GOLIATH OF GATH: CHAMPION OF THE PHILISTINES

1 Samuel 17:1-11

Warfare against the Philistines is not a new event in David’s time. People like Samson have confronted Philistines in the past era (Judges 15:11-16; 16:9,12,14,28-30).
However the terrain of warfare was changing. Here we are confronted with a new approach to warfare. Rather than two nations engaging in direct combat, the Philistines proposed a new battle ideology: their representative confronting the representative of Israel.

The outcome of the combat between these two representatives should determine the overall outcome of the battle. If their representative is defeated, the whole nation accepts defeat.

The Philistines were so confident that the odd was stacked in their favour. They therefore thrust out their avowed champion – Goliath of Gath, a giant by all physical standards.

CHAMPION OF THE ALIENS

1 Samuel 17:1-4,23,36; Ephesians 2:11,12; Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; 1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7; Hebrews 11:33,34.
The Philistines came to challenge Israel on their tuff. They gathered their army at Shochoh which belongs to Judah (1 Samuel 17:1). Israel had no choice but to get ready for battle (1 Samuel 17:2). When the enemy confronts you on your own ground, the only way is for you to rise up to defend your territory and your freedom. To give in to the enemy is to go into captivity.

The battle front was the valley of Elah which separated the two armies. Israel was on one side of the valley and the Philistines was on the other side of the valley. The were on two opposite mountains with the valley in between them.

“And there went out a champion out of the camp, of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span” (1 Samuel 17:4).

This is our first glimpse and introduction to Goliath of Gath. He launched the offensive and put Israel on the defensive. Never allow the enemy to put you on the defensive. Be on the offensive. Resist the devil and put the armies of the aliens to flight (1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7; Hebrews 11:33,34).

Goliath was a champion of the Philistines – a local champion in his own community. Goliath was not the champion of the world but a mere champion of the Philistines! Never allow the devil to exaggerate the power and importance of the enemy.

The Philistines are uncircumcised, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the covenants of promise. They have no hope of victory in the present battle. They are without God in this world (1 Samuel 17:36; Ephesians 2:11,12).
Israel made a costly mistake. They allowed the physical stature of Goliath to intimidate them. They allowed his boomeranging voice to put them in fear. Eventually, they saw Goliath no more as A champion, they declared him as THE champion (1 Samuel 17:4,23). Their perception laid the foundation for their fear and paralysis just like that of the spies that Moses sent to view Canaan (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10).
COMPORTMENT AND ARMOUR

1 Samuel 17:4-7; 2 Chronicles 32:8; Jeremiah 17:5; Ephesians 6:11-17; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 6:7; Romans 13:12
The way that Goliath comported himself and the description of his armour are frightening. To those who are walking by sight and not by faith, they will be intimidating (1 Samuel 17:4-7).

By any standards, Goliath was a physical giant – “high and mighty” in size. His armour was one in town: (1) Helmet made of brass; (2) Coat of mail weighing five thousand shekels of brass; (3) Greaves of brass upon his legs; (4) Targets of brass between his shoulders; (5) Spear handle like a weaver’s beam, its head weighing 600 shekels of iron; (6) A body guard carrying a shield went before him.

Goliath was dressed to kill. He left no chances for defeat. He was programmed for total annihilation and conquest of his avowed enemy. However, Goliath’s armour was the armour of man and flesh (2 Chronicles 32:8; Jeremiah 17:5).

The believer is called upon to put on the whole armour of God (Ephesians 6:11-17). We have weapons that are superior to human or satanic weapons. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds and the casting down of all satanic imaginations (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).
Never allow the armour of the enemy to intimidate you. If God be for you, who can be against you? If God is your helper, what can man or Satan do to you? (Romans 8:31; Psalm 118:6; Hebrews 13:5,6).

CHALLENGE AND ARROGANCE

1 Samuel 17:8-11,26,36; 1 Samuel 11:1-15; 1 Kings 20:1-14; Psalm 10:3; 52:1; 94:4; Romans 1:30
Goliath came out with arrogance to challenge Israel. He made some bold declarations as well as statements that missed the mark. He queried the basis of Israel coming out to fight rather than surrender – “why are ye come out to set your battle in array?” (1 Samuel 17:8). He called the children of Israel, the servants of Saul as if they were slaves without choice. However these children of Israel were servants of the Most High God. Goliath’s perception of them was wrong. The enemy does not know our true identity. He sees us as mere flesh but does not know that greater is He that is within us than he that is in the world (1 John 3:1; 4:4).
He challenged Israel to choose a battle contender to come out to face him: “If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us” (1 Samuel 17:9).

He was so arrogant, passionate to fight, almost impatient and couldn’t wait. “I defy the armies of Israel this day: give me a man, that we may fight together” (1 Samuel 17:10).

Again, Goliath’s perception was wrong. He saw them as “the armies of Israel”, the armies of mere men, but David later called them “the armies of the living God” (1 Samuel 17:26,36).

