FELLOWSHIP AMONG BELIEVERS

God expects us to be at peace among ourselves (1 Thessalonians 5:13). Loving and harmonious relationship between believers is meant to be the convincing evidence to the world that we are christians (John 13:35).

God expects us to “kiss” one another with a holy kiss (1 Peter 5:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Corinthians 16:20; Romans 16:16). The kiss of Judas is a kiss with a hidden agenda, the kiss of betrayal (Matthew 26:48; Mark 14:44; Luke 22:47,48). The kiss of Judas is a kiss and tell. It is the kiss of death.
GOSPEL: PILLAR OF FELLOWSHIP

1 John 1:3,6,7; 5:2; 2 Corinthians 4:1,2; Ephesians 4:25,29; Colossians 3:9; 2 Timothy 3:16,17; John 13:34; Psalm 119:105.
“That which we have seen and heard declared we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us” (1 John 1:3).

The gospel is the foundation of scriptural, biblical fellowship. It defines what Christian fellowship is, shows us the basis of it and alerts us to the departure from it.

The local church is not a social club or a secret society and the basis of our interaction and fellowship is not rooted in human preference but in divine sanctions. The Bible defines the elements of true and enriching fellowship.

1. Genuine conversion is the basis of true fellowship

We can only love God’s children and be in fellowship with them if we are converted and are living right (1 John 5:2). True fellowship with believers starts with fellowship with God Himself (1 John 1:3,6,7). The sinner cannot be in fellowship with believers in the true sense of it.

2. Christian fellowship is based on openness, frankness and honesty
The believer is meant to have renounced the hidden works of dishonesty and craftiness (2 Corinthians 4:1,2; Ephesians 4:25,29; Colossians 3:9). We are meant never to lie one to another but to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:25,29). Christian fellowship can only be maintained in an atmosphere of complete openness, frankness and honesty.
3. The possibilities of misunderstanding, conflict and offences are ever present

The closer and the deeper the relationship, the more the possibilities of misunderstanding, conflict and offences. It is difficult to offend a distant person. However it is very easy to step on the toes of the person next to you.
We should allow the light of the gospel to shine in our lives and for the word of God to shapen our life and lifestyle (2 Timothy 3:16,17; Psalm 119:105; John 13:34).

GOSSIP: POLLUTER OF FELLOWSHIP

Leviticus 19:16; Exodus 23:1; Proverbs 11:13; 18:8; 20:19; 26:20,22; 25:23; 1 Peter 4:15; 1 Timothy 5:13; 2 Thessalonians 3:11.
Gossip is a great polluter and destroyer of Christian fellowship. All gossips foul the air, bring distractions from the reality of life and create barriers between people. What is gossip? The Oxford Concise English dictionary defines gossip as “easy, idle, unconstrained talk or groundless rumour about persons or social incidents”.
The Bible calls those who gossip talebearers. And truly they bear useless tales that end up affecting people’s minds negatively (Leviticus 19:16; Proverbs 11:13; 18:8; 20:19; 26:20,22). The Bible refers to those who gossip as busybodies in other men’s matters (1 Peter 4:15; 1 Timothy 5:13; 2 Thessalonians 3:11). Gossips overlook their own leprosy but are busy talking about other people’s ringworm.
God hates gossip to the extent that He gave a direct commandment against it: “Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people” (Leviticus 19:16). Gossips consist of baseless and groundless rumour. It is essentially spreading a false and unfounded report. God is vehement against it: “Thou shalt not raise a false report” (Exodus 23:1).
Gossip hurts and that deeply: “The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly” (Proverbs 18:8; 26:22). Gossips reveal unpleasant secrets and unedifying incidents that are best kept out of public hearing (Proverbs 11:13). God has directed us not to meddle with talebearers (Proverbs 20:19).
If nobody listens to gossip, the career of talebearers will come to an end: “Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth” (Proverbs 26:20). Never give a friendly disposition to talebearers: “The north wind driveth away rain: so doth an angry countenance a backbiting tongue” (Proverbs 25:23).

Reporting an unpleasant incident so that it can be corrected is not gossip. The house of Chloe did this in Corinth and this prompted Paul the apostle to correct the church (1 Corinthians 1:11-17,31; 3:1-9). Joshua reported an incident to Moses and Moses corrected his view of the case (Numbers 11:25-30).
GRACE: PROMOTER OF FELLOWSHIP

Matthew 18:7,15-35; 1 Peter 4:8; James 5:20; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; Colossians 4:6; Ephesians 4:29; 1 Peter 3:15; Proverbs 31:26.
Offences are bound to happen in the local church (Matthew 18:7; Luke 17:1). This is why we have the message of forgiveness (Matthew 18:15-35).
Gracious disposition that is tolerant and forbearing will go a long way to promote fellowship. Never believe evil of anybody without good evidence and even if it is true, learn to forgive and overlook (Ephesians 4:31,32). Love will cover a multitude of sins as it makes no issue of passing offences (1 Peter 4:8; James 5:20; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7).

A heart that has been touched with the grace of God will bring out good things for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34,35). Gracious words from our mouth will promote Christian fellowship (Colossians 4:6; Ephesians 4:29; 1 Peter 3:15; Proverbs 31:26).

