BEATING OUR SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES

Isaiah 2:4; Joel 3:10; Micah 4:3

It is a glorious thing when after a civil war a country converts arms manufacturing plants into factories where consumer goods are produced. Such a nation is bound to rebuild the relics of war and restore confidence in the populace.
War is never pleasant and the sooner it is over the better. However after a war, weapons of war lie around and can still be reused when hostilities arise. However conflicts are reduced when weapons of war are few and far between.

Rather than just store our weapons of war, God expects us to convert them to profitable peacetime uses. This we do by beating our swords into plowshares and our spears into prunninghooks (Isaiah 2:4,5; Micah 4:3; Joel 3:10). God is encouraging us to farm rather than fight, to harvest growth rather than murder life.

CESSATION OF PASSIONATE WARFARE

Isaiah 2:4,5; Micah 4:3; Joel 3:10; Galatians 5:15; 1 Corinthians 6:7,8; James 3:14-18; 1 Corinthians 1:11-14; 3:3-9; 1 Timothy 6:4; Luke 22:24; Romans 13:13,14.
God is interested in the permanent cessation of all hostilities and war. It is a great pity that man has hung his harp upon the willows and taken up arms (Psalm 137:2; 140:2).
War and bloodshed fill the news in the media. Peace is no news in our present world. Peace has become a casualty in the community of the living. War has captured the main headlines.

War is never pleasant. Too many innocent souls are bruised and destroyed. God’s idea of the world is not just peaceful co-existence but real harmonious living.
It is a pity that in the church of the living God where peace and cooperation ought to reign, the situation is no better than that of the world. God expects us to be our brother’s keeper but the biting criticism and malicious way we speak about others make us to resemble Cain in attitude (Genesis 4:9; 1 John 3:11,12). God expects us to play the men for our brethren but we sometimes are the ones that supply the enemy with ammunitions to fire our brethren.
Gideon and Jephthah were leaders (judges) in Israel. Early in their ministries, the same situations confronted them but their reactions were different. Gideon’s background as a peaceful farmer and Jephthah’s background as a war lord affected their respective responses (Judges 8:1-3; 12:1-6). Though our respective backgrounds can affect our responses in various situations, God expects that we should allow the scriptures to shapen our reaction and responses – reinforcing our strengths and eliminating our weaknesses.
God is calling us to surrender our swords and beat them into plowshares and our spears into prunninghooks (Isaiah 2:4,5; Micah 4:3; Joel 3:10). We are enjoined not to defraud or devour ourselves (Galatians 5:15; 1 Corinthians 6:7,8).

COMMENCEMENT OF PEACEFUL WORK

1 Peter 3:11; Colossians 3:15; Philippians 4:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:13; 2 Thessalonians 3:16; Hebrews 12:14; Ephesians 4:3; Romans 12:18.
God has positively enjoined us to seek peace and ensue it (1 Peter 3:11). We are to allow the peace of God to rule in our hearts (Colossians 3:15; Philippians 4:7). God expects us to be at peace AMONG OURSELVES (1 Thessalonians 5:13). As God gives us peace, we are expected to follow peace with all men (2 Thessalonians 3:16; Hebrews 12:14).

If God gives us peace and we refuse it, if we refuse to let the peace of God rule in our hearts, then confusion and conflict will characterize our life and relationship with others. The unity of the Spirit can only be maintained in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3).

Though there are people who are never peace loving (Psalm 120:7; 35:20,21; 140:2), yet God expects us to live in peace with people as much as possible and within our capacity (Romans 12:18).

God expects us to follow after things which make for peace and the things wherewith we may edify another (Romans 14:19). Our speech ought to be gracious and upbuilding (Colossians 4:6; Proverbs 15:1; 31:26).

God is looking for those who are peaceable and faithful in Israel (2 Samuel 20:19). Anger and a disposition that is not easy to be entreated are not the marks of divine wisdom (Proverbs 16:32; James 3:14-17). Forgiveness is meant to be continual (Matthew 18:21,22).

The fields are ripe for harvesting and the labourers are few (John 4:35-39; Matthew 9:36-38). We need to leave fighting and killing and commence farming and harvesting. This necessitates exchanging our weapons of warfare for agricultural implements, beating our swords into plowshares and our spares into pruninghooks (Isaiah 2:4,5; Micah 4:3; Joel 3:10).

COMMITMENT TO PROFITABLE WORSHIP

Micah 4:3-5; Isaiah 2:4,5; James 3:14,16; 1 John 3:10-16,20; 4:12; Matthew 15:7-9; Psalm 133:1-3.
If there is bitter envying and strife in our midst, we can not really worship God aright. If we can’t love our brethren that we can see, we cannot truly love God who we have not seen (James 3:14; 1 John 3:10,20).
Love is the evidence of the true knowledge of God (1 John 4:12; 3:14-16). If we don’t want our corporate worship to be in vain, we need to be at peace among ourselves and let the true love of God reign amongst us (Matthew 15:7-9).

It is not sufficient for us to pray for the presence of God to be felt among us, we need to create the condition for it to come as well as to sustain it when it has arrived. An atmosphere of accusation, suspicion and gossip can never promote the free flow of God’s Spirit (James 3:16).
Commitment to profitable worship implies the total and final abandonment of all hostilities and we make up our minds not to learn war anymore (Micah 4:3). The result of this will be peaceful living and profitable worship (Micah 4:4,5).

“O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord” (Isaiah 2:5).

