expand and leads to growth.

However growth only results when we use questions the right way. Even a tender age, Christ answered questions from the doctors of the law and He equally posed questions at them. People were astonished at His deep understanding and the quality of His answers (Luke 2:46,47). Later in life, Christ asked the Pharisees unanswerable questions. The questions were too deep for them to fathom the answers (Matthew 12:4; 21:25; Mark 2:26; 11:30; Luke 20:4,40-47).

Some of Christ’s answers to their conceited questions were direct and devastating cutting through the hypocrisy of the human heart. In time, they stopped asking Him questions (Matthew 22:46; Luke 20:40).

In order to profit from asking questions, we need to know the why, who, when, where, what and how we ask the questions.

DIRECTED AT THE RIGHT PERSON

Matthew 17:10-13,19-21; 9:14-17; Mark 9:28,29; 12:18-22; Acts 1:6-8; Luke 5:33-39; 1 Kings 10:1-3; 2 Chronicles 9:1,2. 
It is not sufficient that we ask the right questions, it is as important that we ask the right person. When the disciples failed to cast out a demon during a deliverance session, their mind was bogged down with all sorts of questions. They were surrounded by all kinds of people but they didn’t direct their questions at them. They could have asked the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Zealots, the Herodians, the Scribes, the Lawyers, etc. However they would not have received any reasonable, profitable answer as those people were not in position to answer that question.

They were wise enough to direct their question at Jesus. They asked Him “Why could not we cast him out?” to which they received an answer that did not only help them out of their predicament but has served to illuminate the hearts of countless since then (Matthew 17:19-21; Mark 9:28,29).
They asked questions about the identity of the coming Elijah (Matthew 17:10-13); the time of the restoration of the kingdom (Acts 1:6-8).
However, they were wise enough to know that Christ was the most qualified to answer their questions and they directed their questions at Him.
Others at other times directed their questions to Christ and got answers. There were those who were puzzled at the feasting of Christ’s disciples in contrast to the fasting of the disciples of John the Baptist (Luke 5:33-39; Matthew 9:14-17; Mark 12:18-22).

To ask a madman why the whole nation is upside down is to get a stupid answer. Ask those in the know. To come to Solomon with your questions is to get illuminating answers (1 Kings 10:1-3; 2 Chronicles 9:1,2).

DECLARED WITH A RIGHTEOUS PURPOSE

Titus 3:9; 2 Timothy 2:23; 1 Timothy 6:4; John 18:38; 8:5-11; Luke 13:23-30; 10:29-37; Mark 10:17-24
It is important that we ask the right person who has the capacity to give us profitable answer when contemplating asking questions. However, it is also important that our questions are not hypothetical and hypocritical questions with ulterior motives.

It is possible to direct our questions at the right person and yet not get the answer. It is not obligatory that every question must be answered. The scriptures enjoins us to “avoid foolish questions” (Titus 3:9; 2 Timothy 2:23; 1 Timothy 6:4).

“Who is the mother of God?” and “Who is the wife of God? are foolish questions. Our questions though right and directed at the right person may not get an answer for the following reasons:
(1) Cynical and for intellectual curiosity

Pilate asked the right and the best question that was ever asked: “What is truth?” He asked the right person and the best person to answer such a question. Jesus is the LIVING TRUTH that brought the WRITTEN TRUTH. He had an answer. However because Pilate asked it with a wrong motive, he never got an answer. Pilate was not asking the question so that he can be changed by the answer. It was an intellectual exercise, a kind of cynical swipe at Jesus (John 18:38).

(2) Seeking license for perpetrating wickedness.

Those who caught a woman in adultery asked Jesus a question which Jesus ignored and pretended He didn’t hear them (John 8:5-11). He never really answered their question. They were looking for a license to kill under the guise of keeping the laws of Moses.
(3) Hypocritical evasion of responsibility

“Are there few that be saved?” and “Who is my neighbour?” are examples of questions posed with hypocritical evasion of responsibility. However, Christ answered the questions with telling force and laid that responsibility at the doorstep of those who asked the questions (Luke 13:23-30; 10:29-37; Mark 10:17-24).
DESIGNED WITH REASONABLE PRUDENCE

Psalm 42:7; Titus 3:9; 2 Timothy 2:23; 1 Timothy 6:4; Ephesians 5:15; Proverbs 31:26; Isaiah 50:4,5; 1 Kings 10:1-3; 2 Chronicles 9:1,2; 
Foolish questions generally deserve no answer and we are counseled to avoid either asking them or answering them (Titus 3:9; 2 Timothy 2:23; 1 Timothy 6:4).

God expects us to walk wisely and not as fools, to open our mouths with wisdom (Ephesians 5:15; Proverbs 31:26; Isaiah 50:4,5).

Our questions must be designed  with reasonable prudence. The queen of Sheba came to try Solomon with hard but intelligent questions and Solomon provided quality answers. She was amazed at the depth of Solomon’s wisdom (1 Kings 10:1-3; 2 Chronicles 9:1,2).
Christ a greater than Solomon is here and we can have all our questions answered (Matthew 12:42; Luke 11:31).

“Deep calleth unto deep” is the principle of the Bible (Psalm 42:7). Deep questions call for deep answers. Shallow questions will only receive shallow answers.

Ability to ask deep and intelligent questions is a rare ability possessed by very few and yet this is one of the most important skills in life.

	Good questions outrank easy answers – Paul A Samuelson

The only interesting answers are those which destroy the questions – Susan Sontag

It is not the answer that enlightens, but the question – Eugene Ionesco

Asking the right question takes as much skill as giving the right answers – Robert Half




