A NEW VISION AND FRESH START

With every passing day, life is ticking away. What we do in the available time is what is important. There are moments in life when we need to forget the things that are past and reach forward for the price of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13,14). Such moments necessitate a new vision and a fresh start. The man who is too engrossed and satisfied with yesterday’s achievements can never make new discoveries. When you rest on your trophies, they become crushed and useless.

We need to set goals beyond goals, establish new visions when the old ones become fulfilled. Resting on past glories is the way to rusting. The great Roman Empire crumbled for this reason.

We thank God for the achievements of the past. We glorify Him for the valuable lessons we have learnt from past blunders and mistakes. We praise His name for the redeeming grace that has enabled us to travel this path of progress and achievement but the best is yet to come.

Each one of us needs to establish a new vision for our life, family, ministry, etc. We need to make a commitment towards a fresh start.

Where there is no vision, the people always stagnate and die (Proverbs 29:18). Every noble and worthwhile vision leads to goals. Great goals lead to wise plans. Prudent plans lead to intelligent action. The outcome of all this process is achievement.

UNALTERABLE FOUNDATION FOR ACHIEVEMENT

Proverbs 29:18; Philippians 3:13,14; Luke 19:10; Genesis 1:26-28; Nehemiah 1:1-4; 2:1-20; Joshua 24:15.

Goals have been and still remain the unalterable foundation for achievement. No other foundation can be laid. Written or unwritten, goals provide the bedrock on which to build. However goals are better written down for clarity and permanence as the faintest ink is better than the sharpest memory.

When the goal posts are down, the game of life is over. Goals spur us to achievement, pull out the best from us, give us the incentive and the motivation to work hard, help us to keep focused in the midst of discouraging circumstances, gives us a reason to live (raison d'etre) and makes life meaningful and worthwhile.

God had a goal in creating man and He achieved it (Genesis 1:26-28). Man was not just a biological chance occurrence. We are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14). Nehemiah had the goal of rebuilding the broken walls of Jerusalem and achieved it (Nehemiah 1:1-4; 2:1-20). Those who never serve God with their family have never set it as a consuming goal like Joshua (Joshua 24:15).

UNSHAKABLE FOCUS OF ACTIVITIES

1 Kings 20:39,40; Luke 14:28-33; Mark 1:37-39; 10:46,47; John 6:12-15; Nehemiah 6:2-4; 2 Kings 2:1-15.

Goals usually lead to plans, otherwise the goals may remain unachievable. Plans map out the path to the achievement of the goals. There is the necessity of laying out and planning the relevant activities that will ultimately help in fulfilling our goals.

We can be busy here and there achieving nothing (1 Kings 20:39,40). Life is not about being busy but about being positively and inspiringly productive.

Clear goals will lead to well set plans that eliminate the irrelevant. There will be many good activities that we forgo in other to concentrate on the better. The good is always the enemy of the better. Wise men go in for the best and allow the good to pass them by. Aim at being the best that you can be. Don’t allow yourself to be distracted by the innumerable attractions along the way. Don’t stray into the byways of worldliness and compromise. God’s way is the highway. Stay on track.

The man whose goal is travelling to the moon does not plan how to get into a submarine as good and great as that may be for this only takes him further and farther from his goal. Don’t run after every new programme, don’t be fascinated by every new fashion and fancy. The aimless crowd is always excited by every new thing even if it is worthless. Don’t be carried away by crowd psychology. Stand out of the crowd. Stand up and be counted. March to a different drum if you must. Blaze a new trail if you must. Don’t always be satisfied travelling the beaten path.

What are your life goals? How specific are your plans? How focused are your activities? Will the road you are travelling take you to your desired destination?

Those who will soar like the eagle don’t waste their time pecking around with hens.

UNQUESTIONABLE FOOTPRINTS TO ACTION

Ecclesiastes 9:10,16-18; 10:10; 7:19; Proverbs 13:11,4; 12:24; 10:4,5; 22:29; 14:23; 20:4,13; 21:25,26; 23:21; 24:5,30-34; Genesis 2:15; 39:2-6,20-23; 41:46-52; Haggai 1:5-12; Romans 12:8,11; John 9:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:11,12; 2 Thessalonians 3:11,12.
Goals lead to plans and plans lead to action. Plans are like unquestionable footprints that show the way to action. The more spaced the footprints are, the bigger the steps we have to take to follow the footprints. The better the plans, the giant the leaps.

Success is never delivered on a platter of gold. Beautiful plans do not automatically turn to glorious achievement except we put the plans to action. We must not only plan our work but we must also work our plans. Thomas Edison has well said that “success is 2% inspiration and 98% perspiration”. Action is the bridge that separates the winners from the wishers, the victorious from the losers, the achievers from the daydreamers.

The way we perceive WORK determines the motivation and passion with which we work. It is good to perceive WORK as an opportunity for triumph, an opportunity to develop and become what we are meant to be and achieve or actualise our ministerial goals.

The sculptor sees work as an avenue to carve a masterpiece. The footballer sees training as an opportunity to have his skills honed and prepare for greatness. The musician sees practice as an opportunity to produce a classic.

Work is an opportunity for us to live above the level of mediocrity. It provides a platform for bringing our noble dreams to pass. Work is the bedrock of achievement.

The only place success comes before work is in the dictionary.
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