GOOD NEWS: GOLIATH IS DEAD!
1 Samuel 17:49-54
Good news always has a beneficial impact on the receiver: “As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country” (Proverbs 25:25).

Israel that had been intimidated and downcast suddenly rose up with mighty courage and strength to pursue the enemy because of the good news that came their way: “The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat” (Proverbs 15:30).

Goliath defied the armies of the Living God (1 Samuel 17:10). The only news that the children of Israel could spread is this same news of Goliath defying God’s army (1 Samuel 17:25). Don’t be a mouthpiece for the enemy. Don’t spread negative news in the camp. Don’t spread doubt and unbelief like the ten spies (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10).

Spread glad tidings. Tell the world that Goliath is dead! The way to full and final victory is open. The terrible giant has been slain and his head cut off.

DEATH OF THE ENEMY’S CHAMPION

1 Samuel 17:11,24,49-52; Esther 5:14; 7:9,10; Ecclesiastes 10:8,9; Proverbs 26:27; 28:10; Psalm 141:10; 57:6
The stone from David’s sling sunk into Goliath’s forehead and he fell unconscious to the ground (1 Samuel 17:49). David didn’t allow him to regain consciousness. He hasted, took Goliath’s sword and used it to cut off Goliath’s head (1 Samuel 17:50,51). This act marked the end of Goliath, the end of his empty boasting, the end of his intimidating voice.
This unbelievable sight of Goliath slain restored Israel’s confidence: “And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron …” (1 Samuel 17:52).

A fresh surge of strength to shout and pursue came over Israel when they saw Goliath was dead. The threat was over. The giant has been slain. Intimidation was over. Those who couldn’t utter a word before while Goliath was alive were now shouting for joy. Those who were running away from the enemy now pursued the enemy (1 Samuel 17:11,24,52). It was a glorious turnaround.

The good news for us also is this: Goliath is dead! The devil has been defeated! Christ has won the victory for us at calvary. Arise like Israel and shout for joy. Pursue the enemy until complete victory has been secured.

The sword that the enemy prepares to use in killing you will be used to slay the enemy (1 Samuel 17:51). The gallows that the enemy dug to hang you in will be used to hang him (Esther 5:14; 7:9,10). The enemy will fall into the trap he has set for you (Ecclesiastes 10:8,9; Proverbs 26:27; 28:10; Psalm 141:10; 57:6).
DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY’S CONFIDENCE

1 Samuel 17:8,9,51; Exodus 5:1,2; 12:30-36; 1 Kings 20:10,11,20-34; 2 Kings 6:8-14; 7:5-7; Joshua 2:9-11.
“And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled” (1 Samuel 17:51). The Philistines have been very audacious to confront Israel on Israel’s territory (1 Samuel 17:1-3). They have been arrogant and confident that they will win the battle. They have not given defeat any thought at all. The death of Goliath took them by surprise. It destabilized them. Rather than submit themselves as servants in fulfillment of their champion’s proposition, they fled (1 Samuel 17:8,9,51).

The enemy is a coward. He sets conditions that he himself will not be willing to submit to should he loose. God says what He means and He means what He says. Not so the devil. God’s promises are yea and amen. There is no certainty or truth behind the devil’s proclamations (2 Corinthians 1:20; Numbers 23:19; John 8:44).

Whenever we kill Goliath or bind the strong man, confusion sets in in the camp of the enemy, the enemy’s confidence is shaken and this gives us the opportunity to press in unto full victory.
Following the death of Egypt’s first born, Pharaoh’s arrogant confidence was destroyed (Exodus 5:1,2; 12:30-36). Following the second defeat from Ahab, Benhadad’s arrogant confidence was destroyed (1 Kings 20:10,11,20-34). Benhadad was frustrated and his confidence about his ability to plan an effective strategy of warfare was shattered because Elisha always knew his next move (2 Kings 6:8-14).

DISPLAY OF THE ENEMY’S CROWN

1 Samuel 17:54; 30:20-31; 2 Samuel 5:17-25; 23:21; Colossians 2:15; Joshua 6:20,26; Luke 11:21,22.
Israel pursued the Philistines, destroyed them and gathered a lot of spoil and then returned to their territory (1 Samuel 17:52,53).
However, beyond this, David in characteristic style displayed the enemy’s most prized possessions: “And David took the head of the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his armour in his tent” (1 Samuel 17:54).

Pick up the head of Goliath that you have cut off and make it a public showpiece and exhibit. Pick up Goliath’s spear, shield and sword and make them souvenirs in your house to remind you of the mighty victory that God has granted unto you. They are like memorials for future generations.

This is in line with what Christ did in the New Testament: “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Colossians 2:15).

David burnt the charms of the enemy publicly to demonstrate the supremacy of God’s power and anointing (2 Samuel 5:17-25). Showcase Jericho as a monument to divine victory (Joshua 6:20,26).
