CHARTING A NEW FRONTIER
Philippians 3:13,14
Our circumstance and environment do influence the level of our achievement in life. However, our attitude and disposition play greater roles in getting us to where God plans for us to be.

All things being equal, the optimist stands a greater chance of achieving a higher success than the pessimist for many reasons:

· Optimists establish new objectives, pessimists raise new objections.

· Optimists envision new possibilities, pessimists spot new problems.

· Optimists discover momentous opportunities, pessimists alert us to mammoth obstacles.

Optimists see the potential in problems, pessimists discover the problems in possibilities. The optimist goes ahead to find the solutions to the problems and challenges confronting him so that he can realize his potential. The pessimist is stopped in the tracks by the problems and never takes advantage of the opportunities that present themselves to him.
We are living in challenging and exciting days. God expects us to forget the failures and successes of the past and chart a new frontier to the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

NEW OBJECTIVES

Philippians 3:13,14; Isaiah 43:18,19; Jeremiah 29:11; John 9:4; Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 2:21.
Nobody operates in a vacuum. We have a past, live in the present and hope for a future. We stand upon the platform of the past to launch in the present into the glorious opportunities of the future.

Except we let go of the past, we cannot lay hold of the future: “Forgetting those things which are behind” (Philippians 3:13).

We need to learn to forget the past – both the positives and the negatives, the victories and the vicissitudes, the fruitfulness and the failures, the happiness and the hurts, the success and the sorrows, the fulfilled dreams and the far-fetched defeats, the distinctions and the disasters, etc.

Refusal to forget the negatives of the past means that we will be permanently anchored to the shoreline of failure refusing to launch out into the deep for new possibilities (Luke 5:1-5).

Refusal to let go of the positives of the past means that we will be resting on our laurels and therefore crush the laurels (1 Kings 13:1-33).

Now is the time to thank God for past achievements, learn lessons from past failures but establish new objectives in every area of our lives:
1. Spiritual life – Punctuality in God’s house, dedication and renewed vigour for God’s service, new targets for spiritual growth, etc.

2. Family life – Quality of family life in relation to love, forgiveness, cooperation, harmony, understanding, etc.

3. Other areas of life – Financial, career, etc.

NEW OBSTACLES

Psalm 23:4; Mark 5:35-41; Nehemiah 2:18-20; 4:1-6; Proverbs 24:10; Acts 20:22-24; 1 Samuel 16:1-8; Judges 6:14-25.
As we establish new objectives, we must be ready to encounter new obstacles. The road ahead will not always be smooth. We must be prepared to travel the rough road, ford the turbulent rivers, cross the dangerous ravines, walk through the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:4).
Obstacles are challenges that provide new opportunities when they are overcome. Every new invention is an old problem solved, a pestering obstacle overcome.

The fact that it was Jesus that told us to pass over to the other side does not shield us from experiencing storms on the sea (Mark 5:35-41).
Any road without obstacles leads no where

NEW OPPOSITIONS

2 Samuel 5:17-25; Zechariah 3:1-5; 1 Corinthians 16:9; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9.
Satan is the archenemy of the saints and he hates to see us succeed. Hence every new door that opens for us will be met by Satan’s opposition either directly or indirectly. Every victory will be contested.
Pharaoh rose to a new level of wickedness once the possibility of freedom for Israel loomed large in his eyes (Exodus 3:7-10; 5:1-10). The Philistines rose up with satanic hatred to fight against David as soon as he was anointed king over Israel (2 Samuel 5:17-25).

The testimony of Paul the apostle is this: “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries” (1 Corinthians 16:9).

The moment God is about to open the windows of heaven and pour out unto us a blessing, the great devourer and adversary will rise up to resist (Zechariah 3:1-5). Satanic hindrance is a constant reality (1 Thessalonians 2:18).

However, God has given unto us weapons that are not carnal but mighty Through God to the pulling down of satanic strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). We must rise up to resist the devil and fight our way through every opposition to get to God’s appointed place of victory for us (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9).
NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Philippians 3:13; Romans 4:17-21; Genesis 1:1-10; Genesis 26:22,28; Isaiah 43:18-21; 22:22; Revelation 3:7,8.
As we reach forth in faith unto those things which are before, they will materialize (Philippians 3:13). As we call those things which be not as though they are, they will be (Romans 4:17-21; Genesis 1:1-10).
As we perceive the invisible, pursue the impossible, we will possess the incredible. All things will be possible to us as we launch out into the deep by faith (Luke 5:1-8).

The Lord has made room for us in this place, we shall be fruitful in this land (Genesis 26:22,28). The Lord has opened a door for us that no man can shut (Revelation 3:7,8).

As we forget the past and reach forth for the things which are before, the Lord will fulfil His promise concerning us. He has promised to do a new thing if we will but forget the past (Isaiah 43:18-21).

