PREPARATION FOR THE COMING ABUNDANCE

Isaiah 1:1-26; Hosea 6:1-3

God has promised that if we are willing and obedient, we shall eat the good of the land (Isaiah 1:19). Righteousness, obedience, willingness, salvation constitute the best preparation for the promised abundance.
Although the Lord has promised to bless His people, if they do not meet the conditions, if they do not prepare adequately, they may miss the blessing (1 Chronicles 7:13-15).
OBSTINACY AND WAYWARDNESS

Isaiah 1:2-6; Judges 14:1-3,20; 16:1-31; 1 Kings 11:1-14; Nehemiah 13:26; 9:25,26; 1 Samuel 8:7,19; Hosea 7:14-16
God’s frustration over Israel was voiced out by the prophet Isaiah: “I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me” (Isaiah 1:2).

Israel was rebellious and obstinate. They were not considering God’s way and words. They were deep in sin and like a ship laden with iniquity (Isaiah 1:2-6).
Some believers take God for granted. In their waywardness, they go against the light they have received. Like Samson and Solomon, they exercise sinful liberties (Judges 14:1-3,20; 16:1-31; 1 Kings 11:1-14; Nehemiah 13:26).

Israel many times rejected God’s counsel and were wayward (1 Samuel 8:7,19; Nehemiah 9:25,26; Hosea 7:14-16).

OCCULTISM AND WICKEDNESS

Isaiah 1:15-17; Hosea 2:8-13; Jeremiah 44:15-17; Ezekiel 8:7-18; 22:6-15,24-29; 1 Samuel 28:1-7; 1 Corinthians 10:19-23
Israel went into idolatry, occultism and deliberate wickedness. Their hands were full of blood and were deliberately oppressive (Isaiah 1:15-17).

They were sacrificing to idols and worshipping Satan (Hosea 2:8; Jeremiah 44:15-17; Ezekiel 22:6-15,24-29; 1 Corinthians 10:19-23).

OBEDIENCE AND WILLINGNESS

Isaiah 1:18-20; Hosea 6:1-3; Matthew 6:33; 3 John 2; Luke 11:28; Job 36:11,12; 2 Chronicles 26:5
Sin will always be a reproach to any people (Proverbs 14:34). In the case of Israel, obstinacy and rebellion, waywardness and iniquity led to desolation and divine abandonment (Isaiah 1:7-9).

Occultism and wickedness made God to close His ears to their prayer (Isaiah 1:15).

Sin will always lead to captivity and poverty (Nehemiah 9:25-27; Hosea 7:12,13). Forsaking the Lord will always lead to disaster (Isaiah 1:20,28; Hosea 2:8-13).
Righteousness will always exalt a nation (Proverbs 14:34). Seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness will always lead to abundance (Isaiah 1:19; Matthew 6:33; 3 John 2).
Salvation and righteous living is the best preparation for the promised abundance (Isaiah 1:18,19; Hosea 6:1-3). Commitment and obedience to God’s word is the path to blessing (Luke 11:28).

OPPORTUNITIES AND WEALTH

Isaiah 1:19; Job 36:11,12; 2 Chronicles 26:5-8; 1 Kings 11:38; Deuteronomy 4:40; 11:26-28; Exodus 23:22,23; 20:6.
If indeed we are willing and obedient, we shall eat the good of the land (Isaiah 1:19; 1 Kings 11:38; Deuteronomy 4:40; 11:26-28; Exodus 23:22,23; 20:6).

Obedience to God’s express commandment of paying our tithes will lead to abundance (Malachi 3:8-12; Proverbs 3:9,10; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Ezekiel 44:30). The activities of the devourer is rebuked and stopped. Every form of financial drain is plugged and God commands His blessing and increase over our lives.

