THE UNCHANGING COMMISSION II
John 20:21-23; 17:18

“As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21).

“As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world” (John 17:18).

The Father sent Christ into the world, not to roost with sinners in the world but to redeem them, not to be corrupted by the world but to change the world. He was meant to be the salt and the light of the world (Matthew 5:13-16; John 1:4-9; 8:12; 9:5; 12:46).

Christ had a vision and He was sent with a mission (Luke 19:10; Matthew 18:11; 1:21; Mark 10:45).

Christ was sent with power and authority (Acts 13:38; 2:22).

Just as God sent Christ, He is also sending us on the same terms, with the same mission, with the same equipment of power and authority. Ours is an unchanging commission.

Christ lived with the consciousness that He was sent and this informed His action and lifestyle (Matthew 10:40; 15:24; 21:33-38; Mark 9:37; 12:1-10; Luke 4:43; 9:48; 10:16; 20:10-18; John 3:16-21,34; 4:34; 5:23,24,30,36-38; 6:29,38-40,44,47; 7:16,18,28,29,33; 8:16,18,26,29,42; 9:4; 11:42; 12:44,45,49; 13:20; 14:24; 15:21; 16:5; 17:3,18,21,23,25; 20:21). Even the apostles knew that Jesus was sent (Acts 3:26).

INCORRUPTIBLE AMBASSADOR AND PEACEMAKER

John 20:21; Matthew 3:17; 17:5; 7:24-27; 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; 4:1,2; Ephesians 5:3,4,7,11-14; 2 Timothy 2:16-26
Christ was sent as heaven’s ambassador. He was the Father’s beloved Son that we are to listen to (Matthew 3:17; 17:5).

When He spoke, He did as God’s representative, as heaven’s ambassador worth listening to and that men had to listen to.

Just as an ambassador derives his power and authority from the sending entity, so also Christ derived His power and authority from the sending Father (Acts 10:38: 2:22).

Christ lived in the constant reality of the fact that He was sent on a mission by the Father (John 3:16-21,34; 4:34; 5:23,24,30,36-38; 6:29,38-40,44,47; 7:16,18,28,29,33; 8:16,18,26,29,42; 9:4; 11:42; 12:44, 45,49; 13:20; 14:24; 15:21; 16:5; 17:3,18,21,23,25; 20:21).

He spoke as one having authority and not as the scribes (Matthew 7:27).
He was sent as the Prince of peace reconciling sinful man to his maker (Ephesians 2:1-22; Romans 5:10; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20). He brought peace and goodwill from heaven to mankind (Luke 2:10-14).

The Devil tried to corrupt Jesus and make Him compromise God’s laws. The Devil wanted Jesus to give him the worship that belonged to God only. The Devil wanted Jesus to misuse His power and authority but Jesus could not be corrupted (Matthew 4:1-13; Luke 4:1-13).
He was tempted in all points as we are yet without sin. He remained separate from sinners. He remained heaven’s incorruptible ambassador and peacemaker (Hebrews 4:14,15; 7:26).

As the Father sent Him, even so is He sending us – in similar fashion, on same terms, with the same mission. We have been sent as heaven’s ambassadors and Christ has committed unto us the ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Matthew 5:8). We are to be spokesmen for God. We are to hear the word at God’s mouth and give people warning (Ezekiel 3:17-21; 33:7-9).
We are to live in the consciousness of being sent. We are to be preoccupied with winning the lost just like our sending Lord (John 9:4; 4:1-44; Luke 19:10).

The message of forgiveness and reconciliation has been committed to our trust – reconciling alienated man to his maker, restoring broken lives, reconciling broken marriages, mending broken friendships etc. The wisdom that comes from heaven is first peaceable (2 Corinthians 5:18-20; James 3:17).

However, as heaven’s ambassador and peacemakers, we must know that the Devil and the world will want to corrupt us. There are Jezebels in the preacher’s trail and in the local church that will want to pervert the worship of God by introducing idolatry or pollute the servants of God by fornication (1 Kings 18:4,13,19; Revelation 2:20-23).

There are Micahs that will want to corrupt us with food and material blessings (Judges 17:5,8-13).

There are the wives of portiphars (designer women) ready to corrupt us with immorality (Genesis 39:1-23).

There are Pharisees and scribes ready to corrupt our doctrine with their leaven (Matthew 16:6,12).

There are bad friends ready to corrupt us with bad counsel (2 Samuel 13:1-20) as well as old prophets ready to lead us astray with lies (1 Kings 13:1-33).

We need to renounce the hidden works of dishonesty, shun profane babblings, reject evil counsel, shun evil associations and remain incorruptible ambassadors and peacemakers just as Christ our sending Lord (1 Corinthians 4:1,2; 2 Corinthians 4:1,2; Ephesians 5:3,4,7,11-14; 2 Timothy 2:16-26). 

Samson, David and Solomon were ambassadors of heaven that the enemy managed to trap and corrupt (Judges 14:1-3; 16:1-4; 1 Samuel 25:39-44; 2 Samuel 11:2-5; 1 Kings 11:1-9; Nehemiah 13:26).

Samuel remained an incorruptible ambassador to the end of his day (1 Samuel 12:1-5). Joseph refused to be corrupted by the persistent and strategic temptress (Genesis 39:1-23). We must keep ourselves pure and unspotted by the world (1 Timothy 5:22; James 1:27; 1 John 5:21).
IRREVOCABLE AUTHORITY AND POWER

John 20:22,23; Matthew 3:16,17; 10:1-10; 28:18-20; Mark 1:10; 16:17,18,20; Luke 4:14,15;9:1-6; 10:1-20; Isaiah 61:1-3; Acts 2:22; 10:38
At His water baptism, Christ received the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16,17; Mark 1:10; Luke 4:14,15; Isaiah 61:1-3). His ministry was attested to and attended by signs and wonders (Acts 2:22; 10:38).
He spoke with irrevocable authority – He taught with authority and commanded evil spirits and diseases to leave with authority (Mark 5:1-20).

The Father sent Him with power and authority. When He sent out His disciples on mission, He also sent them with power and authority (Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-20; Matthew 10:1-10).

In the present text, He breathed on them to receive the Holy Ghost and gave them authority to either retain or remit sins (John 20:22,23) and this authority continues till the present (Matthew 16:19; 18:18; Acts 16:4; Hebrews 13:17).
Christ told the disciples to tarry in Jerusalem for enduement of power before the commencement of ministry (Luke 24:44-48; Acts 1:8; 2:1-10).

David and Samson were anointed and empowered before they started their respective ministries (1 Samuel 16:1-23; Judges 13:25).

The empowerment of the Holy Spirit makes a difference in ministry (Judges 6:34,35; 14:6,19; 1 Samuel 10:10).

The basis of our power and authority is because all power has been given to Christ and He has bid us go (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:17,18,20).

We have also been commissioned with power, appointed and anointed to deliver, invested with authority to subdue the kingdom of the Devil. It is irresistible power and irrevocable authority.

INDISPUTABLE ABILITY AND PASSION

Mark 3:20,21; John 4:31-38; 9:4; 2:17; Matthew 21:28-32; 1 Corinthians 9:16,17; Philippians 1:20,21
Christ was sent with the ability to execute God’s will – the wisdom to convince and confound the gainsayers, the insight into God’s word that brings a transforming impact unto people’s lives and He executed ministry with boiling passion.

Executing ministry was more important to Him than physical food (Mark 3:20,21; John 4:31-38; 9:4). He was passionate about ministry and the scriptures declared that the zeal of God’s house had eaten Him up (John 2:17; Psalm 68:9).

Ability without availability frustrates the grace of God in our lives. It allows God’s gifts and endowment to waste away without accomplishing their intended purpose.

Are you able and available? Are you zealous and passionate about kingdom business? He has commanded you to go work in His vineyard TODAY. Are you? (Matthew 21:28-32).

IRRESISTIBLE ADVANCEMENT AND PROGRESS

Matthew 16:18; John 15:16; 19:30; 1 John 3:8; Acts 10:38; 2:22; Luke 19:12-27; 9:1-6; 10:1,17-20; Mark 16:15-20.
Christ has declared that He will build His church and that the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church (Matthew 16:18).

The advancement of the kingdom of God is irresistible either by the world or by Satan. He has declared that we will be fruitful and that our fruit will abide (John 15:16).

God sent Christ into the world expecting results and there were results – He brought sons and daughters unto glory, He finished the work of redemption at Calvary, He set the captives free. He destroyed the works of the Devil (John 19:30; 1 John 3:8; Acts 10:38; 2:22).

As the Father sent Him, even so He is sending us. There will be results – souls will be saved, the sick will be healed, the kingdom will be expanded, we will seek and get the lost saved.

We are guaranteed irresistible advancement and progress in ministry.
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