COPING WITH LIFE’S SURPRISES
Every christian is best advised to develop a shock absorber from the onset of his christian life. There will be many bumps along the road to cope with. Except we develop rugged, robust and resilient shock absorbers, the impact of the bumps can be very destabilizing and destructive.

Many of the shocks are unfortunate, all of them are painful but it is part of christian experience. Praying may prevent some of them but nothing will eliminate all of them. We have to be prepared to cope with them.
May the Lord give us the grace to cope with life’s surprises when they come and the wisdom to handle the circumstances surrounding them.

DEATHS AND SUDDEN BEREAVEMENTS

Leviticus 10:1-7; 1 Samuel 31:6; 22:18-23; 2 Samuel 1:4,5,17-27; 4:31-39; Matthew 14:10-13; Acts 7:57-60; 8:1,2; 12:1-5; Revelation 2:13.
Deaths can be result of divine judgement or an outcome of satanic attack or a natural occurrence that can be due to a host of factors.

Every christian will have to cope with occasional deaths of beloved brethren, sudden bereavement of beloved men of God.

Some of the deaths will be explainable; others will forever remain bewildering and puzzling. It gets more confusing and mysterious from every angle we view it.

Aaron suffered the sudden bereavements of two of his sons in the ministry. Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire upon God’s altar contrary to God’s instructions (Leviticus 10:1-3). Aaron had to cope with the losses and shocks. Aaron was to comport himself well, keep his emotions under control and prevent his emotions from running wild because of further consequences that could follow. He could not uncover his head, rend his clothes, forsake the tabernacle because of his status as the High Priest. Aaron held his peace and did so (Leviticus 10:3-7).

David had to cope with the sudden deaths of beloved friends and associates like Jonathan, Ahimelech and Abner (1 Samuel 31:6; 22:18-23; 2 Samuel 1:4,5,17-27; 4:31-39).

Jesus had to cope with the sudden execution of John the Baptist by Herod (Matthew 14:10-13). The early church had to cope with the sudden deaths of James the apostle, Stephen and Antipas (Acts 7:57-60; 8:1,2; 12:1-5; Revelation 2:13).

The deaths are more painful when they are sudden and unexpected as well as when they could have been prevented.

DISAPPOINTMENTS AND SATANIC BUFFETINGS

1 Kings 19:1-14; Habakkuk 1:1-5; Jeremiah 20:7-18; 1 Kings 22:13-28; Hebrews 11:36-38; Matthew 23:31-39; 2 Corinthians 12:7; 1 Corinthians 4:11-13.
Disappointments can bring frustrations. When expectations are not met, when desires are not fulfilled, when the outcome is not what we bargained for, these are like bumps on the road.
Sometimes we expect God to come down and do something dramatic. When this does not happen, we feel let down, we are disappointed. Discouragement can set in because of this. Thoughts of frustration and suicide, backsliding etc. can easily set in. This was the problem with Elijah. How can Jezebel still have the audacity to challenge him despite the mount Carmel spectacular manifestations? Is God sleeping? What has gone wrong? This led Elijah to requesting death (1 Kings 19:1-14). Habakkuk had his share of frustrations (Habakkuk 1:1-5). So also was Jeremiah (Jeremiah 20:7-18).
Paul was binding and casting out demons (Acts 16:16-18; 19:10-17) and yet a messenger of Satan was buffeting him without any respite (2 Corinthians 12:7; 1 Corinthians 4:11-13).

Why does God allow some of His ministers to go through untold persecution, hardships and satanic buffetings without any deliverance in sight? (1 Kings 22:13-28; Hebrews 11:36-38; Matthew 23:31-39). These are part of the ministry shocks and unexplainables that we have to cope with.

When Ziklag was burnt with fire and David’s men turned against him, David knew how to cope with such shocks (1 Samuel 30:1-20).

Smith Wigglesworth ministered with power and authority in dealing with all sorts of satanic oppression and afflictions. Yet he suffered from kidney stone without instantaneous healing.

DECEPTION FROM SERVING BRETHREN

John 12:5,6; 1 Kings 13:18; Galatians 2:4,11-18; Acts 20:29-31; 2 Peter 2:1; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15,26; Mark 13:22; Matthew 24:11,24; 7:15.
Hypocrisy and deception from trusted brethren and anointed ministers can have a devastating impact upon us. We are taken aback – surprised, dazed.
That Judas, though an apostle, could be stealing from the communal purse was a shock to the rest and John thought it significant enough to record it (John 12:5,6).

The hypocrisy of Peter shocked Paul, he had to confront him over his action (Galatians 2:11-18). It is really shocking that the old prophet at Bethel could tell lies and yet declare to his younger colleague that an angel of the Lord spoke to him in the word of the Lord (1 Kings 13:18).

It is shocking and unfortunate when among serving brethren we discover wolves in sheep clothing (Acts 20:29-31; 2 Peter 2:1; Galatians 2:4; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15,26; Mark 13:22; Matthew 24:11,24; 7:15).
