GOD’S LEADER FOR THE HOUR
Ezekiel 22:23-31

These are challenging and momentous times. The rapid changes in the world are presenting global opportunities for the discerning. Men’s hearts are failing them because of the increasing vulnerability to both man-made and natural disasters, the increase of terrorism, the fragile nature of world security, etc.

God is on the search for those He can use to reach our generation before they descend into a christless eternity: “And I sought for a man among them” (Ezekiel 22:30).

CONSPIRACY OF THE PROPHETS

Ezekiel 22:25,28; 1 Kings 22:6,10-24; 13:1-33; Jeremiah 23:16,21,25-32; 28:15-17; 29:8,9; 27:9,10; 37:19.
Prophets were meant to be God’s spokesmen for and to their generation. Who could better stand in the gap for the nation but the prophets? God looked among this class but He only saw their conspiracy:
1. Conspiracy against the Lord – They declare “Thus saith the Lord God when the Lord hath not spoken” (Ezekiel 22:28).

2. Conspiracy against the people – They see vanity and divine lies for the people. They deceive the people with their false, unfounded prophecies (Ezekiel 22:28).

3. They devour souls like a roaring lion (Ezekiel 22:25).

4. They destroy family life and render many widows (Ezekiel 22:25).

5. They defraud people and take away their assets by their false prophecies (Ezekiel 22:25).

Like Ahab’s false prophets, there was a conspiracy among the prophets to deceive and devour, to destroy and to defraud (1 Kings 22:6,10-24).

CORRUPTION OF THE PRIESTHOOD

Ezekiel 22:26; Malachi 1:6-14; 2:1-7; 1 Samuel 2:12-31; 3:12-14; Leviticus 10:1-5; Zephaniah 3:3,4; Micah 3:11.
The priests were the guardians and teachers of the Law. However they corrupted and abused their office. Like in Malachi’s time, they were profaning the service of the Lord (Malachi 1:6-14; 2:1-7).

The sins of the priesthood were itemized:

1. They violated God’s law

2. They profaned God’s holy things

3. They blurred over the distinction between the holy and the profane and between the clean and the unclean.

4. They hid their eyes from God’s Sabbath

Like Hophni and Phineas, the sons of Eli, they profaned God’s name, service, etc. by their unholy conduct (1 Samuel 2:12-31; 3:12-14).

COVETOUSNESS OF THE PRINCES

Ezekiel 22:27; 1 Kings 21:1-16; Zephaniah 3:3; Micah 2:2; Amos 2:6; 8:6; James 5:1-6; 2:6,7; 2 Samuel 12:1-10.
The political princes who ought to be the arbiters of justice in the nation and shinning examples of virtue were the ringleaders in sin and models of vice.

They used their political position to extort and get dishonest gain. They were cunning like wolves but wicked and ruthless to the point of shedding blood and destroying whoever stands in the way of their realizing their dream of corrupt enrichment (Ezekiel 22:27).

Like Ahab, they can eliminate Naboth in order to take over his vineyard and get richer in the process (1 Kings 21:1-16; Micah 2:2).

CRUELTY OF THE PEOPLE

Ezekiel 22:29; Amos 2:6,7; 8:6; 4:1; 5:11,12; Joel 3:3; 1 Kings 21:1-16; Micah 2:2; 1 Corinthians 6:1-8; Galatians 5:15.
If the religious and the political leaders have gone astray, the people can stand up for their rights, they can voice their grievance and seek redress.

However the people joined the leadership in the vices:

1. They oppressed the stranger wrongfully

2. They vexed the poor and needy

3. They robbed and extorted

COMBING FOR THE PURE

Ezekiel 22:23-31; Jeremiah 5:1; Genesis 18:26; Isaiah 59:16; 6:8,9; 1 Samuel 13:14; 2 Timothy 2:19-22
“And I sought for a man AMONG THEM” (Ezekiel 22:30). God will not go out to the heathen to recruit a person to stand in the gap for His people. He searched AMONG THEM for a suitable candidate. This has always been God’s method (Deuteronomy 17:14,15; Exodus 18:21-23; Acts 1:21-23; 6:1-7).
So many people made themselves available in the rank and file of the nation of Israel. The spiritual leaders presented themselves for selection. But God rejected the prophets and the priests. The political leaders came out for examination and choice. All the princes were rejected. The common people submitted themselves to divine scrutiny and none of them passed God’s test (Ezekiel 22:23-31). They were AVAILABLE but they were not PURE. They were guilty of one vice or the other. 

God is still on the search for a leader for the hour. God is still combing our ranks for the right candidate. Will you be one?

In Ezekiel’s days, He found none and because of that, divine judgement came upon the entire nation. Will you be God’s man for the hour? Will you be God’s woman for this generation? Who then is willing to consecrate his or her service unto the Lord this day? Are you PURE and AVAILABLE?

