FINDING AND FULFILLING YOUR POTENTIAL
This message can be re-titled “Discovering and Pursuing Your Destiny”. Our potential in simple language is all that we can be in God. Many people live below their potential and go to their graves with their music still in them.
You were born to make a contribution and exercise an influence in the little corner where you are or on a wider scale. You were born for a reason and for a season. Never allow your season to pass without accomplishing the reason why you were born.

An elastic band fulfils its potential and function when stretched. Man is like an elastic band. We need to stretch to fulfil our potential. Except we stretch, we will live below our potential.

Many people live insignificant lives because they never found their potential or discovered their destiny. Others who found it never amounted to anything because they were not ready to pay the price required to fulfil their potential and pursue their destiny. It is your responsibility to find your potential and discover your destiny. Being a nobody or a somebody all depends upon you. Having found your potential, you need to give it all it takes to fulfil it.
ESTIMATE YOUR FULL POTENTIAL

Exodus 2:11-14; Genesis 37:5,9; 40:5-23; 41:1-37; Luke 10:25-37; 1 Peter 4:11; Ephesians 4:7; Matthew 4:18-22; Acts 4:13.
You are unique and there is a contribution you can make that no other person can make in that peculiar way. You are special. You possess skills and gifts that make you uniquely able to do some things in special ways.
There are ways of estimating where your life calling is, of discovering your destiny.

a) What are your frustrations?

Moses felt wounded and frustrated every time that an Egyptian oppressed an Israelite. This eventually led him to defend one Israelite against an Egyptian thereby mistakenly killing the Egyptian. Moses’ frustrations were an indication that he was built to be a deliverer and rescue the oppressed (Exodus 2:11-14). Joseph was frustrated whenever anybody had a dream he could not interpret and he was always ready to help. His gift and calling were in that direction and that was the path to his breakthrough (Genesis 37:5,9; 40:5-23; 41:1-37).
Are you generally frustrated at disorganized environments, unkempt places, unmowed gardens, ignorant people, etc?

b) What stirs your passion?

What are the things that you are passionate about? The things that you never tire doing? Are you passionate about good food and are never tired of cooking in the kitchen? Maybe a career in the restaurant business is part of your calling. Are you passionate about helping people? (Luke 10:25-37). Maybe you were called to be a social worker, nurse, medical doctor, etc.

c) What comes naturally to you?
Are you good with words? A career in writing and publishing may be part of your calling. Do you love to speak? A career in public speaking may be in place. Do you easily get to the root of things? A career in forensic science or in investigative journalism may be for you.

d) Where are you most productive?

Many people bang their heads against the wall in careers where they are struggling. However there are areas that come easy for them and where they are very productive. This is indicative of their potential.

e) What is your mix of gifts, talents, skills and grace?

Is your mind more logical than numerate? Do you like to work in isolation or prefer to work in the company of others? Are you the research type or the shop floor type of worker? (1 Peter 4:11; Ephesians 4:7).
f) What do others see in you?
Christ saw in the Galilee fishermen the potential for greatness. Despite their lack of education, He saw potential leaders and apostles (Matthew 4:18-22; Acts 4:13).
g) What don’t you mind paying the price to achieve?
h) What is God’s witness within you?
ESTABLISH FORTHRIGHT PRINCIPLES
Philippians 3:13,14; Romans 12:11; Genesis 31:38-40; 41:46-49,56,57; Proverbs 13:11; 12:24; Ecclesiastes 9:10; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 6:1,2.
Having found your potential, you need to establish proper principles if you are to develop this potential and then go on to fulfil it.

1. No easy road to success
We need to pay the price of success. Achievement is never delivered on a platter of gold. There is no short cut to success. We must travel the open highway of hard work and perseverance. Be ready to give it all it takes. Don’t let anything deter you from pursuing your dream (Romans 12:11; Genesis 31:38-40; 41:46-49,56,57; Proverbs 13:11; 12:24).

2. Every street is paved with gold
You can be a millionaire growing flowers. You can make an impact being a musician. Every street is paved with gold. Follow your dream and you will discover the silver lining (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

3. Be selective and focused
Don’t dissipate your energies in a thousand channels. Be selective in your activities and be focused on only those things that will help in fulfilling your potential (Philippians 3:13,14).

4. Be determined to make an impact
Refuse to be a nobody. Be determined to make a meaningful contribution and impact as you go about fulfilling your potential. Refuse to receive the grace of God in vain (1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 6:1,2).
ENGAGE WITH FULL PASSION

Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; Joshua 14:6-15; 1 Samuel 17:1-52; 2 Samuel 23:1-8; 1 Corinthians 16:13; Nehemiah 2:17-20; 4:6; 6:15; 1 Kings 18:21.
We can only be our best as we live our lives with great passion. Too many people live with mediocrity and compromise. They are too hesitant in following their dreams. Even amidst opportunities they only see the hindering giants. But people like Caleb and Joshua are too passionate about living that the giants fade into insignificance in their eyes (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; Joshua 14:6-15).
Let us quit ourselves like men and be strong (1 Corinthians 16:13). It is time to stop halting between two opinions. Enough of sitting on the fence. Make a commitment and follow through on the commitment (1 Kings 18:21).
Let us rise up and build that we be no longer as reproach, a failure or non-achiever (Nehemiah 2:17-20; 4:6; 6:15).
Fight the good fight of faith like David, Eleazar, Shammah. Fight with passion when others are vacillating (1 Samuel 17:1-52; 2 Samuel 23:1-8).
Make everyday to count. Let every moment be meaningful. Make a difference in our crumbling world like the Israelite maid in Syria (2 Kings 5:1-6).
