FORWARD!
Exodus 14:1-15
What a word! Action packed word! Forward. This is the only word that merits our attention. Backward never! Standing still is not part of our agenda. It is forward ever!

We have started our journey from bondage to freedom, from sin to righteousness, from darkness to light. We will not stand still. We refuse to go back to Egypt. We will forever be moving forward.

Are you tempted to go back? Forward! Are you tempted to stand still? Forward! Are you afraid of what the future holds? Brave the storms and move forward. You will see the salvation of the Lord.

MIGHTY MOMENTS OF CRISIS
Exodus 14:6-14; Daniel 3:1-28; 6:1-28; Genesis 39:1-23; 41:1-57; Acts 16:16-32; Romans 8:28
Israel left Egypt on a miraculous note. They left in style as victors. Egypt let them go in order to salvage the remaining of their economy (Exodus 12). 

However the stubborn Pharaoh refused to give up on cheap slave labour. He decided to pursue Israel and bring them back again into servitude. His hot pursuit on the heels of Israel created a new crisis for Israel. Panic set in and the once joyful and jubilant people became disillusioned about their newfound freedom. On the one hand they cried unto God, but on the other hand they blamed leadership for their present mess and predicament (Exodus 14:6-12).

Life is never one lump of smooth adventure. There are bumps and storms along the way. However more often than not, the bumps are what we can climb on to reach our goals.

The crisis in the lives of Shadrack, Meshack, Abednego and Daniel precipitated their promotion (Daniel 3:1-28; 6:1-28). Joseph’s crisis paved the way for his ultimate arrival on the throne of Egypt (Genesis 39:1-23; 41:1-57).

The crisis in the life of the Philippian jailor culminated in his salvation and that of his entire household (Acts 16:16-32). For the believer in Christ Jesus, all things work together indeed for those who love God and for those who are the called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).
MANAGING MURMURERS AND COMPLAINERS

Exodus 14:6-13; Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-28; 21:1-10; Philippians 2:1-15; Joshua 8:1-5; 12:1-8
In most crowds, there are always more people with victim mentality than a victor perspective. The perpetual moaners always outnumber the passionately motivated. Majority are always part of the problem leaving the minority as part of the solution. The Calebs and the Joshuas are always in the minority (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-28).

One of the greatest tasks of leadership is the ability to manage murmurers and complainers and steer them towards victory, to motivate those with a defeatist outlook to see a glorious horizon, to encourage those with a grasshopper mentality to become conquering giants in their own right.

Moses did not argue with the murmurers and complainers, he only assured them that the Lord was still on the throne, fighting their battles and that the end of the enemy was in sight. He told them that they were seeing the last vestiges of the enemy. They were about to be wiped out (Exodus 14:13,14).

MAINTAINING MOMEMTUM FOR CONQUEST

Exodus 14:15,16; 17:8-16; Joshua 3:1-15; 6:1-20; 1:6-9; 1 Corinthians 16:13; Philippians 3:13,14
Israel had been marching forward, moving away from bondage into a newfound freedom. However, the present crisis was now making them to stall, to hesitate and vacillate. But God told them to keep moving forward. It is the only way to maintain their poise, composure and a winning streak.  It is like riding a bicycle: to stand still is to fall. To keep pedaling forward is the way to maintain poise and keep advancing.
There are things for both the leadership and the congregation to do. Moses as the leader was to tell the people to move forward. Moses himself was to stretch forth his rod and divide the Red Sea. It takes both actions to win the day (Exodus 14:15,16).

It is difficult to steer a stationary vehicle but easy to steer it when it begins to move. Motion and momentum aid progress and achievement.

