THIS IS MY REHOBOTH!

Genesis 26:1-33
Life is not always simple and straightforward. Occasionally a lot of factors interact in a complex way to produce the situation we find ourselves.

For Isaac in the valley of Gerar, there were three essential factors that we could recognise: the harsh famine, the hard-hitting foes, and the Heavenly Father.

FAMINE: CAUSING OBSTRUCTION AND DAMAGING INCREASE

Genesis 26:1,2; 12:10-20; 41:54-57; Psalm 33:19; 37:19; 105:16; Job 5:20; 2 Kings 6:25-33; Amos 8:11; 
Abraham had experienced famine in his days. Now this was another famine in Isaac’s days (Genesis 26:1).

Famine always causes obstruction to increase. It creates unfavourable conditions for fruitfulness. Essentially famine damages increase.

Famine can be likened to times of economic crisis and collapse, dwindling opportunities and declining productivity.
God knows that times of famine will come and He has promised to keep us alive in famine (Psalm 33:19; 37:19; Job 5:20).

Famine is synonymous with lack of essential provision. Famine of the word means lack of the word (Amos 8:11). Famine of bread means lack of bread (2 Kings 6:25-33; Psalm 105:16).

We might be living in times when we are threatened with famine, the environment is hostile and we may be tempted like Isaac to backslide. God is saying “go not down into Egypt” (Genesis 26:2).

What a timely word. What a glorious warning. Sojourn in Gerar and wait for the blessing of the Lord.

FOES: CONSTANTLY OPPOSING AND DESTROYING INCREASE

Genesis 26:7-11,14-33; 1 Corinthians 16:9; Judges 6:3-6; Malachi 3:11; Matthew 13:19,24-30; Leviticus 26:16,17
The people of the land were not as friendly as Isaac had hoped. Isaac called his wife Sarah his sister because of the fear of the people (Genesis 26:7-10).

Even the king of the land who at first was cooperative later turned against Isaac (Genesis 26:11,16,26-31).

Divine prosperity in the life of Isaac caused citizens of the land to envy him (Genesis 26:14). Envy led to hatred and they decided to destroy all the wells that Isaac inherited from his father Abraham (Genesis 26:15).
Isaac decided to restore the wells back to service. As he restored one well after another, the Philistines fought him and took them away (Genesis 26:18-21).

Isaac did not allow their persecution to dampen his passion for living. He was very positive about life. Loss of a well only strengthened his resolve to dig another well. He kept on keeping on until the enemy was tired and let go (Genesis 26:14-22).

Let your passion for life and your perseverance in your pursuit wear out the enemy! Keep on digging until you find your Rehoboth (Genesis 26:22). Isaac continued even beyond this point to discover and dig new wells (Genesis 26:25,32,33).

FATHER: CREATING OPPORTUNITIES AND DECREEING INCREASE

Genesis 26:6,12-14,19-22; Isaiah 1:19,20; 3:10; 49:15,16; Numbers 23:20; Psalm 23:5; 27:10; Joshua 1:2,5 
Abraham was dead at this time and could render no help to Isaac in his predicament (Genesis 25:7-11). However his heavenly Father was alive and available to help him. Moses the leader may be dead but God is alive and He will lead and take you into the promised land (Joshua 1:2,5). The king may not be able to help but God is a very present help in the time of trouble (2 Kings 6:25-31; Psalm 46:1).
The heavenly Father came to the help of Isaac. When earthly parents and helpers fail, God our heavenly Father will be there for us (Psalm 27:10; Isaiah 49:15,16).

God told Isaac not to go down to Egypt even though Egypt may look promising (Genesis 26:1,2). God is telling us not to go down into the world even though it may seem alluring and glittering (1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4; 1 Corinthians 7:31; 2 Timothy 4:10).

Isaac listened and was blessed (Genesis 26:6,12-14). Obedience will always bring blessing (Isaiah 1:19,20).

Although the environment was hostile (famine) and the people were troublesome and vindictive (envious, oppressive, aggressive, punitive, etc.), God still blessed Isaac.

Irrespective of the famine and the foes, the Father will continue to create opportunities for you. If one door closes, He will open another. If they forcefully take one well from you, He will give you the strength and the wisdom to dig another one (Genesis 26:19-22).

The Father has decreed increase for you and nobody can stop it. He has blessed and Balaam cannot reverse it (Isaiah 3:10; Numbers 23:20; Psalm 23:5). He has made room for you in this land and you will be fruitful in the land. Whether the Devil likes it or not, this is your Rehoboth! (Genesis 26:22).
