THE WICKED SERVANT II
Luke 19:12-27

Sin is not only defined by what we do but also by what we do not do. To know to do good but to neglect doing it is reckoned as sin (James 4:17; Romans 14:23).

Wickedness is not only when we have committed lewd acts but also when we have failed to put to good use our God-given endowment. Whatever we fail to use will be taken away from us and given to somebody else who will make good use of it.

We have already seen that the wicked servant was:

· Scornful and Foul Mouthed

· Stupid in Financial Matters

· Slothful in the Father’s Ministry

The above represent who he was, the nature of his character, the action that he took or didn’t take.

Now we are about to study the reward or recompense he received, or see where he ended. He was:

· Skipped for Favourable Mantle

· Stripped of Full Money

· Sentenced to Final Misery

SKIPPED FOR FAVOURABLE MANTLE
Luke 19:15-27; 16:10-12; Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Kings 19:21; 2 Kings 3:11; Exodus 17:8-10; 33:11; Numbers 11:28; John 4:8; Matthew 14:19-21; 15:36-38; 21:1-3; Acts 6:1-7
The first servant that turned his pounds to ten pounds was rewarded with the rulership of ten cities. The second servant that turned his pound to five pounds was given the rulership of five cities. Their reward was proportional to their faithfulness, diligence, wisdom and result (Luke 19:15-19). The favourable mantle of leadership fell upon them. They have been faithful in a little, they were assigned to a greater responsibility (Luke 16:10-12).
However, the wicked servant did not receive commendation but rather condemnation. He was skipped for the favourable mantle of leadership and given no profitable reward. “Have rule over xxx cities” was never to be his portion.

Faithfulness in serving tables paves the way for us to become evangelists like Stephen and Philip (Acts 6:1-7).

Faithfulness in distributing food, going to buy bread, procuring donkey paves the way for full apostolic authority and leadership (John 4:8; Matthew 14:19-21; 15:36-38; 21:1-3).

Faithfulness in ministering to Elijah by “pouring water on the hands of Elijah” paves the way for being a prophet in Elijah’s stead (1 Kings 19:21; 2 Kings 3:11).

Faithfulness in being Moses’ servant paves the way to stepping into Moses’ shoes (Exodus 17:8-10; 33:11; Numbers 11:28).

Those who have not been faithful in handling their pound cannot qualify for ruling over cities (Luke 19:15-19).
The believer that is not faithful in handling the unrighteous mammon is not prepared for receiving the true riches (Luke 16:10-12). Those who do not pay their tithe do not qualify for positions of leadership in the local church.

STRIPPED OF FULL MONEY
Luke 19:19-27; 8:18; Mark 4:25; Matthew 25:14-30; 13:12; Esther 8:1,2; Acts 1:20-26; Psalm 109:8; 
The wicked servant was stripped of the pound and it was given to the servant already having ten pounds. It was a double jeopardy. He received no city to rule over but he even lost his initial endowment (Luke 19:19-27).
Unfaithfulness does not only rob us of our reward but also paves the way for the forfeiture of our original endowment. “Use or loose it” is the name of the game.

The rich use and invest their money and their net worth grows bigger, the poor abuse and squander their money and they descend into deeper poverty.

Unfaithfulness and wickedness caused Haman not to receive a reward but also to be stripped of his honour and assets which were given to another (Esther 8:1,2).

Judas Iscariot received no reward but was also stripped of his apostleship (bishoprick) and given to another (Acts 1:20-26; Psalm 109:8).

When we profitably deploy all that God has endowed us with, we create avenues for receiving more. However unused endowments will atrophy! To him that has, more will be given but even the little that others are complaining about will be withdrawn! (Luke 8:18; Mark 4:25; Matthew 13:12).
SENTENCED TO FINAL MISERY
Luke 19:26,27; 12:45-48; Matthew 25:25-30; 12:36,37; 7:21-23; 24:48-51; Revelation 21:27; 20:11-15
It was not just that the wicked servant received no reward, was stripped of his initial endowment, he also ended in the dungeon of destruction and death. He was to be slain and sent into outer darkness (Luke 19:26,27; Matthew 25:25-30).

The other faithful servants did not only receive commendations and reward, but they also were to enter into the joy of the Lord (Luke 19:12-27; Matthew 25:14-30).

Our eternal state will largely be determined by how we have employed our God-given endowment of time, talent and treasure.
If we waste our time speaking idle words, judgement and sentence of condemnation is certain (Matthew 12:36,37).
If we spend our money promoting prostitution, encouraging alcoholism and sponsoring oppression, our eternal peril is certain (Revelation 21:27).

You cannot spend your talent serving and building for the Devil but expect to dwell with God in eternity.

Those who are unfaithful in the deployment of their God-given time, talent and treasure can be sure that they will be sentenced to final misery.

Personal Notes

