CRIMINALS IN GOD’S HOUSE
The contemporary church has among its members those who heaven has no record of. Sometimes they serve as elders or deacons, sometimes they fund the activities of the church but God has rejected them. They are criminals in God’s house (Psalm 50:16-23).

These criminals are in various categories and their continued presence in the local church without any signs of penitence has made the church to loose credibility. Now is the time for purging. Judgement must begin at the house of God (1 Peter 4:17).

THIEVES AND SPIRITUAL ROBBERS

Leviticus 27:30; Malachi 3:8-12; Zechariah 5:1-5; Jeremiah 23:27,30,32; 28:15-17; Jeremiah 23:27,30,32; 28:15-17.
The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines a thief as a person who steals especially secretly and without violence. It defines stealing as taking another person’s property illegally (without right or permission) in secret with the intention of not returning it. It defines a robbery as taking a person’s property unlawfully by force or threat of force. 

In essence the thief and the robber do the same thing – confiscate other people’s possession illegally. The thief does it without violence but the robber does it with force.

Thieves and robbers in God’s house fall into various categories:

(1) Thieves and robbers of God’s money (Withholding the tithe)

The tithe is the Lord’s and it is wholly unto the Lord (Leviticus 27:30). God has a legal right over the tithe. The nature of the tithe does not change whether we give it or we withhold it. It still belongs to the Lord. Whoever withholds the tithe is branded a robber by God (Malachi 3:8-12). Just as there is sentence for the robber in the physical so it is also in the spiritual. Such people are cursed (Malachi 3:8-12; Zechariah 5:1-5). There is blessing for paying the tithe (Proverbs 3:9,10; Ezekiel 44:30; Malachi 3:8-12; Deuteronomy 26:1-15).
(2) Thieves and robbers of God’s money (Stealing and misappropriating the tithe)

Judas Iscariot was branded a thief because he was stealing and misappropriating the Lord’s funds (John 12:1-6). Unfaithfulness and lack of accountability in handling God’s money invites the curse. We ought to follow the examples of the workers who repaired the temple in their faithful dealing (2 Kings 12:15). God expects us to deal faithfully and to walk and live honestly (2 Corinthians 8:18-21; Hebrews 13:18).
Don’t be Ananias and Sapphira in the local church altering financial records, falsifying receipts, presenting fake bills, siphoning away God’s precious funds (Acts 5:1-11).

(3) Thieves and robbers of God’s message

There are those like Hananiah and other false prophets who made God’s people to believe a lie, who stole God’s word from the people (Jeremiah 23:27,30,32; 28:15-17). Such people are agents of the Devil in the local church uprooting the precious seed of the word that has been sown in the hearts of the people (Matthew 13:3,4,19; Mark 4:3,4,15; Luke 8:5,12).
TEMPTERS AND SEDUCING REBELS

Revelation 2:20-23; 2 Kings 9:22; Genesis 39:1-13; 2 Samuel 13:1-15; Ephesians 5:1-5; Judges 16:5-21
Jezebel in the New Testament was a noted woman in the local church. She was seducing God’s people to commit adultery and causing them to eat things sacrificed unto idols. She was a great criminal in God’s house (Revelation 2:20-23).
Jezebel in the Old Testament promoted whoredom and witchcraft in Israel. She was a great criminal among God’s people (2 Kings 9:22).

Even today there are still the likes of Portiphar’s wife seducing innocent young men like Joseph in the local church (Genesis 39:1-13). There are the type of playboys like Amnon trapping innocent young women in the local church (2 Samuel 13:1-15; 2 Timothy 3:5,6).

Fornication, adultery, sinful boy friend girl friend relationships are not to be once named among believers (Ephesians 5:1-5).

There are subtle and flattering Delilahs that neutralize power, blur vision, destroy focus, extinguish anointing of men of God like Samson who are still loitering in the churches (Judges 16:5-21).

Pastors that are matchmaking, arranging girls for men, choir members committing immorality together in church vestries, pastors having affairs with ladies in the church, those who dress as to cause men to lust after them are all criminals in God’s house.

TALEBEARERS AND SCANDALOUS REPORTERS

Leviticus 19:16; Proverbs 20:19; 18:8; 26:20,22; 11:13; James 3:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 3:11; 1 Peter 4:15; 1 Thessalonians 5:13.
Talebearers and scandalous reporters spread baseless rumours, disseminate slanted news, sow discord among brethren (Leviticus 19:16; Proverbs 20:19).

They foul the waters of fellowship and create wounds and offences in God’s household (Proverbs 18:8; 26:22). They are enemies of unity and peace. Their serpentine, satanic wisdom always creates confusion and commotion in the church (Proverbs 26:20; 11:13; James 3:13-18).

The Bible refers to them as tattlers or busy bodies in other men’s matters (2 Thessalonians 3:11; 1 Peter 4:15; 1 Thessalonians 5:13). These are criminals in God’s house.
TRAFFICKERS AND SENSUAL RELIGIONISTS

Joel 3:3; Habakkuk 2:12; Psalm 7:11; Leviticus 19:29; Deuteronomy 22:21; 23:17,18; John 2:13-17
There are people who use church as a cover-up for their evil deeds. They hide under the cloak of religion to perpetrate their evil.
They are traffickers in people and drugs. They sell people and drugs for financial gain (Joel 3:3). They are building with blood money (Habakkuk 2:12).

These traffickers (madams and puree boys) have become elders and deacons in local churches. However God sees them as criminals in His house. Whatever money they give can never buy them God’s favour. God is angry with them everyday (Psalm 7:11).

Prostitution is expressly forbidden by God (Leviticus 19:29; Deuteronomy 22:21; 23:17). To bring the proceeds of prostitution as offering in God’s house is an abomination. God does not need rotten money (Deuteronomy 23:18).

Prostitutes who have not repented but are singing in the choir or serving in other capacities in the local church are criminals in God’s house.

TARES AND SATAN’S RESERVES

Matthew 13:24-30,36-40; John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Revelation 2:2; Judges 21:19-23; Acts 13:6-12
A local church may record an attendance of 100 – 80 are wheat and 20 are weeds. The wheat are the children of God and the weeds are the children of the Devil (Matthew 13:24-30,36-40).
The Devil plants tares in the midst of God’s children. These are people on Satan’s reserve bench awaiting their time of play (Matthew 13:24-30,36-40; John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Revelation 2:2).

Such people are in the church with evil intention. Some are like wolves that have come to “catch” a wife or a husband (Judges 21:19-23). Some are there to manipulate the church for their selfish interests and advantage.
