THE UNCHANGING COMMISSION I
John 20:21-23; 17:18

“As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21).

“As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world” (John 17:18).

The commission we have received is similar in nature, scope and implementation to the one that Christ received from the Father. God is the sending authority, the world is the place of our appointment, salvation of souls is our mission.
There can be no mission without a commission. However when the “C” and the “M” are missing from the commission, it becomes an omission. The Great CoMmission without our Commitment and Motivation becomes the Great Omission.
INDISPENSABLE CALL FROM THE FATHER

1 Kings 19:15-21; Amos 7:12-15; Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9; 22:14; Isaiah 6:6-9; Acts 9:1-16; Ezekiel 22:20-30
God cannot send us unless He has first called us. The first and foremost calling is at salvation. God does not send sinners on errand. Those who bear the vessels of the Lord must be clean (Psalm 50:18-23; Isaiah 52:11).

Then comes the call to sanctification and surrender (1 Peter 1:14-16; 2 Timothy 2:20,21; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Isaiah 6:1-6).

Following this comes the call to service and sacrifice (Isaiah 6:6-9; Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9; Acts 9:1-16).

Except we have heeded these calls from the Father, we have no business getting involved with the Great Commission.

Many are called but not all respond. Those who respond positively are chosen and commissioned for divine service (Matthew 22:14; Isaiah 6:6-9; Ezekiel 22:20-30).

God always calls the diligent and productive. He called Moses at the burning bush where he was tending sheep (Exodus 3:1-10). He called David from the wilderness where he was keeping sheep (1 Samuel 16:1-23). He called Peter, Andrew, James and John from their fishing business (Matthew 4:18-22). He called Elisha and Amos from their farming enterprises (1 Kings 19:15-21; Amos 7:12-15).

Those who have become leaders or pastors because they have been retrenched from the factory have no call. “Since you are not doing anything, come and let us start a church together” is a disastrous path to ministry.

INEVITABLE COMMITMENT AND FOCUS

John 9:4; 6:12-15; Matthew 4:18-22; 1 Kings 19:15-21; Galatians 1:15-17; Genesis 22:1-3; 2 Timothy 4:1-5
“I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work” (John 9:4).
If we respond positively to the call, then we must commit to implementing the Father’s strategy and that with a sense of urgency and mission as exemplified by our Lord and Saviour as in the above text.

All that were called and accepted the call followed it with commitment and focus. The apostles left their nets IMMEDIATELY. Matthew left the receipt of the custom IMMEDIATELY. Elisha followed Elijah IMMEDIATELY. Saul of Tarsus conferred not with flesh and blood but got busy IMMEDIATELY. Abraham responded to divine summons IMMEDIATELY (Early in the morning!) (Matthew 4:18-22; 1 Kings 19:15-21; Galatians 1:15-17; Genesis 22:1-3).
We need to be focused on our divine assignment and not to be distracted by the world, wealth, wine and women. Samson, David and Solomon were distracted by women (Judges 14:1-3; 16:1-4; 1 Samuel 25:39-44; 2 Samuel 11:2-5; 1 Kings 11:1-9; Nehemiah 13:26). Demas abandoned divine service because he was distracted by the world (2 Timothy 4:10).

The Father sent Christ to be the Saviour of the world and to die on the cross. The world offered Him a seat on an earthly throne as a king. He rejected the offer of the world and stayed focused on the Father’s assignment and mission (John 6:12-15).

Too many pastors are distracted with other business – loading containers, shipping articulator heads, etc. No wonder they are not as effective and successful as they should be.

The offers of the world are always alluring. We must learn to say “no, thank you” and stay focused on our divine assignment.
INDOMITABLE COURAGE AND FAITH

Joshua 1:6-9; 1:2; 3:15; 6:1-20; 1 Samuel 17:1-52; 11:1-15; 2 Samuel 21:15-22; 1 Kings 19:1-4; Jeremiah 20:1-6; Luke 13:31-33; Nehemiah 6:10-14
Commitment to the unchanging commission requires courage and faith. The terrible giants in the land will not disappear overnight. Hence we need to be strong and be of good courage (Joshua 1:6-9). There are overflowing Jordans to cross, seemingly impenetrable walls like the walls of Jericho to battle, Goliath and his siblings to confront etc. (Joshua 1:2; 3:15; 6:1-20; 1 Samuel 17:1-52; 2 Samuel 21:15-22).
There are bound to be oppositions and persecutions from the Sanhedrin, the state and haters of God (Matthew 10:16-25).

There are the likes of  Jezebel, Nahash the Amonite, Pashur, Herod etc. that will try to run us out of town and silence our ministry (1 Kings 19:1-4; 1 Samuel 11:1-15; Jeremiah 20:1-6; Luke 13:31-33). It takes courage to stand our ground like Jesus and Nehemiah (Luke 13:31-33; Nehemiah 6:10-14).

We also need faith to prosper in the ministry. It is faith that assures us of productive labour and fruitful outcome (John 15:5-16; Nehemiah 2:20; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Chronicles 15:7).

We need faith to declare God’s word when it all seems foolish (Isaiah 7:14; 2 Kings 7:1-20; 2 Chronicles 20:14-17).

INESCAPABLE CONFLICT AND FIGHT

1 Timothy 6:12; 1 Corinthians 9:26; Matthew 4:1-13; Luke 4:1-13; Ephesians 6:12-18; Daniel 10:1-21; Ezekiel 28:1-19; Jeremiah 44:15-17; Acts 13:1-10; 2 Samuel 23:9-12.
Commitment to the unchanging commission is an invitation to warfare. It is a catalyst for conflict and battle.
The Devil will fight with his temptation and all sorts so that we do not make good in the ministry (Matthew 4:1-13; Luke 4:1-13). We will have to wrestle against principalities and powers, wicked spirits in high places – the Prince of Persia and the King of Tyrus, the queen of heaven etc. (Ephesians 6:12-18; Daniel 10:1-21; Ezekiel 28:1-19; Jeremiah 44:15-17).

We will fight with beasts at Ephesus like Paul (1 Corinthians 15:32). We will contend with the likes of Alexander the coppersmith and Barjesus (2 Timothy 4:14,17; Acts 13:1-10).

We are called to fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12; 1 Corinthians 9:26). When the battle is hot, don’t run away. When the conflict is fierce, don’t abandon your duty post. When the warfare intensifies, stand your ground like Eleazar the son of Dodo, Shammah, etc. and fight the good fight of faith (2 Samuel 23:9-12).

When the storm is raging and the contrary winds are blowing, keep on fighting, lift up the royal banner, be in the battle for the Lord.
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