TRIUMPH OVER TEMPTATION AND WORLDLINESS

So many have started the christian race with joy, passion and hope. However it is unfortunate that the passion has dissipated, the fire has died out, their christianity has become history.

Many of them stumbled at the twin problem of temptation and worldliness. Those that were not tripped over by temptation were trapped by worldliness. Many of those tripped over have never managed to rise from their fall. Many of those trapped have been completely choked by the terrible thorn of worldliness.

However things need not be this way. We can triumph over temptation and worldliness. We need not end up as casualties in this spiritual journey. Along the sidewalks lie the bleached bones of those who have fallen by the way side.

TEMPTATION AND THE DEVIL’S WILES

James 1:13-15; Joshua 7:21; Acts 5:1-10; John 13:2,27; Genesis 3:1-6; Job 31:1; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Proverbs 22:24,25; 1:10; 2 Samuel 13:1-7; 16:21-23; Revelation 2:20-23

Temptation is an invitation to sin, a suggestion to go on a detour, an enticement to do evil. Temptation itself is not a sin but yielding to temptation is sin. There are other facts to know about temptation:

(1) Temptation comes to ALL no matter our level of grace, faith and anointing.

(2) Temptation is more deadly at our weakest or vulnerable moments.

(3) The chief agent in temptation is Satan

However Satan can use any tool that makes his job of tempting easier. He can tempt through the corruption of the human heart (Joshua 7:21; Acts 5:1-10; John 13:2,27), he can entice through the mind and the eye gate (Genesis 3:1-6; Job 31:1), he can influence through the counsel or bad behaviour of evil companions (1 Corinthians 15:33; Proverbs 22:24,25; 1:10; 2 Samuel 13:1-7; 16:21-23; Revelation 2:20-23), entice through areas of personal weakness (Judges 14:1-3; 16:1; Romans 13:14; John 12:6) or through the carelessness or deliberate action of others (2 Samuel 11:2-5; Proverbs 7:5-27).

(4) Temptation is one of the greatest wiles of the Devil

Temptation usually looks very innocent and never harmful. However when it is succumbed to, it works death and destruction (James 1:13-15). So many have fallen from grace through it.

TRAP OF DESTRUCTIVE WORLDLINESS

Matthew 13:7,22; Luke 8:7,14; Mark 4:7,18,19; Jeremiah 4:3; 1 Samuel 8:4-5,19,20; 1 John 2:15-17; John 17:16; Ephesians 4:17-21; James 4:4; Romans 8:5-9; 

Worldliness is not so much a practice as a mindset. It is a set of values that informs our conduct. When the heart and mindset is worldly, the actions and practices which are external manifestations of the content of the heart will be worldly.

Worldliness is embracing the thinking, values, culture, principles, fashion, lifestyle of the world that is in sharp contrast to that of God. It is to walk in the vanity of the mind like other Gentiles who don’t know God and to be engulfed with the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life (1 Samuel 8:4-5,19,20; 1 John 2:15-17). The believer is not of the world (John 17:16; Ephesians 4:17-21).

(1) Worldliness is like a thorn and it will choke up the word of God in our lives until we become unfruitful (Matthew 13:7,22; Luke 8:7,14; Mark 4:7,18,19; Jeremiah 4:3).

(2) Worldliness creates enmity between God and us (James 4:4; Romans 8:5-9).

(3) Worldliness eventually takes us from the Lord howbeit slowly like the frog that was boiled alive without realizing it (2 Timothy 4:10).

(4) Worldliness promises so much but in the end offers so little. It is like chasing shadows (Ecclesiastes 1:13,14,17; 2:1-15).

(5) Worldliness is a deadly trap that destroys its victim.

TRIUMPHING THE DIVINE WAY

1 Corinthians 10:13; Matthew 4:1-13; Luke 4:1-13; Psalm 119:9,11; Proverbs 1:10; 1 Peter 2:11; 2 Timothy 2:22; Genesis 39:11; 2 Samuel 11:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:22; Romans 12:1,2; 13:14; 1 John 2:15-17

It has been said that the dog that will be lost never hears the hunter’s whistle. So also the soul that will eternally be lost and damned is always deaf to the voice of the Almighty.

We are men and women of yesterday but God is the ancient of days. He knows the way for us to triumph over the temptation and worldliness that Satan may want to use to destroy our souls. There is a divine way of escape for every temptation that may befall us (1 Corinthians 10:13).

(1) Resist every suggestion and invitation to sin with the word of God (Matthew 4:1-13; Luke 4:1-13; Psalm 119:9,11; Proverbs 1:10).

(2) Resist the devil and reject every passionate urge to go astray (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9).

(3) Flee youthful lust, fleshly lust and stay clear of the tempter and anything appearing evil or doubtful (1 Peter 2:11; 2 Timothy 2:22; Genesis 39:11; 2 Samuel 11:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:22).

(4) Never love the world, never be conformed to the world or be entangled with its affairs (1 John 2:15-17; Romans 12:1,2; 2 Timothy 2:4).

(5) Never make provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof (Romans 13:14).

(6) Be crucified to the world and let the world be crucified unto you (Galatians 6:14; Colossians 2:20).

(7) Set your affections on heavenly things and lay your treasure in heaven (Colossians 3:2; Luke 12:33,34; Matthew 6:20,21).

(8) Be positively and aggressively committed to God’s highest standard of righteousness and committed living (Philippians 2:21; Galatians 2:20).

(9) Put on the whole armour of God, watch and pray (Ephesians 6:11-18; Matthew 24:42).

