DELIVERANCE FROM EVIL SPIRITS

Mark 5:1-20

Evil spirits are disembodied (i.e. without bodies) and hence need where to reside. They generally do not like roaming around without a specific habitation (Matthew 12:43-45). Any body like that of an animal like a pig will do but they prefer to dwell in people as they can be more effective in their operations since man possesses more faculties (Mark 5:12,15; Luke 8:32).

Further more, evil spirits find it more comfortable in some places than in others and when they are at home somewhere, they will not like to leave unless they are forced out (Mark 5:10; Matthew 12:43-45).

Territories where the gospel is not welcome will be good ground for demons to dwell and operate as the place will be left desolate by the absence of Christ (Mark 5:17,21; Matthew 8:34; 23:37,38).

A life filled with sin, disobedience, rebellion provides a good hiding place for demons (Matthew 12:43-45; 1 Samuel 16:14; 18:12; Luke 22:3) whereas a holy life shields one from demonic invasion (1 John 5:18; Job 1:5-11).

However, there is deliverance from evil spirits in the name of the Lord for whosoever will.

NAME OF THE TERRIBLE STRONGMAN

Mark 5:2,7-10; 3:27; Matthew 26:53; 12:29; Luke 11:21,22; Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 9:11; 12:7-9; Acts 16:16

The story indicates the presence of many evil spirits, yet the presentation of the case sometimes brings only one evil spirit into prominence: “And when He was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT (singular not plural!)” (Mark 5:2).

When the man confronted Jesus, the evil spirit replied: “What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the Most High God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not” (Mark 5:7).

Christ commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man (Mark 5:8). However before the final exit of the evil spirit, Christ interrogated him: “What is thy name?” (Mark 5:9). The reply of the evil spirit is interesting and revealing: “MY name IS Legion: for WE ARE many” (Mark 5:9).

It was the supervisor of the demons, the chief, the controller who was speaking on their behalf: “And HE besought Him much that He would not send THEM away out of the country” (Mark 5:10).

The unclean spirit was the STRONGMAN keeping the house or palace safe. He directs as well as makes decisions on behalf of the other subordinate demons. Satan’s kingdom is organized in a hierarchical fashion (Ephesians 6:12).

Just as angels have names, so also demons have names (Revelation 9:11; 12:7-9; Acts 16:16). The name of this evil spirit LEGION reveals a lot about his role and operation. A legion is a division of the ancient Roman army consisting of six thousand (6000) soldiers. This demon was the chief demon over thousands of demons (Mark 5:9; Matthew 26:53).

NETWORK OF TORMENTING SPIRITS

Mark 5:9; 16:9; Matthew 12:43-45; 8:28-32; 26:53; Luke 8:2,30-33; 11:24-26; 1 Kings 22:19-23; 1 Samuel 16:14.

“What is thy name?” was Jesus’ question to the unclean spirit. “MY name IS Legion: for WE ARE many” was the answer of the evil spirit (Mark 5:9).

It was clearly evident from the answer of the evil spirit that a network of tormenting, oppressing, afflicting demons were at work. The strange behaviour of the man shows many influences at work – crying, restlessness, self-infliction of injury, dwelling among tombs and in the mountains, supernatural strength to break iron in pieces, hostility to human beings, etc.

Since evil spirits are not omnipresent, they can only occupy one place at a time. With 2000 pigs drowning violently, at least 2000 evil spirits resided inside this man.

Imagine 2000 evil spirits each with his own foul and unclean character residing in a man and exercising influence over him! How can he ever be normal? How will he not be fierce and dangerous? How can he ever sleep?

When the opportunity presents itself, evil spirits like to work as a group and this team work makes their oppression more terrible (Matthew 12:43-45; 8:28-32; Luke 8:2,30-33).

Just as there can be a network of good angels offering protection for the saints, there can be a network of evil spirits oppressing and afflicting people (Matthew 26:53; 12:43-45; Mark 5:9).

NAME OF THE TRIUMPHANT SAVIOUR

Mark 5:8,12,13; 16:17; 9:38,39; Luke 9:1; 10:17-20; Acts 16:!8; Matthew 10:1; John 14:13,14; 16:23,24; Philippians 2:9-11

“Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit” (Mark 5:8) was Christ’s command to the strongman. Man should be the dwelling place of God and not the dwelling place of the devil (Ephesians 2:22; Luke 22:3).

The demons didn’t want to leave the territory, so they besought Jesus not to send them out of the country (Mark 5:10). The people of the land didn’t fancy Jesus’ ministry of deliverance (Mark 5:17) and there was nobody to challenge and disturb the demons, so they were operating unmolested. Why will they want to leave such a place? They requested to be sent into the herd of swine nearby and Jesus gave them leave (Mark 5:12,13).

Christ has given us power over unclean spirits. We can cast out demons in the name of Jesus. That name is a triumphant name which is above the name of every demon beginning from Satan the chief demon (Luke 9:1; 10:17-20; Mark 16:17; 9:38,39; Acts 16:!8; Matthew 10:1; John 14:13,14; 16:23,24; Philippians 2:9-11).

NEWNESS OF THE TRANSFORMED SOUL

Mark 5:15,18-20; 16:9; Matthew 7:15-20; 8:33; Acts 16:18,19; Luke 8:2,35,36; Ephesians 2:1-3,22; Romans 8:15.

The ministry of deliverance has a tangible outcome. When the demon left this man he was “sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind” (Mark 5:15). All eyes could see it. It was evident. The transformation that came upon the man was tremendous. He was now calm, controllable, normal, properly and sanely dressed.

When a person is truly delivered from the influence of demons, old things will pass away and all things will become new. There will be:

· A change of behaviour (no longer violent and uncontrollable, now calm)

· A change of relationship (no longer fierce, touchy and hot-tempered, now approachable)

· A change of mind (no longer irrational and manipulated, now in his right mind)

· A change of disposition (no longer restless and crying, now restful, peaceful and quiet)

· A change of dressing (no longer naked or wearing Satan-inspired attire or fashion, now decently dressed)

Those who have truly been delivered will be known by their fruits (Matthew 7:15-20; Acts 16:18,19; Luke 8:2; Mark 16:9).

