THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Just as the Jewish passover was for God’s redeemed people in the Old Testament, the Lord’s supper is for 

God’s redeemed people in the New Testament.

Though the Jewish passover prefigures the Lord’s supper, yet the Lord’s supper is more far-reaching in its importance and implications, its redemptive benefits. The passover lamb is killed every year as the passover is celebrated but Christ our passover is crucified for us ONCE and for all. There is indeed a remembrance but never a part or full re-enactment of the sacrifice of calvary.

To truly partake of the Lord’s supper is to declare our allegiance to the King of kings for to partake of the meal is to partake of the Lord’s altar (1 Corinthians 10:18). It is a declaration that we are in fellowship and are at peace with fellow believers, that our lives are devoid of sin, evil, malice and hypocrisy. The true communicant is a soul prepared for the trumpet sound. It is our way of remembering calvary as well as anticipating the Lord’s return.

PROVISION FOR THE FORGIVEN

Exodus 12:43-51; Matthew 26:20-30; Mark 14:17-26; Luke 22:14-20; John 13:1; Acts 2:42,46; 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:26-34; 5:6-8.

Israel as God’s people partook of the passover from which the Egyptians were excluded. They partook of the meal by virtue of redemption, their belonging to the Lord. They were far from being sanctified, the roots of murmuring and the adamic nature were not yet destroyed in their lives as their behaviour in the wilderness after leaving Egypt showed.

In a similar vein, the Lord’s Supper is a provision for the forgiven. The apostles were not yet sanctified or baptised in the Holy Ghost when they first partook of the Lord’s Supper.

The converts in the early church all partook of the Lord’s Supper as soon as they were converted. Obviously some of them could have been saved, sanctified and baptised in the Holy Ghost at the same time like Cornelius and his household (Acts 10:44-48), however the experience of the generality was not like that as the revival in Samaria showed (Acts 8:1-8,14-17).

Salvation is the primary requirement for partaking in the Lord’s Supper for the Supper is the Saviour’s provision for the forgiven.

The prerequisite for taking the Lord’s supper is self-examination and a life of sincerity and truth (1 Corinthians 11:26-34; 5:6-8).

PARTAKING BY FAITH

Romans 14:23; 1:17; Galatians 2:20; 3:11; Hebrews 10:38; 11:6; Habakkuk 2:4; Exodus 12:13; Revelation 12:11; 1 Peter 1:18,19; 2:24.

The Lord’s Supper is more than a mere religious rite. It is more than christian tradition or church ordinance. It has spiritual basis, implications and benefits.

We must eat the Lord’s Supper in faith for this is the way we can appropriate the redemptive benefits of the Lord’s Supper. The Lord expects us to eat and partake of it by faith for any other way is sinful (Romans 14:23).

To eat the Lord’s Supper without faith can never be pleasing to God (Hebrews 11:6). The just lives and eats by faith (Romans 1:17; Galatians 2:20; 3:11; Hebrews 10:38; Habakkuk 2:4).

We partake by faith and appropriate the redemptive benefits in the broken body and the shed blood (Exodus 12:13; Revelation 12:11; 1 Peter 1:18,19; 2:24).

PARTICIPATION IN FELLOWSHIP

1 Corinthians 10:16,17; 11:20-22; 14:33,40; 5:6-8; 3John 9-11; Acts 2:42,46; 20:7; Exodus 12:1-51.

The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance for the BODY OF CHRIST. The one bread signifies UNITY. The cup signifies COMUNION. Individualism is therefore excluded (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). Just as the Jewish passover was an ordinance for the whole nation as a collective body and could not be exclusively and individually celebrated, so also the Lord’s supper (Exodus 12:1-51).

We must be in fellowship with the body of Christ before we are qualified to eat of the Lord’s Supper. There is no room for keeping malice (1 Corinthians 5:6-8). There is no room for hypocrisy. Judas Iscariot with a hidden agenda and who was not truly in fellowship was not qualified to partake in the first Lord’s Supper

Rowdiness and confusion is excluded. Peaceful fellowship is essential for us to truly keep the feast (1 Corinthians 11:20-22; 14:33,40).

A person like Diotrephes that is scattering the body of Christ and militating against its unity is not qualified to partake of the Supper (3John 9-11).

PRIORITY OF FAITHFULNESS

1 Corinthians 5:6-8; 11:27-30; Matthew 16:6-12; 13:33; Mark 8:15-21; Luke 12:1; Galatians 5:9; 2 Timothy 2:16-18.

In addition to being saved and forgiven, there is the necessity of right living in the present. Faithfulness to the Lord is essential. We must not be living in hypocrisy. We must not be keeping malice as this will be like leaven.

“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened … Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:7,8).

We cannot allow an iota of hypocrisy or a speck of malice in our lives as this will defile us and render us unqualified for partaking in the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 5:6). Leaven is symbolic of sin and defilement (Matthew 16:6-12; 13:33; Mark 8:15-21; Luke 12:1; Galatians 5:9; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8).

There is therefore the priority of self-examination so that we can truly qualify to partake of the meal (1 Corinthians 11:27-30).

We need to separate from false teachers and to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadduccees (Matthew 16:6-12; 2 Timothy 2:16-18).
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