ENJOYING THE FATHER’S PROVISION
Luke 15:11-32

This parable best known to Bible readers as the parable of the prodigal son has many interesting angles to it. It could be seen from the viewpoint of the loving father or from the perspective of the bitter, disgruntled elder son. Each angle gives us a fresh and refreshing message which when taken to heart can enable us to live better in the here and now.
Inheritances are generally distributed or divided after the death of the father (Luke 12:13-15). However the younger son in this family could not wait until the death of his father. He came to categorically request for his share of the inheritance: “Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me” (Luke 15:12).

Armed with abundant resources following the receiving of his portion of the inheritance, the younger son left home for a far country where he lived recklessly in sin and degradation. Events overtook him and brought him down from grace to grass. After many futile attempts and efforts trying to turn his situation around, he decided to head back home in order to start from scratch (Luke 15:13-21).

The loving father accepted him back, celebrated his homecoming and reinstated him back to the position of son and heir (Luke 15:22-24).

BUILDING THE FATHER’S PROVISION

Luke 15:25,29; 19:13-27; 14:23; Matthew 25:14-30; 21:28-32; Malachi 3:10; 1 Corinthians 15:58; John 9:4.
While the younger son took his inheritance and went to WASTE it in the far country in riotous living, the elder son stayed in the father’s house BUILDING the father’s provision and resources. This is a plus on his side – industrious, diligent, and dutiful.

On the day the younger son returned, “Now his elder son was in the field” (Luke 15:25). In fact, the elder son’s testimony to his father bore out his diligence and dutifulness: “Lo, these MANY years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment” (Luke 15:29).

He was an obedient, dutiful son. He gathers in the harvest, he doesn’t eat the bread of idleness (Proverbs 10:5; 31:27). He was a dependable son. He was busy in the father’s vineyard.

We need to follow this aspect of his life – diligence, dutifulness, obedience. We need to occupy till He comes (Luke 19:13-27). We need to employ the talents that God has endowed us with (Matthew 25:14-30; 21:28-32). We need to go out into the world and compel the sinners to come in that God’s house may be full of human resources (Luke 14:23). We need to bring in all the tithes and offering that God’s house may be full of financial resources (Malachi 3:10).

This is our time and opportunity to build the Father’s provision by labouring in the kingdom and being obedient to God’s commandments. We must serve God and not transgress His commandments at any time.

BITTERNESS AT THE FATHER’S PARTIALITY

Luke 15:28-30; Genesis 27:1-10; 37:3,4; 48:13-22; 1 Kings 1:5,6; Romans 9:12-24; 3:5,6; Jeremiah 18:6; Isaiah 45:9,10; John 21:21,22.
The elder son was returning home after a day’s hard work in the fields and heard the noise of celebration. Following enquiry, he knew the reason why – his younger brother has returned and the father is celebrating.

His attitude was bad and resentful: “And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him” (Luke 15:28). He had an axe to grind with his father. He was bitter and began to lay accusation at the father’s doorstep. He accused his father of partiality.

He asserted that he has been diligent and obedient and serving the father for many years: “and yet thou never gavest me a KID, that I might make merry with my friends” (Luke 15:29).

But the father has generously rewarded the lay about and spendthrift: “But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath DEVOURED thy living with harlots, thou has killed for him the FATTED CALF” (Luke 15:30).

The elder son presented a strong case of the father’s partiality. He expressed his utter disagreement and plainly showed his anger and bitterness and was outspoken in his accusation of his father. Was he right? Do his arguments stack up or hold water? Is the father really guilty of partiality?

BLINDNESS TO HIS FULL POSITION

Luke 15:12,31,32; Galatians 4:1,2,7; 3:29; Titus 3:7; Hebrews 1:14; 6:17; James 2:5; 1 Peter 3:7; Romans 8:17
When the younger son demanded for his portion of the inheritance initially, the father took a sensible action: “And he DIVIDED UNTO THEM his living” (Luke 15:12).

The prodigal son took his own and wasted it in riotous living. What has the elder son done with his share of the inheritance? Nothing! He left it in the father’s hand. How can he now come to accuse the father of partiality? What have you done with your divine endowment? If you bury your talent in the sand, how can you accuse God for not prospering?
Another major problem with the elder son was his lack of understanding of his full and true position. He saw himself as a worker who serves diligently. He saw himself as a son possibly but no more a little better than servants in the house. But he never saw himself as an HEIR.

His father’s reply to his accusation is very enlightening: “And he said unto him, son, thou art ever with me, and ALL that I have is THINE” (Luke 15:31).
1. He was in a better position than the prodigal son. He was ever with the father and therefore has a constant access to the father’s provision.

2. The prodigal son asked and received (Luke 15:11,12). The elder son was waiting for the father to take the initiative (Luke 15:29). Ask and receive, seek and find, knock for the door to open. You have not because you ask not (Matthew 7:7-11; James 4:2).

3. He was living like a servant and not like a heir. Even if he had summoned the courage to ask the father, he would have asked for a KID and not for the FATTED CALF (Luke 15:29,30).

4. Because ALL that the father had was his, the father wouldn’t have complained if the elder son had killed the fatted calf the previous week before the arrival of his younger brother.

5. His self esteem was very low. He was only thinking of killing a KID and making merry with his friends when he could be talking of killing the FATTED CALF and celebrating with many important dignitaries.

6. His thinking was small, myopic and local. It was limited to his circle of friends. Be rid of small thinking, think BIG. Don’t be little, be BIG!
7. What the father can do for him is not dependent on what he is doing for his younger brother. There is no place for jealousy or anger. Don’t be angry at God’s blessings in the life of others. What God does for others does not limit what He can for you.
8. The father dismissed the accusation of partiality. It was necessary to celebrate his brother’s homecoming (Luke 15:32).

