ARISE AND SHINE
Isaiah 60:1-7

Although it takes relatively less effort to arise and shine than it takes to sit down and languish in darkness, yet man’s disposition is always tending towards moaning and self pity and wallowing in defeat.

Defeat saps the vitality out of life. Success invigorates. The journey to success is more pleasurable. The path of defeat is like a hedge of thorns.

Human tendency is always to remain in the status quo. Overcoming our innate inertia takes decided effort. God had to jolt Israel out of their smug satisfaction and contentment to dwell by the mountain side. He told them that they had overstayed their welcome at the mount. It was time for them to move on to new blessings (Deuteronomy 1:6-8). Paul had to tell Timothy to stir up the gift within him (2 Timothy 1:6; 1 Timothy 4:14).

Here in the text under consideration, God had to come to Israel to tell them to arise and shine. The conditions were favourable yet they were making no effort to arise and shine. This is also God’s mandate to us today: arise and shine!

OVERCOMING THE CRIPPLING PAST

Luke 5:1-11; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Judges 11:1-33; Genesis 32:24-32; Philippians 3:13,14; Isaiah 43:18-21; 2 Timothy 1:6; 1 Timothy 4:14; Deuteronomy 1:6-8.
Although light has come and the glory of the Lord has already arisen upon these people, yet they needed to be told, they needed to be stirred up to arise and shine.

They were in a deplorable condition as a nation – many of their sons and daughters were in captivity. They were crippled by the past and were therefore anchored to the shoreline of failure.

Unless we overcome the crippling past, we cannot arise and shine. Except we break the hold of the past, we cannot journey into the future. Except we forget the nights of fruitless toil, we will not be able to launch out into the deep and let down our NETS for a draught (Luke 5:1-11). There will always be a reservation, an hesitancy, an unwillingness to take new risks, to explore new possibilities, to dream new dreams.

Jabez overcame his crippling past to arise and shine (1 Chronicles 4:9,10). Jephthah was born a bastard. He however overcame his crippling past to rise to heroic achievement in Israel (Judges 11:1-33). Jacob prayed through to victory. He overcame his crooked past to rise to become a noble patriarch (Genesis 32:24-32).

We can learn from the past but we must not live in the past. We need to learn to forget and let go the past in order to move on to new blessings (Philippians 3:13,14; Isaiah 43:18-21).
A defeated past can glue us permanently to mediocrity. A successful past can generate in us a kind of smug satisfaction and then we begin to coast along on past glory.

We need to move from a defeated past to a dynamic present. We must learn to move from a successful past to a significant present and fantastic future. The best is yet to come.

OPPORTUNITIES IN THE CHALLENGING PRESENT

Isaiah 6:3-7; Daniel 3:1-20; 6:1-28; 1:17-21; Genesis 41:14-44; Judges 11:1-12; Proverbs 18:16; 22:29; Luke 5:1-8; Revelation 3:8; Isaiah 22:22; 1 Corinthians 16:9 2 Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3; Acts 14:27.
The present may be challenging but it is full of glorious opportunities. Problems are possibilities in disguise. Opposition comes with hidden opportunities. Persecution leads to promotion. Conflict leads to conquest. Every test can lead to a testimony. Every buffeting can be transformed to a blessing. Every mess can ultimately become a message. Trials have a way of changing to triumphs (Daniel 3:1-20; 6:1-28).
If we dare to arise and shine, human as well as financial resources will come to our aid so that we can take advantage of the present opportunities (Isaiah 6:3-7).
Those who decide to arise and shine will attract quality attention as did Jephthah (Judges 11:1-12). Your knowledge, gifts, skills will bring you before kings and create opportunities for you (Proverbs 18:16; 22:29). This was the case of Joseph and Daniel (Genesis 41:14-44; Daniel 1:17-21).

These are times to launch out into the deep and let down your NETS for a draught (Luke 5:1-8). These are days to get access through the open doors that God is making available for us (Revelation 3:8; Isaiah 22:22; 1 Corinthians 16:9 2 Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3; Acts 14:27).
ORGANISATION AND COURAGEOUS PURSUIT

1 Kings 20:39,40; Luke 14:28-33; Romans 12:11; Proverbs 13:11; 10:4,5; 22:29; Genesis 41:45-49,51,52; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23.
Many people miss out on the best in life because they are disorganized. Their plans are in a disarray. They have no clear priorities. They are busy like the lady in the rocking chair who though is having a great time but is making no progress. They are busy here and there. There is no system to their working (1 Kings 20:39,40; Luke 14:28-33).
Success comes through planning and working. Failing to plan is planning to fail. We need to plan our work as well as work our plan. We need to organize ourselves for success. God our Father is a God of order and plan (1 Corinthians 14:33,40; Genesis 1:1-28; Jeremiah 29:11; Isaiah 55:8,9).

We need to also develop the passion for our dreams. Courage to passionately pursue one’s dreams separates achievers from failures. God expects us to be industrious (Romans 12:11). Diligence enriches and elevates (Proverbs 13:11; 10:4,5; 22:29).
A major factor in Paul’s missionary success is abundant labours. He was a passionate, tireless worker (1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23). Joseph’s success as the Prime Minister of Egypt is partly attributable to diligence (Genesis 41:45-49,51,52).
