GOING THE EXTRA MILE
Matthew 5:41

“And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain” (Matthew 5:41).
Just a little extra patience could have secured for Saul an everlasting kingdom. However, his impatience just at the tail end of his seven-day wait cost him his kingdom (1 Samuel 13:10-14). Going the extra mile in tolerance, longsuffering, forbearing can lead to a lifetime of spiritual gain and joy.
We are enjoined in the scriptures to entertain strangers (Hebrews 13:1,2). However, there is no warrant in the scriptures compelling us to give strangers our very best. Abraham went beyond the call of duty to give of his best to unknown strangers (Genesis 18:6-8). The result was incalculable.

For the lack of a little extra endurance of hunger, Esau despised and sold his birthright (Genesis 25:29-34).

POWER OF THE LITTLE EXTRA

1 Kings 18:44,45; Judges 8:1-20; 1 Samuel 13:10-15; Genesis 25:29-34; Philemon 21; Matthew 5:41.
The little extra has tremendous power for good or evil. Lack of a little extra patience cost Saul his kingdom (1 Samuel 13:10-15). Lack of a little extra endurance cost Esau his birthright (Genesis 25:29-34).

In life, the little extra can make the difference between the winner and the loser. Imagine that the 100 meter world champion is only ahead of the next person by a fraction of a second. However, this sets him in a class of his own.

Little drops of water make up the ocean. The journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step however small it might be.
The difference between the ordinary and the extraordinary is the little EXTRA. The difference between a five-foot six man and a six-foot man is only six inches. However the former is considered short and the latter tall.
Great rains are always preceded by little clouds (1 Kings 18:44,45). Great doors swing on little hinges. Today’s great oak was the outcome of yesterday’s little acorn. Small ideas are the beginning point of all great companies and great fortunes.
The difference between ten percent (10%) and eleven percent (11%) is only one percent (1%). However, a thousand Euro compounding at an interest rate of 10% for eighty years grows to 2 million Euro. The same one thousand Euro compounding at 11% for the same eighty years grows to more than 4 million Euro. The difference is a staggering.
The little extra strength and courage displayed pursuing the enemy although faint and weary brings the ultimate victory (Judges 8:1-20).
POSSIBILITIES FOR THE LORD’S ELECT

Zechariah 4:10; Matthew 5:41; 2 Kings 13:14-25; 1 Kings 18:1,41-46; 1 Samuel 1:1-28; 2:21.
We must never despise the small beginnings and the little opportunities that come across our way (Zechariah 4:10). Going the extra mile can enable us to strike gold. We must remember the tragedy of the man that stopped six feet short of gold. Only a little perseverance and he would have struck it rich. However he later learnt his lesson and applied it to establish a thriving insurance business.
If the king of Israel has shot a few more arrows, his victory would have been total and the enemy would have been completely wiped out (2 Kings 13:14-25).
Have you prayed for the sixth time without any results? A little extra tarrying will bring the little cloud that is the forerunner of a great rain (1 Kings 18:1,41-46).
Have you been coming to Shiloh year after year without your needs being met? Like Hannah, just one more attendance at Shiloh can open the floodgates to a lifetime of fruitfulness (1 Samuel 1:1-28; 2:21).
Keep on keeping on. Go the extra mile and expect the great breakthroughs in your life. The Lord has not forgotten you. Your miracle is on the way.

PATH TO LASTING EXCELLENCE

Genesis 37:13-17; Hebrews 12:2,3; Philippians 2:8-11; 2 Corinthians 4:17; 2 Kings 5:1-20; Joshua 6:1-20.
Going the extra mile is the path to lasting excellence. Going beyond the path of duty is the path to promotion and greatness. Doing much more than we are paid for is the way to enduring success.
The little extra can spell the difference between mediocrity and excellence. There had been ball points before “BIC”. However, “BIC” came along and did a small thing in a great way. “BIC” achieved international fame and made the owners extremely wealthy.

Hamburger have been around before Ray Kroc. However Ray Kroc came along and did a small thing in a great way. Ray Kroc and his creation Mcdonald’s became an international success and Ray Kroc amassed a fortune.

You become great by doing small things in a great way

Nurses have been caring for the wounded before Florence Nightingale. However she did it in a great way and became world famous and left a lasting legacy. Just the little extra care! Just the little extra compassion!

Joseph was told to go and check the welfare of his brothers. Not finding them where his father sent him, he went the extra mile to go and seek for them in Dothan (Genesis 37:13-17). It was this character trait that followed him to Portiphar’s house, the prison and as the Prime Minister in Egypt. It led to excellence in his life.
The way of the cross was hard. Rejecting the cross was the easy option. Embracing the cross was painful. Just a little extra endurance secured the victory for Jesus (Hebrews 12:2,3; Philippians 2:8-11).
Have you dipped in Jordan six times and the leprosy still stands? Just one more dip and healing will be yours (2 Kings 5:1-20).

Have you circled the walls of Jericho thirteen times in seven days and the walls are still standing? Just a little extra of the great shout will bring the walls crumbling down (Joshua 6:1-20). 

