CHANNEL OF BLESSING

The pathway to happiness and fulfilment in life is to focus on making a contribution. This is the way that God has designed everything. The sun gives light, the land gives nutrition to plants, etc.

It is good to be blessed, it is better having been blessed to be a channel of blessing. “It is MORE blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Choose to be a channel of blessing. Refuse to be a miser in all that pertains to life. Don’t hoard money, information, knowledge, commodities, etc. If you choose to be a channel of blessing, God will so bless you so that all nations of the earth will be blessed through you.

COMMITMENT BEFORE BLESSING

Genesis 12:1-3; Joshua 24:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; Romans 6:1,2; 12:1,2; 13:14; Philippians 4:8; Matthew 6:33

God could not bless Abraham while he was still in the Ur of the Chaldees. God had to first get him out of idolatry and sin (Joshua 24:2). “Get out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house” was God’s clear word to Abraham (Genesis 12:1). It was a turning from idols to serve the living and true God indeed (1 Thessalonians 1:9).

For Abraham it was essentially:

· A new LOCATION, a new LIFESTYLE, a new LORD

· A new DESTINATION, a new DEVOTION, a new DEPENDENCE

· A new HABITATION, a new HOUSEHOLD, a new HOUSE MASTER

The blessing never came until Abraham had obeyed God. Blessing always follows commitment. To expect God’s blessings and grace while living in sin and serving idols is a waste of time (Romans 6:1,2).

Commitment of our souls to God in salvation (Matthew 6:33), commitment of our bodies to God in righteous living (Romans 12:1,2; 13:14), commitment of our minds to God in right thinking (Romans 12:1,2; Philippians 4:8) always come before blessing.

CHOICE OF THE BELIEVER

Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19; 4:5-10; 11:26-29; 27:11-26; 28:1-68; 32:28,29; Psalm 118:17; 2 Timothy 2:7.

Blessing is not just automatic because we have believed. There is the necessity of a conscious CHOICE. Israel as a nation belonged to God but they had to deliberately make a choice. God set before them blessing and curse, life and death, good and evil and they must needs make a choice from each pair. God’s counsel to them was to choose blessing, life and good but the choice was theirs (Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19).

Even today God can show us the best way to go, He can give us good counsel on how to run our affairs, what we do is left to us. God will COUNSEL us but the CHOICE is ours! We cannot claim to be like a nation without counsel and understanding (Deuteronomy 32:28).

Like the Psalmist, choose life instead of death (Psalm 118:17). Make a wise choice that will bless your life!

COMMANDMENT TO BLESS

Numbers 6:22-27; 22:12,20; 23:20; Ezekiel 44:30; Genesis 12:3; Psalm 129:8; 128:5,6; Isaiah 3:10

For the sake of the believer that has chosen blessing, life and good, God has appointed priests that will bless His people.

God can bless without the priestly prayer but He has chosen to bless His people that way. He made the priestly benediction of Aaron and his sons an avenue of imparting His blessings on His people (Numbers 6:22-27). When the priests pronounce the blessing, God confirms and establishes the blessing (Numbers 6:27).

The priest or the prophet of God is forbidden to curse God’s people (Numbers 22:12,20). Rather the priest or the prophet has “received commandment to bless: and He (God) hath blessed; and I (the prophet or priest) cannot reverse it” (Numbers 23:20).

Believers who faithfully tithe are to enjoy God’s provision through the priest that will “cause the blessing to rest in thine house” (Ezekiel 44:30).

The person (priest, prophet, etc.) that curses God’s people will be cursed. If he blesses them as he has received commandment to bless, he will be blessed himself (Genesis 12:3). The Lord has commanded us to say to the righteous that it will be well with him (Isaiah 3:10).

“We bless you in the name of the Lord” (Psalm 129:8).

CHANNEL OF BLESSING

Genesis 12:2,3; Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 14:28,29; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; Proverbs 28:27; 19:17; Isaiah 61:1-3; 50:4; Luke 4:18-21; Acts 10:38; 20:35.

God’s blessing upon the believer is not just an end in itself. The purpose of it is so that we can be channels of blessing. To be a blessing, you must have been blessed. To enrich the lives of others, your life must have been enriched. A river can only overflow its banks and water it if only it is full and overflowing.

After you have chosen blessing, life and good, choose to be a blessing also. You are blessed so that you can be a blessing (Genesis 12:2,3; Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 1 Timothy 6:17-19).

God has blessed you with peace so that you can be a peacemaker (Romans 5:1; Matthew 5:8). He has blessed you with wealth so that you can be a blessing to the poor (Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 14:28,29; Proverbs 28:27; 19:17; 1 Timothy 6:17-19). He has anointed you with power so that you can minister freely to the oppressed and set the captives free (Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 4:18-21; Acts 10:38). He has given you the tongue of the learned so that you can speak a word in season to those who are weary (Isaiah 50:4; Acts 4:34-37).

