GROWING THROUGH POSITIVE CRITICISM
Criticisms fall into different categories – negative and positive criticisms. Not all criticisms are bad. Not even all negative criticisms are bad. When negative criticisms contain some kernel of truth, we do well to take heed to our ways and mend fences.

Negative criticism always has the goal of destruction. It magnifies faults beyond reason and buries virtues in the mud. Its goal is always to tear apart the target.

Positive criticism in most cases is a positive appraisal, a kind of friendly compliment. This must be distinguished from flattery which essentially calls bad good and labels weak as strong because of an ulterior motive (Isaiah 5:20).

Positive criticism is like giving support to an acorn on its way to becoming an oak. It is like watering today’s seed that is bound to become tomorrow’s forest. It is like fanning the small embers until it becomes a raging fire.
INDICATION OF OUR SAINTLY WORTH

Genesis 20:7,1-6; Judges 6:11-14,27; 7:9,10; 1 Samuel 1:2,7; 2 Samuel 1:19,23-25; Hebrews 11:1-40.
Positive criticism at its best is indicative of our saintly worth. It is an encouragement for us to continue in the royal path.

However we need to also know the limitations of positive criticism. Because it is coming from friends, family, well-wishers etc., positive criticism is almost always less objective than it should be.

Positive criticism usually does two things:

· It underreports our weaknesses

· It overrates our strengths

The outcome of it is that we look better than we really are under the light of positive criticism.

God called Abraham a prophet. That was the indication of his worth. However He didn’t talk about his lying to Abimelech though done out of fear. That was like underplaying his weakness (Genesis 20:7,1-6).
Gideon was called a mighty man of valour while ignoring his fear and insecurity (Judges 6:11-14,27; 7:9,10).
Elkanah’s comment about himself to Hannah was great but that didn’t stop him marrying a second wife which made life difficult for Hannah (1 Samuel 1:2,7). For all his positive qualities of devotion and love, he had weaknesses that were underplayed in the statement.
David’s positive appraisal of Saul overlooked his vindictive leanings (2 Samuel 1:19,23-25; 1 Samuel 8:10-19).

Faith is always positive. Abraham, David, Samson and many others were positively represented in Hebrews chapter eleven. They looked better than they actually were. Their strengths were magnified and their weaknesses were underplayed (Hebrews 11:1-40).
INCENTIVE TOWARDS SERIOUS WORK

Philemon 21; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 15:57,58; 15:10; 2 Timothy 2:5; Philippians 3:13,14; Proverbs 4:18; Job 8:7; Isaiah 60:22
Positive criticism is most often indicative that we are treading the right path. However, we are in reality one or two steps below that scale that positive criticism places us. However, this should spur us to expend effort to develop and polish our talent, to increase and nurture the grace that God has bestowed upon us, to hone the skills and strive to grow.

It should be an incentive to improvement, an encouragement to scaling the heights. It should encourage us to discipline ourselves as we strive for the mastery, pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 2 Timothy 2:5; Philippians 3:13,14). Positive encouragement should spur us to do more (Philemon 21).

The path of the just should be shinning more and more unto the perfect day. There should be progress towards increase and excellence (Proverbs 4:18; Job 8:7; Isaiah 60:22).
INCULCATION OF SAINTLY WISDOM

Romans 12:3,16; Psalm 90:12; Proverbs 4:7; 1 Samuel 18:7,8,14-16,30; 2 Chronicles 1:10; 26:5,16-23.
Knowing that positive criticism overrates us should help us to develop a realistic estimate of ourselves. It should make us not to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think (Romans 12:3,16).

Positive criticism anticipates our arrival at our chosen destination. Wisdom will enable us to turn this anticipated potential into a practical reality.

We should apply our hearts unto wisdom (Psalm 90:12; Proverbs 4:7; 1 Samuel 18:7,8,14-16,30; 2 Chronicles 1:10).

Solomon was greatly praised for his wisdom (1 Kings 10:4-13). However, Solomon did not apply his heart unto wisdom and he became increasingly foolish in his actions. He allowed the praise to go to his head.

Inculcation of saintly wisdom enables us to know our physical or natural limitations. We should not allow success to go into our head so much so that we begin to act like king Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:5,16-23).

INTERCESSION AND SCRIPTURAL WATCHING

Matthew 26:41; 24:42,43; 25:13; Mark 13:33-37; 14:38; Luke 21:36; Ephesians 6:18; Colossians 4:2
“Watch and pray” is Christ’s command to us (Matthew 26:41; 24:42,43; 25:13; Mark 13:33-37; 14:38; Luke 21:36). Positive criticism can easily make us to be complacent. Solomon received so much positive appraisal that he became complacent in seeking God and applying wisdom. He went astray.
Samson was noted for his anointing and must have been commended by others. Even the enemies could testify of his anointing (). He became complacent, took God for granted, became careless and undisciplined in his life and ended ruining his life and ministry.

Samson died without fulfilling his potential. The anticipated destiny that positive criticism envisaged for him was truncated.

