FUNDING AND BUILDING GOD’S TABERNACLE
Whatever structure we erect to worship God belongs to God. He owns it (Leviticus 19:30; 20:3; 21:12; 26:2; Numbers 19:20; Joshua 24:26; 1 Chronicles 22:19; 2 Chronicles 30:8; Psalm 73:17; 74:7).
However it is our responsibility to fund and build the sanctuary. God set the pattern for this when He told Jacob to raise an altar for Him in Bethel. Jacob raises the altar but God owns the altar (Genesis 35:1-10). God established it as a pattern when He commanded Israel to make Him a sanctuary in the wilderness (Exodus 25:1-9).
Except we bring in the tithes and the offerings into the storehouse, God’s storehouse will remain unfunded. If we bring in less than what God has stipulated, the storehouse will remain underfunded. Except we rise up to build God’s tabernacle, it will remain unbuilt (Malachi 3:8-12; Haggai 1:1-15).

God is challenging us to be part of the new move of funding and building a tabernacle for Him that He might dwell among us (Exodus 25:8,9).

UNIVERSAL BUT WILLING PARTICIPATION

Exodus 25:1,2,8; 30:11-16; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7; 8:12; 16:2; 12:12-28; Deuteronomy 16:16,17; 1 Chronicles 29:5; Luke 21:1-4; Mark 12:41-44.
“And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of EVERY MAN that giveth it WILLINGLY with his heart ye shall take my offering … And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them” (Exodus 25:1,2,8).

God wanted Israel to build a sanctuary for Him. However, they were also to supply the MATERIALS and the MANPOWER to effect the building of the sanctuary. The participation in the building project was to be universal (EVERY MAN) and willing (WILLINGLY with his heart). There are many reasons for this:

(1) God wanted each person to have a sense of worth and importance

Each individual is important to God and God values what each person gives no matter how small. The offering of the poor is as valuable to God as the offering of the rich (Luke 21:1-4; Mark 12:41-44). In fact both the poor and the rich were to give the same half a shekel for the sanctuary for the atonement memorial money (Exodus 30:11-16).

(2) God wanted each person to have a sense of belonging and participation

God regarded them as His people and wanted each person to respond to His mandate. They will have a sense of belonging in the family and worship in the tabernacle they have helped to build. People own what they help create and build.
(3) God wanted to put each person on his honour and respect

The offering was to be willing, not forced. Rather than force it from them, they were to give it themselves. God loves a cheerful giver. Offerings are accepted when they come from willing hearts (2 Corinthians 9:6,7; 8:12). Who then is WILLING to consecrate his resources and service to the Lord this day? (1 Chronicles 29:5).

In both Old and New Testaments, the participation was to be UNIVERSAL: “Upon the first day of the week, let EVERY ONE of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him …” (1 Corinthians 16:2). “… and they shall not appear before the Lord empty: EVERY MAN shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord thy God which He hath given thee” (Deuteronomy 16:16,17).

(4) Universal participation makes the load easy and the project achievable

When everybody participates, the load is shared over a wider base and makes it easy for everybody. The project is also easily achievable because the resources and effort mount up when many people are involved. There is no useless member in the body of Christ. Each person can make a valuable contribution that makes functioning enjoyable and easier for everybody. All can and all must contribute something (1 Corinthians 12:12-28).
At the time of Nehemiah, the princes of Tekoa refused to participate in rebuilding the broken walls (Nehemiah 3:5). At the time of Deborah, the people of Meroz refused to be involved in the national project. They were consequently cursed for not coming to the help of the Lord against the mighty (Judges 5:23).

UNCOMMON BUT WINNING PATTERN

Exodus 25:9,40; 26:30; 27:8; 39:32; 40:16,19,21,23,25,29,32-38; Hebrews 8:5; 9:23; 1 Chronicles 28:11-19; John 5:19,20,30; 8:28,29; 1 Kings 18:36,1.
“According to ALL that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of ALL the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it” (Exodus 25:9).

God gave Moses the pattern of the tabernacle: the structure, the courts, the cherubims, the ark of the covenant, the mercy seat, the altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering, the lava, the golden candlestick, and other pieces of furniture etc.

The sanctuary and its content were uncommon and unusual. Personal homes do not have places of sacrifice, lava, etc. The sanctuary was not meant to be a personal house but a divine sanctuary. The pattern though uncommon and unusual was a winning pattern for the intended purpose of divine worship.

God’s tabernacle cannot be built to human specification and preference but to divine specifications and standards. There are things which we may think are not essential but God deems important. We need to build according to divine pattern as Moses did (Exodus 25:40; 26:30; 27:8; 39:32; 40:16,19,21,23,25,29,32-38; Hebrews 8:5; 9:23).
Solomon built according to divine pattern earlier revealed to David his father. Notwithstanding Solomon’s unparalleled wisdom, he followed the divine blueprint (1 Chronicles 28:11-19).

Christ declared that He built according to the divine pattern. He did nothing of Himself (John 5:19,20,30; 8:28,29). Elijah declared that he built according to divine pattern (1 Kings 18:36,1).

We will by the grace of God build an uncommon but winning pattern as God gives us the pattern of His tabernacle.

UNIQUE AND WONDERFUL PRESENCE

Exodus 25:8,9; 40:34-38; 1 Kings 8:10,11; 9:3; 2 Chronicles 7:15,16; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew17:1-9;  Mark 9:1-13; Genesis 35:1-10
The response of the people to the building project was great and wonderful. The participation was UNIVERSAL and the attitude was cheerful and WILLING. In fact, they gave far more than was required. Moses had to stop the offering. It was more than enough (Exodus 25:1-7; 35:21-29; 36:5-7).
The people offered their skills to build the structure and make the furnishings and embroideries (Exodus 35:10,25,26,30-35; 36:1-4,7; 37:1).

They built according to pattern. As a result, God’s presence came down mightily when the tabernacle was dedicated.  The same thing happened when Solomon dedicated the temple that he built (Exodus 40:34-38; 1 Kings 8:10,11; 9:3; 2 Chronicles 7:15,16).

God wants to dwell among us. That is the purpose of making the sanctuary. If we do it as He has directed, we will experience the unique and wonderful presence of the Lord.

