PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE KINGDOM

Becoming a christian in the Bible sense (i.e. being born again) is an invitation to blessing. The liberated sinner is translated from Satan’s kingdom of falsehood and darkness into the kingdom of God’s own dear Son, a kingdom of truth, light and freedom (Colossians 1:13).

There are tremendous privileges in the kingdom that become ours when we declare our allegiance to Christ and cast in our lot with the Lord. However with privileges come responsibilities. It is a privilege to be in position of power. But this carries great responsibilities to use the power aright for its intended purpose. When this is not so, there is the abuse of power. It is a privilege to be singled out and appointed a watchman over a community. However it also carries great responsibilities to warn the people of impending danger and be committed to the safety of all (Ezekiel 3:17-21; 33:1-16).

Every true privilege carries with it its attendant responsibility. It is a privilege to be wealthy and blessed. Such is responsible for being a blessing to others (Genesis 12:2,3; Deuteronomy 15:7-11).

There are many misguided souls who are only interested in the blessings and the privileges and retract at the mention of the duties and the responsibilities. Such need to be clearly told that privileges and responsibilities are an inseparable pair.

FATHERLY CARE OF THE SAVIOUR

Romans 5:1,2; 8:1,11,14-17,33,34; Colossians 3:15; John 16:23,24; Luke 10:19; Psalm 23:1-6; 1 Peter 1:8; Isaiah 58:11; 30:21.

The believer is a sheep in the Saviour’s sheepfold. The Saviour is our shepherd, indeed the great and chief shepherd (John 10:11; 1 Peter 5:4). He has appointed undershepherds to take care of the flock (1 Peter 5:1-5; Jeremiah 23:4; 3:15). Because the Lord is our shepherd, every need is met (Psalm 23:1-6).

The many privileges we enjoy in the kingdom include among others:

(1) Eternal life in Christ and a sense of belonging (John 3:16,36; 1 John 3:1,2; Romans 8:15-17)

(2) Healing and health (1 Peter 2:24; Exodus 15:26; 3 John 2; Romans 8:11)

(3) Freedom from guilt and condemnation (Romans 5:1; 8:1,33,34)

(4) Divine peace and assurance (John 14:27; 16:33; Philippians 4:7; Colossians 3:15; 2 Thessalonians 3:16)

(5) Access to the Father (Ephesians 2:18; Romans 5:2)

(6) Privilege of answered prayer (Hebrews 4:14-16; Matthew 7:7-11; John 16:23,24; 1 John 3:22; 5:14,15)

(7) Protection and preservation from evil (2 Timothy 4:17,18; 2 Thessalonians 3:2,3; Psalm 91:3,9-11)

(8) Power and authority over Satan’s works (Luke 10:19; 9:1,2; Matthew 16:19)

(9) Provision for every NEED (Psalm 23:1-6; 34:10; 35:27; 37:25; 24:1; Philippians 4:19)

(10) Joy unspeakable in the Holy Ghost (1 Peter 1:8; Philippians 4:4; Romans 14:17; 15:13; 2 Corinthians 1:24; 8:2; 7:13; Galatians 5:22)

(11) Divine care, compassion, comfort and fellowship (Psalm 103:13,14; 1 Peter 5:7; 1 John 1:3)

(12) Spiritual guidance and leading (Psalm 32:8; Isaiah 58:11; 30:21; Acts 13:2; 16:1-9; Romans 8:14)

(13) Hope in life and death (1 Corinthians 15:19; Colossians 1:27; Proverbs 14:32; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

FAITHFUL COMMITMENT TO SERVICE

Genesis 12:2,3; Matthew 20:1-6; 21:28-32; 25:14-30; Philippians 1:29; 3:10; 1 Corinthians 3:9; Luke 19:12-27; 16:10-12; 1 Timothy 3:13.

We are blessed to be a blessing. We are saved to serve (Genesis 12:2,3). We are called to service, to be a partaker of Christ’s suffering, to be labourers in the Father’s vineyard and not to stand all the day idle (Matthew 20:1-6; Philippians 1:29; 3:10; 1 Corinthians 3:9). God expects us to be obedient, faithful children who are busy labouring for him (Luke 19:13; Matthew 21:28-32).

The Great Commission is for all believers, not just for the leaders and pastors in the local church (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 1:8).

We must not receive the grace of God in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1). We must put our time, talent and treasure in the service of the Lord. Never hide your talent in a napkin in the ground. Use it for God’s glory and the expansion of His kingdom (Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:12-27).

Whatever talent you don’t use will be lost. Whatever you use will be refined and multiplied. Faithfulness in a little opens doors to greater opportunities (Luke 16:10-12; 1 Timothy 3:13; Matthew 25:21,23: Luke 19:17-19).

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO THE STOREHOUSE

Ecclesiastes 10:19; 7:12; Leviticus 27:30-34; Malachi 3:8-12; 1:6-14; Proverbs 3:9,10; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Acts 17:28; 1 Timothy 6:7,17.

It takes money to oil the wheels of the gospel. Indeed money can be a defence and can answer all things in the sphere in which money is needful and useful (Ecclesiastes 10:19; 7:12).

God expects the true believer to be a financial supporter of the storehouse where his needs in the gospel are met.

The TITHE is God’s basic demand on EVERY believer. It is a material testimony to a spiritual commitment. It is our physical declaration that in Him we live, move and have our being (Acts 17:28; 14:17; Matthew 5:45; Psalm 24:1; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; 1 Timothy 6:7,17).

The tithe is not ours. It is not a gift to the Lord. The tithe belongs to the Lord. Whether we bring the tithe to the storehouse or not does not change the nature of it. It is the Lord’s and it is holy unto the Lord (Leviticus 27:30-34; Malachi 3:8-12; Proverbs 3:9,10; Deuteronomy 26:1-15).

To refuse to pay the tithe is to be a robber (Malachi 3:8,9) and be consequently cursed. To pay the tithe is to be an obedient child and to be blessed (Malachi 3:10-12).

The tithe is the tenth (10%) of our income. It is not just any tenth, it is the FIRST tenth, the FIRSTFRUITS! (Deuteronomy 26:1-15). God is not interested in the DREGS at the bottom of the barrel. He demands and deserves the CREAM at the top (Malachi 1:6-14).

