GRASSHOPPER OR GIANT KILLER?

Though the promised land is ours, God does not expect that we go in blindly without making adequate preparations. Part of Israel’s preparation was to survey the land. They were to send in a search party consisting of twelve chief men, one from each tribe and their names are duly recorded in the scriptures (Numbers 13:1-16). It needs to be noted that this strategy was given to them by God (Numbers 13:1,2).

Moses at God’s direction sent the spies to go and survey the land. Notice the details of their commission:

(1) Go southward and into the mountain (verse 17).

(2) See the land and what it is – good or bad  (verse 18,19).

(3) The nature of the people – strong or weak, few or many  (verse 18).

(4) The nature of their cities – temporary tents or strongholds  (verse 19).

(5) The nature of their soil terrain – fat or lean, grassland or Savannah  (verse 20).

(6) Bring of the fruit of the land  (verse 20).

The spies were obedient. They ascended by the south as directed  (verse 21). They saw and reported on the nature of the land – it was flowing with milk and honey and they brought the fruit of the land  (verse 27). They reported on the nature of the people – strong and the nature of the cities – walled and very great  (verse 28). All these pieces of information were good but their presentation spoilt the whole thing.

PROMISE OF OUR GOD-KING

Numbers 13:1,2; Joshua 1:2-9,11; 21:45; 23:14; 1 Kings 8:56; Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25; 2 Corinthians 1:20.

Kings generally promise and fulfil because they have the resources to make good their promise. God owns the whole world and gives to people as He desires and decides.

God is not a man that He should lie (Numbers 23:19). When He promises He makes good His promises and He never fails to fulfil His promises (Joshua 21:45; 23:14; 1 Kings 8:56).

God had promised to give the land of Canaan for a possession to the children of Israel (Numbers 13:1,2; Joshua 1:2-9,11).

God also promised to aid them in battle (Deuteronomy 20:1-8) so that no man will be able to stand before them (Joshua 1:5; 23:9,10).

All the promises of God are yea and amen (2 Corinthians 1:20). God’s word is dependable and never falls to the ground. It always accomplishes God’s purposes (Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25).

However when we face some difficulties, it is easy for faith in God’s promises to evaporate like steam into thin air. Fear can strike us and we begin to shake like a leaf. Are you confronting giants that easily make the promises of God to seem like empty words without power? Let it be settled in your mind that God’s promises are SURE and RELIABLE. God will do what He has promised. The promised land will be yours irrespective of the giants that dwell in it. Stand upon the promises of God.

When the giants are SITTING on your premises, 

It is time for you to be STANDING upon His promises.

PERCEPTION OF GRASSHOPPER-KINDRED

Numbers 13:28-34; 14:1-27; Proverbs 23:7; 22:13; 26:13; 2 Corinthians 5:7; 2 Kings 7:1,2; Ezekiel 37:11-14.

The spies gave accurate information. Their survey and research were accurate but the presentation of the majority of the spies instilled doubt in the people. Their “NEVERTHELESS” led the congregation along the byway of unbelief. They saw and decided to walk by sight but Caleb and Joshua saw but were motivated by faith (Numbers 13:28,30,31; 2 Corinthians 5:7).

(1) Any report no matter how accurate if it is not presented from the standpoint of faith is an evil report (Numbers 13:32).

(2) Unbelief will always exaggerate the actual situation (Numbers 13:32; Proverbs 22:13; 26:13).

If the land eats up the inhabitants, why are there still people living there? Why were they not eaten up when they went to survey the land?

(3) Unbelief will make a mountain out of a molehill and make giants out of defenceless people (Numbers 13:33,34; 14:9).

(4) Unbelief will make giants to loom larger than life and God to recede into the background and fade into insignificance (Numbers 13:34).

(5) Unbelief will reduce men to mere grasshoppers (Numbers 13:34).

Your perception of yourself will be the people’s perception of you. If you see yourself defeated and a failure, so will people see you. If you see yourself a victor and conqueror, so will people perceive you (Proverbs 23:7).

Those who belong to the family of grasshoppers always cry, weep, murmur against leadership, accuse God and dig their own graves with their mouths (Numbers 14:1-27). They will rather enjoy “peace” as slaves rather than fight for their freedom. Lean freedom is always better than fat slavery. Only grasshoppers ever desire captains to lead them back to Egypt (Numbers 14:4).

PASSION OF GIANT KILLERS

Numbers 13:30; 14:9; Joshua 23:10; 14:7-12; 6:20; 1 Samuel 17:8,11,23,32,46,47; 2 Samuel 23:8-10,20,21; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.

Caleb and Joshua stood out from the faithless crowd and pack of spies. They didn’t see themselves as grasshoppers but giant killers. They saw by faith, walked and acted by faith. They saw God and not the giants. They heard the promises of God and not the empty pronouncements of the giants.

Their language was one of faith and optimism. They stilled the people (Numbers 13:30). They were ready for battle and had confidence that victory will be theirs: “for we are well able to overcome it” (Numbers 13:30).

To them the giants were no better than bread, they were defenceless and not to be feared. With God on Israel’s side, victory was assured (Numbers 14:9; Joshua 23:10).

Giant killers always bubble with passion. Like David, they see beyond the empty carcasses of the giants. What the giant killers hear is not the deafening shouts of the giant but the reverberating sound of God’s promises (1 Samuel 17:8,11,23,32,46,47).

While others like Saul are still vacillating and dragging their feet, fleeing from the giant, the giant killers get on with the battle confident of resounding victory (1 Samuel 17:48-51).

Let the |Pharaohs, Nebuchadnezzars, Jezebels of the world join themselves with a thousand other giants, we are well able to overcome them. We will possess our possession. We will enter into our God-given inheritance. Every satanic stronghold like the walls of Jericho will be pulled down (Joshua 6:20; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

Giant killers are never intimidated by the sheer physical stature of the giants confronting them. They know that every giant is coming down because no man will be able to stand before them (Joshua 1:5). Giant killers never loose their passion irrespective of their age. Even at eighty-five, Caleb was still as passionate as when forty five (Joshua 14:7-12). Who are you? A grasshopper or a giant killer?

Those who truly trust God, taste grapes, tame giants, triumph gloriously and never become timid grasshoppers.

