CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE IN PERSECUTION

Many started the christian life with zeal and enthusiasm but have since gone back because of persecution (Matthew 13:5,6,20). Persecution is Satan’s method of putting pressure on us to forsake the way of righteousness.

God can use persecution though negative to bring about a positive benefit in our lives. To suffer with Christ is to reign with Him (Romans 8:17; 2 Timothy 2:12). The overcomer’s crown awaits those who endured to the end and are victorious (Revelation 3:11,12).

Persecution can help to mould our character, perfect, establish and strengthen us (1 Peter 5:10; James 1:2-4). The fire helps to harden and bake the pot strengthening the clay. The trial of our faith helps us to depend upon the Lord and never loose focus of heaven the better country. The church has thrived much better in adversity than in times of ease and convenience.

CERTAINTY OF PERSECUTION

2 Timothy 3:12; Matthew 5:10-12; 10:22; Mark 10:28-30; Acts 9:16; 1 Corinthians 4:10; 2 Corinthians 4:11; Philippians 1:29.

The Bible establishes it beyond any reasonable doubt that persecution is assured in the christian life. We cannot avoid it: “YEA, and ALL that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12).

The world hates Christ (John 15:18). The world will hate the believer because he loves Christ and follows His precepts (John 17:14,16). Persecution comes to us because of the world’s and Satan’s fundamental hatred for Christ and His followers (John 15:19,20).

Persecution essentially is suffering for Christ’s and righteousness’ sake (Matthew 5:10-12; 10:22; Mark 10:28-30; Acts 9:16; 1 Corinthians 4:10; 2 Corinthians 4:11).

Too many christians see only the sunny side of christianity. However they need a balanced dose of the scriptures. Consider the following scriptures:

“For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, NOT ONLY to believe on Him, BUT ALSO to suffer for His sake” (Philippians 1:29).

“But he shall receive an hundred fold now in this time, … WITH persecutions” (Mark 10:30).

CATEGORIES OF PERSECUTION

Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Peter 2:23; Luke 6:22; Nehemiah 4:1-6; John 7:1-5; 15:25; Acts 5:41; 12:1-15; 16:23-25; Hebrews 10:34.

Persecution is suffering as a result of our faith and it comes in different guises and diverse forms:

(1) Verbal assault and reviling (Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Peter 2:23)

(2) Mockery, scorning and reproach (Luke 6:22; Nehemiah 4:1-6)

(3) Rejection by loved ones and ostracism (Luke 6:22; John 7:1-5)

(4) Beating, scourging, and physical assault (Acts 5:41; Jeremiah 20:1,2).

(5) Imprisonment and incarceration (Acts 12:1-15; 16:23-25)

(6) False accusation and slander (Genesis 39:6-20).

(7) Vandalization and destruction of personal property (Hebrews 10:34)

(8) Hatred without any justifiable reason (Matthew 10:22; John 15:25)

(9) Execution and martyrdom (2 Corinthians 4:11; Acts 7:58-60; 12:1,2; Revelation 2:13)

The Devil is at the root of every persecution, motivating people to make life difficult for us to the intent we can backslide. Persecution can come from ungodly rulers like Nebuchanezzar, unconverted colleagues, unbelievers, religious people, false brethren, ignorant and misguided believers.

COMPORTMENT DURING PERSECUTION

1 Peter 4:12; 2:23,29; 2 Timothy 3:12; Matthew 5:11,12; Luke 6:22,23; Hebrews 10:34; James 1:2-4; Romans 12:17-21

There is correct christian attitude in persecution and there can be wrong comportment in times of trial and buffeting. The scriptures stipulates how a christian should comport himself in times of persecution:

(1) There should be no element of surprise in persecution

Persecution is part of the normal christian life (1 Peter 4:12; 2 Timothy 3:12). We are not alone in it. The prophets before us were persecuted (Luke 6:23). Jesus our Lord and Master was persecuted. We are not greater than our Master (John 15:20).

(2) We are expected to count it all joy

Christ said we should rejoice and be exceedingly glad (Matthew 5:11,12; Luke 6:22,23; 1 Peter 4:12,13; Hebrews 10:34; James 1:2-4;). The apostles rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for Christ’s name (Acts 5:41).

(3) Patient endurance without retaliation

We are to patiently endure persecution (James 1:12; 5:11; 1 Peter 2:20; Matthew 10:22). There should be no retaliation of any kind to our persecutors. We must not curse or revile (Luke 6:27-29; Romans 12:17-21; 1 Peter 2:23,29; 1 Corinthians 4:12; Matthew 27:39; Mark 15:32). God expects us to do good to our persecutors.

(4) Cultivate a thankful attitude and create an atmosphere of prayer and praise

God expects us to pray for our persecutors (Luke 6:28; Acts 7:58-60). Like Paul and Silas in prison, we can pray and praise God (Acts 16:21-25; Philippians 4:6; Romans 5:3).

(5) Never fear and know that God is on the throne watching

There is no need to fear persecution.  God Himself knows it is coming (Jeremiah 1:17-19; Matthew 10:28). God will undertake for us. Though we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, God is with us (Psalm 23:1-6).

We must have faith in God’s ability to deliver us. He delivered Daniel and the three Hebrew children (Daniel 3:1-15; 6:1-15). He delivered Peter from vicious Herod and the wicked people (Acts 12:3-11). He will deliver us from unreasonable and wicked, faithless man (2 Thessalonians 3:1-3).

(6) Never compromise but stand firm in your biblical conviction

The purpose of persecution is to make us deny Christ. Stand firm upon your biblical conviction. Don’t bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol (Daniel 3:16-18). Don’t bend to the opinions of others (1 Kings 22:13,14). Don’t forsake your spiritual disciplines (Daniel 6:1-28). Keep on keeping on.

We should rather choose to go through persecution than to compromise because of ease and worldly enjoyment (Hebrews 11:25).

