CONQUEST THROUGH ABIDING PARTNERSHIP
2 Samuel 21:15-17
David was used to fighting with the Philistines (1 Samuel 17:1-54; 2 Samuel 5:17-25). Here we have a new battle with an old enemy. David went down to face the enemy in battle.

Time and place can better alter the balance of things in our favour or to our disadvantage. For this reason we need to put in place the appropriate mechanisms for victory.

When David was young, facing Goliath alone was no problem for he was swift, quick and could run. He was full of energy. Now that he is old, facing Ishbibenob required the assistance of Abishai. David still won the victory through abiding partnership.

No two battles are ever the same and because of this we may need different strategies to fight them (2 Samuel 5:17-25). Although the terrain of battle may remain the same, the enemy unchanged but the strategy may need to be altered to guarantee victory.

VALOUR OF THE ANOINTED PROFESSIONAL

2 Samuel 21:15; 5:17-25; 11:1; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 16:13; 2 Chronicles 15:7; Numbers 32:6; 2 Corinthians 12:15; 11:23.
“Moreover the Philistines had yet war again with Israel; and David went down, and his servants with him, and fought against the Philistines” (2 Samuel 21:15).

David started life as a warrior as an amateur though anointed. However with the training and experience of many battles, he has become an anointed professional. The difference is that between an “anointed amateur” and  an “anointed professional”.

Though David was now a king, yet he will not be left at home when a new battle arises. This is very commendable. That we have becomes kings does not spare us the hassle of warfare (2 Samuel 5:17-25; 11:1). As the anointed professional that he has become, he was still busy confronting and conquering giants (1 Corinthians 15:58; 16:13; 2 Chronicles 15:7; Numbers 32:6).

In this new battle with an old enemy, David went down together with his trained men and fought against the Philistines.

VULNERABILITY OF THE AGEING PROFESSIONAL

2 Samuel 21:15,16; Joshua 9:1-10; Ecclesiastes 1:17; 2:3,12; 7:25; 1 Corinthians 10:12; Romans 11:20,21.
“… and David waxed faint” (2 Samuel 21:15). David confronted Goliath as a youth though an armateur. At that time he was an anointed armateur or “unprofessional”. However many years have passed and many battles have been fought from Keilah, Ziklag and many other places. David had become an anointed professional himself. It was as if he was invincible. If he could kill Goliath as an anointed unprofessional, which giant could he not slay as an anointed professional?

However another important factor began to set in: age! His stamina in battle was reducing. He was no longer as swift as when he was young. The scripture says that in the present battle “… and David waxed faint” (2 Samuel 21:15).

“And Ishbibenob, which was of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in weight, he being girded with a new sword, thought to have slain David” (2 Samuel 21:16).

This Philistine giant almost killed David in this deadly battle. This shows the vulnerability of the ageing professional. 
As we age there might not be enough stamina to pray as long as when young, the body can no longer sustain the stress and strain of constant, prolonged fasting, there might not be enough energy to battle it out in deliverance over an extended period, there might not be enough physical strength for sustained preaching and teaching.
In spiritual warfare also, the vulnerability of the ageing professional shows up. Joshua could easily be deceived by the Gibeonites (Joshua 9:1-10). Solomon who was supposed to be very wise could go the path of foolishness (Ecclesiastes 1:17; 2:3,12; 7:25).

The ageing professional thinks he is invincible and therein lies his weakness. Let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he falls (1 Corinthians 10:12; Romans 11:20,21).

VALUE OF ABIDING PARTNERSHIP

2 Samuel 21:17-22; 23:8-39; 10:9-12; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12;  Psalm 133:1-3; Luke 5:7; 10:1; Matthew 18:19.
“But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philistine and killed him” (2 Samuel 21:17).

Abishai helped David against Ishbibenob the Philistine giant. Abishai killed the giant. Here we see the value of abiding partnership.

David was not only a giant killer, he raised up and trained other giant killers who were working and collaborating with him. He had mighty men who could rise to the task when occasion demands it (2 Samuel 23:8-30).

Cooperation and partnership are profitable (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 2 Samuel 10:9-12; Psalm 133:1-3; Luke 5:7).

If we destroy the nobles around us like Saul, in the day of battle we will have nobody to help us. No Samuel to intercede and no David to slay Goliath (1 Samuel 16:1-4; 17:1-54; 14:18,19,39,40; 26:19; 27:1,2; 22:17-19; 31:1-13).

If we develop the people around us and we raise them as giant killers, they will be there to rescue us and bring us victory in the fiercest of battles. There will be the likes of Abishai who can slay Ishbibenob (2 Samuel 21:15-21).

As a pastor, develop the people around you. Raise up intercessors. Develop able preachers. Train effective deliverance ministers. Equip leaders. Nurture counselors. They will be a mighty army to fight by your side in life’s spiritual battles.
As a man, develop your family – wife, children – train your extended family and together you will be a formidable force against the devil.

VOW OF THE ASSISTING PATRIOTS
2 Samuel 21:17; 23:14-17; Acts 15:26; 20:24; 1 Corinthians 16:15,16; Colossians 4:12,13; Philippians 2:25-30; John 11:8,16.
“Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou shalt go no more out with us to battle, that thou quench not the light of Israel” (2 Samuel 21:17).
Generals never go to the war front. They stay at the logistics room dispensing their wisdom and experience, planning effective battle strategies and directing those at the war front for strategic warfare. This does not make the generals any less valuable.

David’s men vowed that this battle will be David’s last visit to the war front. No more physical presence and fighting at the war front. He could stay at home to train others, dispense his wisdom, give insight into effective strategies of warfare, direct them on how best to wage war for victorious outcome.

He can be like Moses on the mountain top while Joshua leads the others in physical combat (Exodus 17:8-16).
David’s men were patriots in the best sense of the word. They were very loyal to him and care about his welfare. How loyal is our family to us? How committed are the people to the pastor? Is their attitude like that of David’s men who saw David so to say as the light of Israel and will not want him quenched? Are they ready to break through enemy host to bring us water from the well of Bethlehem? (2 Samuel 23:14-17). Can they hazard their lives for us? (Acts 15:26; 20:24; 1 Corinthians 16:15,16; Colossians 4:12,13; Philippians 2:25-30; John 11:8,16).

Never rest until every giant in your life has been wiped out!

