EQUIPPING VICTORS FOR ENDTIME CHALLENGES

God put man in the world to be victors. However man has become a victim of circumstances, a grasshopper intimidated, manipulated, and oppressed by demonic giants in the land. This situation of things ought not to continue, at least in the midst of God’s children.

Ignorance is the bedfellow of defeat – “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6).“Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge” (Isaiah 5:13). Saints’ ignorance will always be Satan’s victory (2 Corinthians 2:11).

The duty of pastors is to pass on relevant spiritual knowledge, freedom-giving truth, and bondage-breaking word to the people of God. God is calling pastors in our time to equip victors for end-time challenges, to turn victims into victors.

CHALLENGING AND EVIL TIMES

Ephesians 5:16; 6:13; Matthew 24:12,24; 2 Timothy 3:1-8; 4:3,4; Psalm 12:1; Isaiah 59:14; Ezekiel 22:22-30

The testimony of scripture is that these are evil days (Ephesians 5:16; 6:13). The devil knows that his time is short and has therefore decided on a policy of maximum confusion and oppression (Revelation 12:12). As a result, satanic manifestations and manipulations are at an epidemic proportion, backsliding of believers is happening at an amazing rate (Matthew 24:12).

These are challenging times that even the very elect can be deceived if not careful (Matthew 24:24). Slick false prophets have arisen with alternative gospels. They are concentrating on irrelevant things that will never guarantee a saved eternity.

It is only a blind or self-conceited pastor that will not see or accept that these are challenging and evil times.

CONSISTENT AND EQUIPPING TEACHER

2 Timothy 4:2; 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9; Acts 20:27,28; 2 Peter 1:12; Isaiah 28:10-13; Jeremiah 23:4; 3:15.

God does not expect us as pastors that we will be folding our arms in these challenging and evil times allowing the devil to do his worst. We cannot watch while our swords are resting in their sheaths. Draw out your sword and fight the good fight of faith! (Jeremiah 48:10; 1 Timothy 6:12).

God expects that we will be equipping victors for these end-time challenges. He expects that we will be raising winners for these turbulent times.

The best way we can do this is by being consistent and equipping teachers of the word. We will be imparting knowledge to the spiritually ignorant (Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11). God does not expect that we will be telling tales and fables on the pulpit – “Preach the word, be instant in season, out season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). The gospel minister must be apt to teach and holding fast the faithful word (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9).

We teach the people of God principles of salvation and righteous living, precept upon precept, line upon line (Isaiah 28:10-13). We must be systematic and consistent in our teaching style so that believers can be established in the present truth (2 Peter 1:12). We teach them strategies of spiritual warfare, expose Satan’s devices, teach their hands to war and their fingers to fight as God enables us (Psalm 18:34; 144:1; 2 Samuel 22:35). We teach them to walk and live by faith (Romans 1:17). We teach to occupy for the Lord (Luke 19:12).

The role of the teacher is one of the most important roles in today’s church because the enemy is having the upper hand because of so much ignorance of the truth among believers. God has called us to preach and teach the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27,28).

CONCENTRATED AND ENABLING TRUTH

2 Timothy 4:2-4; Romans 10:17; Acts 14:7-10; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; John 8:32,36; Revelation 12:11

The church is becoming more worldly day by day. Believers in many churches are more at home with quotations from the Readers’ Digest or Time magazine than another passage of scripture. Many believers have itching ears and only want to hear what will titillate their ears (2 Timothy 4:3,4).

The preacher that is quoting from the works of psychologists is called anointed and powerful but the one that ranges from one Bible passage to another is daubed a Bible basher. Good turn of phrases rather than establishing truth is what many believers want to hear today. There might not be any specific problem with sermon topics such as “How to trouble your trouble”, “It’s not over till its over”. However when topics such as “How to be born again” is too old fashioned to grace many pulpits, the church has problems.

In the midst of this compromise and softening of the gospel, God expects us to preach the undiluted gospel. Let your preaching be concentrated truth. This is the kind of truth that enables. We need to give PRIORITY to the word in our local churches. Worship is important and prayer is essential but the word must have pre-eminence. We need to bear the following in mind:

(1) Faith comes not by prayer and fasting but by the hearing of the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 14:7-10).

(2) The word of God is the weapon against the devil – “It is written”  (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).

(3) It is the TRUTH that we know that sets us free (John 8:32,36).

(4) Overcoming comes by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testimony (Revelation 12:11).

As Paul gave charge to Timothy as the pastor or bishop of the church of Ephesus, God is giving the same charge to pastors today: “Preach the word, be instant in season, out season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). Exhort believers to continue in the grace and word of God (Acts 13:43). Establish them in the present truth (2 Peter 1:12). Encourage, empower, equip and enable them for kingdom work and expansion (1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Chronicles 15:7).

CONQUEST AND ENDTIME TRIUMPH

Judges 7:9,13-23; Romans 16:20; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 1 John 5:4; Hebrews 6:12; Joshua 1:3-8; Psalm 118:6

If the pastors teach as ordained by God and teach the word as given by God without diluting it, victory is certain. Conquest and end-time triumph will be the lot of believers. We will be like Gideon’s victorious army (Judges 7:9,13-23). Satan will be bruised under our feet every time (Romans 16:20).

With the weapons of our warfare that are not carnal but mighty through God, we will pull down every satanic stronghold (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). Our faith which is built on God’s word will surely overcome the world (1 John 5:4).

We will inherit the promises as we follow the footsteps of those who through faith and patience did the same before us (Hebrews 6:12).

