REIGNING WITH CHRIST IN TIME AND ETERNITY

God’s plan is that here in time and in the world we be His heir and joint-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). His plan is to make us kings and priests so that in eternity we reign with Christ the King of kings and the Lord of lords (Revelation 1:5,6; 5:10; 1 Peter 2:5,9).

It is certain that if we carry His cross we shall wear His crown (Romans 8:17; 2 Timothy 2:12).

CONVERSION AND GRACIOUS TRANSFORMATION

Matthew 7:23; Romans 8:1,2,14-17; 5:1,-8; Revelation 1:5,6; 5:10; Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 56:5-9; 59:1,2; Ephesians 2:1-20
To the sinner and the unfaithful, Christ can only declare: “depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matthew 7:23).

Conversion is the foundation for living and reigning with Christ in time and eternity. Conversion grants us access as heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:1,2,14-17). It opens up to us the possibility of experiencing His power and provision and puts us in position to become kings and priests unto God (Revelation 1:5,6; 5:10).
To be dead in sins and trespasses is to forfeit reigning with Christ and inheriting the kingdom (Ephesians 2:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19-21).

To repent and forsake sin is to experience divine pardon, favour, to be seated in heavenly places with Christ (Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 56:5-9; 59:1,2; Ephesians 2:1-20).

COURAGE FOR GOSPEL TRUTH

Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; Romans 1:16; 2 Timothy 1:8,12,16; 2:12; Jeremiah 1:5-17; Proverbs 23:23; Ezekiel 3:17-21; 33:1-7; Acts 4:18-20
If we are ashamed of Christ and His word before men, He will also be ashamed of us before His Father. If we deny Him, He will also deny us (Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; Romans 1:16; 2 Timothy 1:8,12,16; 2:12; Jeremiah 1:5-17).

As we buy the truth, we must not sell or compromise it (Proverbs 23:23). As we go everywhere preaching the word, the Lord will be confirming the word with signs following (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 1:8). If we are witnesses of His word, we will also be witnesses of His wonders.
We are ambassadors for Christ, we must declare the word of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). We are watchmen for God, we must declare His warning to the erring world (Ezekiel 3:17-21; 33:1-7; Acts 4:18-20). We must speak a word in season to him that is weary (Isaiah 50:4,5).
CONSECRATION IN GREAT TRIALS

2 Timothy 2:11,12; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:10; Hebrews 10:35-38; Galatians 6:9; 1 Peter 4:12-16; Daniel 3:1-28; 6:1-28; Acts 5:40,41; 16:8-26; 2 Corinthians 4:17.
“It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him: If we suffer , we shall also reign with Him: if we deny Him, He also will deny us” (2 Timothy 2:11,12).

Participation in Christ’s death gives us the platform to participate in His life and victory. Tasting the fellowship of His suffering is the forerunner of enjoying His dominion. If we are crucified with Christ, we shall also be crowned with Him (Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:10). As Christ’s cross led to His crown, so will our trials lead to triumph if we hold on for we shall reap in due season if we don’t faint (Hebrews 10:35-38; Galatians 6:9).
The trials of faith are normal and should not take us by surprise (1 Peter 4:12-16). Our faith may be put under fire but God expects loyalty and steadfastness from us (Daniel 3:1-28; 6:1-28).
Like the prophets of old, God expects us to be consecrated in great trials. Examples of people like Jeremiah, Micaiah, the apostles in the New Testament should encourage us (Acts 5:40,41; 16:8-26; Hebrews 11:35-40).

Our light affliction is indeed but for a moment but it will surely accrue for us a far5 more exceeding and eternal weight of glory (2 Corinthians 4:17).

COMMITMENT TO GETHSEMANE TARRYING

Luke 22:44; 18:1-10; Genesis 32:24-32; Hosea 12:3-5; Exodus 17:8-16; 2 Chronicles 20:1-25; Psalm 60:12
Christ came to a crossroad in life. Going forward was such a heavy burden. He won the victory by praying. His sweat at Gethsemane was likened to drops of blood (Luke 22:44).
We will also come to such crossroads when giving up seems to be the easiest and the safest option, when quitting seems to be the logical thing to do. However we can triumph through the kind of Gethsemane tarrying that Christ did.

We may be abandoned by people, left alone with God. Jacob experienced this at Jabbok and Peniel (Genesis 32:24-32; Hosea 12:3-5). Moses experienced this in the battle against the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16). Hezekiah experienced this when Sennacherib threatened to invade and overthrow him (2 Chronicles 20:1-25).
When all hell breaks loose, we can triumph through Gethsemane praying just as Christ triumphed over the forces of evil at this important crossroad in the history of humanity.

CERTAINTY OF GLORIOUS TRIUMPH

Romans 8:17; Revelation 1:5,6; 5:10; 3:10,11; 1 Peter 2:5,9; 2 Timothy 2:12; 4:7,8; 1 Peter 5:1-5; 2 John 8
The scripture resonates with the certainty that we are to reign with Christ in time and eternity. Who we are guarantees it – heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). Who we are made confirms it – kings and priests unto God (Revelation 1:5,6; 5:10; 1 Peter 2:5,9).
How we live in faithfulness and steadfastness establishes it (2 Timothy 2:12; 4:7,8; Romans 8:17; 1 Peter 5:1-5; Revelation 3:10,11).

