THE WICKED SERVANT I

Luke 19:12-27

Many people associate the word “wicked” with outrightly bad and sinful behaviour. However, this parable throws a new light and fresh understanding on how God perceives things.

The man was referred to as a servant just like other servants and yet in the end he was branded a “wicked” servant (Luke 19:13,20-22). It is possible to be a servant of the Lord and yet in the end be branded a wicked servant.
He didn’t commit fornication or adultery, he was not involved with idolatry or stealing yet he was still labelled wicked. His speech, attitude, work habits, all combined to label him as wicked.

SCORNFUL AND FOUL MOUTHED

Luke 19:21; Numbers 12:1,2; 16:1-3,11-14; 1 Samuel 25:4-17; 2 Samuel 16:5-8,13; Judges 8:1-3; 12:1-4; 3 John 9,10; Matthew 12:32-37
This servant was very scornful and foul mouthed. He bad-mouthed his master: “For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layest not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow” (Luke 19:21).
There are believers who are scornful and spiteful with their words, intimidating with their comments, create an atmosphere of fear and dread with their speech. Often times they think it is an evidence of maturity or they do it to insulate themselves from challenges and confrontation with other people. This is contrary to the spirit of scripture and expectation of God.
Examples abound in the scripture – Miriam and Aaron, Korah, Dathan and Abiram, Nabal, Shimei, the Ephramites, Diotrephes (Numbers 12:1,2; 16:1-3,11-14; 1 Samuel 25:4-17; 2 Samuel 16:5-8,13; Judges 8:1-3; 12:1-4; 3 John 9,10).
Their end is also similar to the end of the servant in this parable. They ended badly (Numbers 12:4-15; 16:31-35; 1 Samuel 25:37,38).

God’s standard for the believer’s speech is for it to be gracious, seasoned with salt, soft and conciliating, respectful, encouraging, edifying, etc. (Colossians 4:6; Ephesians 4:29-32; 5:3,4,20; Philippians 4:6; 1 Peter 3:15; Proverbs 15:1,2,4; 1 Samuel 25:23-35).

Bad-mouthed people always end up with severe judgement for with our words we will either be justified or condemned. Your words will bring you either commendation or condemnation (Luke 19:22; Matthew 12:34-37).

Our words and manner of speech are reflections of the quality and state of our heart and character (Luke 6:4,5; Matthew 12:34,35; James 3:1-18).

STUPID IN FINANCIAL MATTERS

Luke 19:12-27; Matthew 25:14-30; Ephesians 5:15; James 1:5-8; Proverbs 4:7; Ecclesiastes 11:1-6
Life is never without risk. When we eat, we take the risk of the teeth biting the tongue. When we drink water, we take the risk of it mistakenly going into the wrong track. When we travel, there is the risk of having an accident. When we start a business, there is the risk of loosing our entire capital. Life is about taking intelligent risks, eliminating as many challenges as possible, arranging things so that the odds are in our favour. However, the bottomline is that we need to take risk to experience progress.

The other servants took risks with the capital committed to them and eventually multiplied the capital (Luke 19:12-19). However, the last servant decided not to take a risk with the capital. He wanted to play it safe. He wrapped up the capital in a napkin and buried it in the ground. At the coming of the master, he dug it up and presented the capital intact. He looked the smartest of all but the master said he was the most foolish (Luke 19:20-27; Matthew 25:24-30).

	Taking no risk in life is the greatest risk we can take.


Was the capital really preserved and intact? Not really! Inflation and devaluation would have affected its purchasing power. The least he could have done is to have kept the capital with deposit takers and they could have paid some interest that could go a long way in helping to preserve the purchasing power of the money. Of course there is the possibility of the deposit takers going bankrupt and out of business!

Not wanting to risk failure will make a student never attempting an examination and thereby forfeiting the possibility of passing and earning a promotion.

The servant spoke smugly and confidently thinking his strategy was the best. The master dubbed it the worst. It was a stupid way to handle money. How many servants of the Lord are stupid in financial matters!

SLOTHFUL IN THE FATHER’S MINISTRY

Luke 19:13,20-27; Matthew 25:24-30; Amos 6:1; Jeremiah 48:10; Judges 5:23; 8:1; 12:1-3; Romans 12:11; Ecclesiastes 9:10; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23
One of the problems of this servant was that he was not ready to put effort like the other servants. He loved an easy life. He wanted to take things easy. He wanted to play smart. He believed his master was a taskmaster who drove people for personal advantage reaping where he has not laboured. It was a bad mentality and philosophy.
The master of course sowed and merited the harvest. The master gave him capital and was just in requesting a return on that capital. God has endowed you with talent, gifts, grace, knowledge, strength and He will demand a return on them.
Not wanting to contribute to the master’s net worth was the foundation for laziness in this servant’s life. His “monkey dey work, baboon dey chop” philosophy was his undoing.

The bottomline is that he was slothful in the master’s business. Are you slothful in the Father’s ministry? Are you occupying till the Lord comes? Are you at ease in Zion? Are you holding your sword back from blood? (Luke 19:13; Amos 6:1; Jeremiah 48:10).
Are you like the people of Meroz who refused to participate in a national battle? Are you like the Ephramites who never respond to battle cries? Are you fervent in the spirit serving the Lord? Are you doing with all your might what your hands find to do in the ministry? Are you more abundant in labours like Paul the apostle? (Judges 5:23; 8:1; 12:1-3; Romans 12:11; Ecclesiastes 9:10; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23).
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