THE TEST AND TRIAL OF FAITH

The believer has enemies and friends and will always receive parcels from both. The believer’s enemy hauls at him the trial of faith. The believer’s friend dispatches to him the test of faith.

The tests and trials of faith are inevitable in the believer’s life. It is therefore important that we understand their differences, intentions and how to handle them.
The tests of faith are like the tonic that invigorates and should be welcome. The trials of faith are like venom that kills and should be rejected and fought.

DEVELOPING PURPOSE OF TESTS

Genesis 22:1-14; Hebrews 11:17-19; 1 Kings 17:8-16; Matthew 14:28-32; 2 Chronicles 20:15-25; Luke 1:28-45
Tests are positive in outlook and motive. They provide opportunity for examination and consequent promotion. Tests are organised as stepping stones to achievement.

The tests of faith are avenues that God uses to examine the quality of our faith. An untested faith is a worthless faith. The tests of faith are avenues through which we sit spiritual examinations and therefore qualify ourselves for spiritual promotion.
The test of faith originates from God whose purpose is to use these tests to develop and strengthen our faith.

God tested Abraham to examine the quality of his faith and commitment to when he was called to offer Isaac on Mount Moriah (Genesis 22:1-14; Hebrews 11:17-19).

When Elijah told the widow of Zarephath to bring him his portion of lunch first, the woman’s faith was put to the test (1 Kings 17:8-16).
Peter’s faith was put to the test when he was invited to walk on water. When he started failing the test, Jesus reached out to rescue him (Matthew 14:28-32).
Jehoshaphat’s faith was put to the test when God told him to go to the war front not with weapons but with worship (2 Chronicles 20:15-25).

Mary’s faith was tested when God told her that she will get pregnant without man’s input (Luke 1:28-45).

DESTRUCTIVE PURPOSE OF TRIALS

Job 1:1-22; 2:1-10; Daniel 3:1-28; 6:1-28; Luke 22:31,32; Ephesians 6:16; Genesis 39:6-23; Matthew 4:1-13
Trials are negative in outlook and motive. Trials are put as stumbling blocks to cause us to stumble and fall. The trials of faith are the ways that the enemy seeks to undermine dynamic faith or destroy weak faith. Trials are enemy arrows targeted at the prospering believer (Job 1:1-22; 2:1-10). The Devil directs his fiery arrows against our shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16).
The trial of faith originates from the Devil whose goal is to use the trials to undermine and destroy our faith.

The purpose of the Devil in trying our faith is to sift us like wheat and throw us away like chaff (Luke 22:31,32). When Satan’s purpose is on the way to fulfilment, it is only through God that we can overcome (Luke 22:32).
The fiery persecutions directed at Shadrack, Meshack, Abednego and Daniel were trials of faith to make them bow, bend, compromise and abandon their faith in God. They were destructive in motive (Daniel 3:1-28; 6:1-28).
Every form of assault against our faith is a trial of faith with the purpose of rendering that faith ineffective and useless. The assaults can be fierce temptations like in the cases of Joseph and Jesus (Genesis 39:6-23; Matthew 4:1-13) or fiery persecution and threat as in the cases of Micaiah and Elijah (1 Kings 22:13-28; 19:1-4).
DISTINCTIVE PASS AND TRIUMPH

Genesis 22:1-14; 39:6-23; Hebrews 11:17-19,32-40; 1 Kings 17:8-16; 22:13-28; 19:1-4; 2 Chronicles 20:15-25; Luke 1:28-45; Job 1:1-22; 2:1-10; Daniel 3:1-28; 6:1-28
We can pass the test of faith that originates from a friendly source as well as triumph over the trial of faith that comes from our avowed enemy.
Abraham, the widow of Zarephath, Jehoshaphat and Mary passed the tests of faith directed at them (Genesis 22:1-14; Hebrews 11:17-19; 1 Kings 17:8-16; 2 Chronicles 20:15-25; Luke 1:28-45). Peter failed the test of faith along the way but was helped by Christ (Matthew 14:28-32). Since the purpose of test is to prove our competence and promote us, when we fail, we are helped to re-sit the examination. There is help from God who originated the test in the first place.
Job, the Hebrews, Joseph, Micaiah, Elijah and many others triumphed over the trials of faith that Satan engineered against them (Job 1:1-22; 2:1-10; Daniel 3:1-28; 6:1-28; Genesis 39:6-23; 1 Kings 22:13-28; 19:1-4; Hebrews 11:32-40).

