COMMUNION: THE PATTERN OF ABRAHAM

Genesis 14:18-20

The passage under consideration relates the historic meeting between Abraham (then called Abram) and Melchisedec. However the principles contained therein transcend that era. They are much relevant to New Testament christianity.

Christ our Saviour is emphatically declared to be a priest after the order of Melchisedec (Hebrews 6:20; 7:14-22; Psalm 110:4). Christians are unmistakably regarded as the seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:8,9,14,16,29).

Whatever principles then that we learn from the relationship of Melchisedec and Abraham can be applied to the relationship of the priest after the order Melchisedec and the seed of Abraham.

CONVERSION FROM A GODLESS PAST Genesis 12:1
Genesis 12:1; Joshua 24:2; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 John 1:6,7; 2:6; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; 10:20,21; 11:27-30

Abraham’s spiritual journey did not start in Genesis 14. Before he qualified to receive communion from Melchisedec, God’s priest, he already belonged to God.

Abraham could testify of a changed life. He had already repented of his sins, left his godless past behind him and followed the Lord in this new path of righteousness. He already left his country with its godless indifference, his kindred and father’s house with their attachment to idolatry (Genesis 12:1; Joshua 24:2).

Every true communicant ought to have experienced God’s grace in redemption. To eat in a sinful state is to eat damnation unto oneself not discerning the Lord’s body (1 Corinthians 11:27-30).

Those who come to the Lord’s table ought to have parted ways with the devil and sin (1 Corinthians 10:20,21). Christ has no concord with Belial and light has no communion with darkness (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 John 1:6,7; 2:6; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8).
COMMUNION FROM GOD’S PRIEST Genesis 14:18

1 Corinthians 10:16,17,21; 11:20-29; 5:6-8; Luke 22:19-20; Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26

Melchisedec was the king of Salem as well as being a priest of God. In his spiritual capacity as priest, he administered communion to Abraham. The communion consisted of “bread and wine”. Abraham received the communion.

Today, Christ is the priest after the order of Melchisedec and He administers to the seed of Abraham through His under-shepherds. We need to remember that it is HIS TABLE (1 Corinthians 10:16,17,21; 11:20-29; 5:6-8; Luke 22:19-20; Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26).

CONFIRMATION OF GOD’S PLAN Genesis 14:19

Genesis 12:2,3; Numbers 22:12; 23:8,20; Psalm 129:8; Isaiah 61:9; Genesis 32:28; 35:10.

God’s plan was to bless Abraham and make him a blessing (Genesis 12:2,3). God has already made this known to Abraham.

However following communion, Melchisedec, God’s priest confirmed God’s plan. Melchisedec blessed Abraham and also declared “Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth”.

This will always be the action of a true servant of God. When God blesses, he cannot reverse it. It is his duty to confirm and reinforce (Numbers 22:12; 23:8,20; Psalm 129:8; Isaiah 61:9; Genesis 32:28; 35:10).

COMMITMENT TO GOD’S PROGRAM Genesis 14:20

Malachi 3:10; 1 Corinthians 9:7-14; 2 Samuel 24:24; 2 Corinthians 12:15; Deuteronomy 16:16,17; Luke 12:48.

Worship is always a two-way affair between man and God. We give God praise, we receive blessings from Him. He gives us blessing and receives adoration and worship from us. It is always a “give and receive” situation.

Here Melchisedec as God’s priest administered communion and blessing and received tithes. Abraham in contrast received communion and blessing and gave tithes of all.

Before Abraham paid tithes of all to Melchisedec, three things happened:

(1) He received bread and wine from Melchisedec

(2) Melchisedec blessed him

(3) Abraham enjoyed victory over his enemies because of God’s power.

The lessons and principles we learn from this are:

(a) Every communicant who receives bread and wine from Christ who is the priest after the order of Melchisedec ought to be a tithe payer.

(b) Every person that Christ has blessed ought to pay tithes.

(c) Who have enjoyed God’s power over the devil, victory over enemies and devourers ought to pay tithes.

Abraham’s tithe was his practical way of showing his commitment to God’s program. God wants meat in His house. Bringing the tithes and offerings will guarantee the availability of this meat. Paying our tithe is a definite indication of our commitment to God’s program (Malachi 3:10; 1 Corinthians 9:7-14).

Abraham paid tithes of ALL. He did not pay tithes of some.

Abraham believed that God is the possessor of heaven and earth as Melchisedec declared, so he paid tithes out of that which God has given unto him. Do you believe the same? Not paying our tithe is an evidence that we don’t believe that God owns it all.

We are not to appear before God in worship empty-handed (Deuteronomy 16:16,17). Spend and be spent for God (2 Corinthians 12:15). Never offer unto God that which cost you nothing because God gave unto us His Son to die at calvary for us. God gave us what cost Him most (2 Samuel 24:24).

