THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

There is no magic about salvation. God has promised to show mercy to the repentant (Isaiah 55:6-8; Proverbs 28:13). The result of God’s pardon and cleansing is salvation.

There are many people who like to feel saved. Salvation is by faith and not by feeling. Others like to earn salvation by doing good works. Salvation is by grace and not by works (Ephesians 2:8-10). Salvation is an accomplished fact. We only need to come to possess.

Temptation to sin is not an indication that we are not saved. Everybody gets tempted. It is yielding to temptation that leads to sin.

Knowing that we are saved gives backbone to our faith and lends robustness to our experience. You need to have a personal assurance that you are saved. Don’t wait for anybody to assure you that you are saved. Use the God-ordained method to acquire the assurance of salvation.

WAY TO GENUINE SALVATION

1 John 1:6,9; Mark 1:15; Acts 17:30; Psalm 51:3,4; 32:1-5; Proverbs 28:13; 2 Corinthians 7:9,10; 1 Corinthians 5:2; Romans 10:9-13

There are people who claim to be saved but who have never tasted of the salvation of the Lord. They have never drunk from the wells of salvation (Proverbs 30:12; Isaiah 12:3). The evidences in their life point to the contrary.

Mouth profession of being saved is not sufficient evidence that we are saved. A crooked life is an indication of being a sinner (1 John 1:6).

God’s way to genuine salvation is very simple. It can be summarized in a phrase: repent and believe (Mark 1:15; Acts 17:30).

It is not sufficient to repent. We must turn to God in faith for the forgiveness of our sins, for cleansing, justification, regeneration, redemption, adoption, translation, etc.

Repentance is turning around from the path of sin to the path of righteousness. With the heart we then believe unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation (Romans 10:9-13).

The way to genuine salvation can be itemised as follows:

(1) Acknowledgement of our sins (Psalm 51:3,4; 32:1-5)

(2) Confession of our sins to God (Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9)

(3) Godly sorrow for our sins (2 Corinthians 7:9,10; 1 Corinthians 5:2)

(4) Repudiation and forsaking of our sins (Proverbs 28:13; Romans 6:1,2; Job 11:13,14)

(5) Receiving God’s salvation and forgiveness by faith (Romans 10:10)

WITNESSES OF GRACIOUS SALVATION

Romans 8:16,15; Ephesians 1:13,14; 2 Timothy 2:19; 1:12; 1 John 1:9; 3:1,14; John 1:12; 9:24,25; Romans 10:9-13; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:17.

Salvation is a mighty change that its arrival cannot but make a difference in the life of a person. There are many indicators that reflect a genuine salvation experience:

(1) Witness of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:16,15; Ephesians 1:13,14; 2 Timothy 2:19)

(2) Witness of the Holy Scriptures (1 John 1:9; John 1:12; Romans 10:9-13; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4)

(3) Witness of our spirit (Romans 8:16; 1 John 3:14,1; John 9:24,25; 2 Timothy 1:12)

(4) The noticeable change and transformation (2 Corinthians 5:17)

The newness of life of the newly converted is an indication of genuine salvation. Have old things passed away in your life? Have all things become new? (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Is there a great change since you met the Lord and got born again? The beer you used to drink? The brothels you used to visit? The lies you used to tell? The ‘joint’ you used to stand at? The stealing you used to do? The oracles you used to consult? Your husband you used to abuse? Your wife you used to beat?

To say you know Christ and walk contrary is to be a liar (1 John 1:6).

WALK OF GOD’S SAINTS

Titus 3:8; 2:11,12; Matthew 3:8; Colossians 2:6; 4:6; 1 John 2:6; 1 Peter 2:21; Romans 13:12-14; Ephesians 5:8,11,12; John 8:29,47.

If we have tasted God’s grace, we will walk the walk of believers. God expects those who have been saved to be careful to maintain good works (Titus 3:8).

God’s gracious salvation teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and to walk soberly, righteously, in this present world (Titus 2:11,12).

One of the evidences that show true salvation is the fruit of repentance in the life of the converted (Matthew 3:8):

(1) Upright walk in the steps of Christ (Colossians 2:6; 1 John 2:6; 1 Peter 2:21)

(2) Forsaking all unfruitful works of darkness (Romans 13:12-14; Ephesians 5:8,11,12)

Pornographic magazines, regalia of the occult, sinful boyfriend/girlfriend relationships, all gadgets of idolatry and prostitution etc. will be done away with.

(3) Chaste and edifying conversation (Colossians 4:6; 1 Peter 3:15; Proverbs 31:26; 15:1)

(4) Thirst and hunger for God’s word (1 Peter 2:2; Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:13)

(5) Open identification with Christ and God’s people (2 Timothy 2:12; Matthew 10:33; Psalm 119:63)

(6) Complete separation from the world and worldliness (2 Timothy 2:19; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18)

(7) Obedience to God’s word and commandments (Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 11:28; John 8:29,47)

