AMRAM AND JOCHEBED: THE FEARLESSNESS OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:23; Exodus 2:1-10; Acts 7:17-21

Amram was the name of the father and Jochebed the name of the mother of Moses (Exodus 6:18-20; 15:20,21; Numbers 12:1-16). They had three children – Miriam, Aaron and Moses, Moses being the youngest of the three.

Their lives and actions demonstrate another aspect of scriptural faith – fearlessness. Faith is never presumptuous but it is bold, courageous and audacious even in the face of seeming danger (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; 1 Samuel 17:1-52).

MANIFESTING FAITH IN DANGEROUS TIMES

Hebrews 11:23; Exodus 1:16-22; 2:1-10; Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; 1 Samuel 17:11,23,24,32-37; Daniel 3:8-23; 6:1-28; Acts 4:18-20; 5:28,29.
By the time Pharaoh’s edict to execute all newly born Hebrew boys was taking its serious toll, Amram and Jochebed already probably had two children – Miriam, a girl, and Aaron, a boy (Exodus 1:16-22; 2:1-10). This is more so because they faced no problems with the birth of Aaron.
However by the time of Moses’ birth, the law was in full force and being rigorously carried out. Its purpose was the systematic elimination of the nation and the assimilation of the remnant into the Egyptian nation.
Amram and Jochebed could have stopped child bearing since at least they already had two children. They could have reasoned that there is no sense in risking the birth of another child should in case it turns out to be a boy. Fear could have put a stop to their procreative activities.
However, they went ahead to conceive another child. At birth, they discovered the child to be a boy (there was no medical scanning at their time). However, they refused to submit the child for execution. They hid the child three months which was the time it was possible to contain the cry etc. (Hebrews 11:23; Exodus 2:1-3).

God expects the believer to be obedient but we are under no obligation to comply with a cruel, wicked and sinful decree (Daniel 3:8-23; 6:1-28; Acts 4:18-20; 5:28,29).

Amram and Jochebed manifested their faith in a such situation and at such a dangerous time. We are called to do the same even today. We are living in dangerous times:

(1) Physically dangerous – Terrorist attacks all over the place

(2) Morally dangerous – A pastor in Austria was recently sent to prison for preaching against homosexuality from his church pulpit. European Union has recently threatened not to accept Turkey as a member nation because Turkey called adultery a crime that will be prosecuted in Turkey. The Italian Rocco Buttiglione is being rejected as a fit politician to occupy the seat of European commissioner of Justice for saying that homosexuality is a sin.

(3) Politically dangerous – Political oppression in every land – Abacha in Nigeria, Saddam Hussein in Iraq, Mugabe in Zinbabwe, the Taliban in Afghanistan, etc. Human lives are wasted because of political ambition.
(4) Spiritually dangerous – There is the rising backsliding of believers, the love of many growing cold, false doctrines multiplying at an alarming rate and other satanic “gospels” are peddled around.

God is also calling us like Amram and Jochebed to manifest our faith in our own dangerous times. We should not faint or be discouraged but to remember the following memorable words of Paul Harvey:

In times like these it helps to recall that there have always been times like these.

Paul Harvey

MAN’S FEAR AND DESTRUCTIVE TRIALS

Hebrews 11:23; 1 Samuel 17:11,23,24,32-37; Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; 1 John 4:18; Proverbs 29:25.
The fear of man brings torment and a snare (1 John 4:18; Proverbs 29:25). The trial of faith emanating from the devil has destruction as its purpose. Pharaoh’s purpose was to undermine the people’s faith in their national survival and consequently destroy them (Exodus 18-11,15-22).

However, true faith triumphs over fear and trials (1 Samuel 17:11,23,24,32-37). Moses’ parents “were not afraid of the king’s commandment” (Hebrews 11:23).

MOVING FAITH IN DESPERATE TIMES

Exodus 2:3-10; 1 Kings 17:8-16; 1 Samuel 17:23-52; Psalm 37:23; Romans 8:28; 2 Kings 4:1-7; 7:1-20; Esther 4:11,16.
After three months, it became increasingly difficult to hide Moses in the house without being found out. The parents needed to find another way. They had the faith to keep their son alive. Faith will always find a way.

In faith they devised another method. They built an ark of bulrushes daubed with slime, put the child inside and laid him by the brink of river Nile (Exodus 2:3-4).

The daughter of Pharaoh came to bathe in river Nile. It was customary with Egyptian women of rank to bathe in public with their maids. The Nile was honoured as a sacred river. The daughter of Pharaoh discovered the ark of Bulrushes – from human perspective (by accident), from heavenly viewpoint and the perspective of faith (by divine appointment). Why was it that she was the FIRST person to see and rescue the child? Part of God’s plan! (Exodus 2:5).
She immediately recognized the child as a Hebrew child. She could have in patriotism to her father’s edict executed the child. However, God caused her to have compassion on the weeping child. She decided to rescue and adopt the child. Miriam had been stationed nearby to watch the proceedings and having been schooled on the possible actions to take and suggestions to give, she approached Pharaoh’s daughter with good suggestions which she accepted immediately. (Exodus 2:6-10)
The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord (Psalm 37:23). The faith of Moses’ godly parents were honoured  by God (Romans 8:28).

For the widow of Zarephath, she moved by faith in desperate times to feed Elijah (1 Kings 17:8-16). When we move and act by faith in desperate times, God will meet us (2 Kings 4:1-7; 7:1-20; Esther 4:11,16).

MOMENTOUS FAVOUR AND DYNAMIC TRIUMPH

Hebrews 11:23-27; Exodus 2:8-15; 1 Samuel 17:50,51; Psalm 23:5,6; Esther 5:1-8; Nehemiah 1:11; 2:1-18
Miriam went at the bidding of Pharaoh’s daughter to call Jochebed the mother of Moses. Jochebed was employed as a nanny to take care of Moses for a wage. What a miracle – to be paid to raise your own son! Only God can arrange such occurrences (Exodus 2:8-10).
It would have been both foolish and suicidal for Jochebed to identify herself to Pharaoh’s daughter as the true biological mother of Moses. That is not the pathway of faith but the footsteps of foolishness.

God showed the parents of Moses great favour. Moses was preserved, their faith has been rewarded and now even Moses’ upkeep was paid for. This shows the dynamic triumph of fearless faith.

Egypt’s resources were used to raise up a deliverer for Israel from Egyptian oppression and bondage (Exodus 2:8-15; Hebrews 11:23-27). Goliath’s sword was used to cut off his own head (1 Samuel 17:50,51).

