PRAYING FOR CHRISTIAN LEADERS I

It is our Christian responsibility to pray for all men especially kings and those in authority because the sanity and functionality of society very much depends on it (1Timothy 2:1-3). We are enjoined to do good to all men as we have the opportunity, but the priority should be to those of the household of the faith (Galatians 6:10). Applying this to the area of prayer is significant. As we have opportunity we should pray for all leaders but especially christian leaders.

Apostle Paul specifically requested for the church to pray for him and other leaders  (2 Thessalonians 3:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:25; Ephesians 6:18,19).
EFFECTIVE DELIVERY OF THE WORD

2 Thessalonians 3:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Ephesians 6: 18-20; Micah 3:8; Jeremiah 23:29-32; 5:14; 1:9,10; Hosea 6:5; 
This is more relevant for those who are “ministering elders”. Some are more administrative and business elders, serving tables and organising the church (Acts 6:2-4; 1 Timothy 5:17).
Prayers Points in this area include:

1. That the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified (2 Thessalonians 3:1).

2. That utterance and unction may be given them  (Ephesians 6:18,19)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
3. Boldness and courage to declare the mystery of the gospel as they ought to (Ephesians 6: 19,20; Micah 3:8).
4. That God’s word in our mouths will be like a refining fire, consuming the dross but refining the gold (Jeremiah 23:29-32; 5:14; 1:9,10).
5. That God’s word will be transforming and shaping God’s people for God’s glory (Hosea 6:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:13).
That God’s word in our mouths will comfort the disturbed as well as disturb the comfortable, sing and sting, hunt and heal and make life changing impacting on people’s lives.

EFFECTUAL DELIVERANCE FROM THE WICKED

2 Thessalonians 3:2,3; Romans 15:30,31; 3:8; 2 Timothy 4:14-18; 3:7-11; 3 John 9-11; 2 Samuel 9:9-13; 16:1-4; 19:24-30.
Preaching the gospel is not entertaining the crowd but rescuing prisoners from Satan’s captivity. For this reason, the Devil does not look kindly on our activity. He will directly or indirectly instigate wicked people against us.
Prayers Points in this area include:


1. That God will deliver us from un reasonable and wicked men (2 Thessalonians 3:2,3).

2. That God will deliver us from unbelievers trying to undermine our faith and destroy our ministry (Romans 15:30,31). 

3. That God will deliver us from the likes of Alexander the coppersmith and from every evil work and every evil worker (2 Timothy 4:14-18; 3:7-11).

4. That God will preserve us and our ministry from the likes of Diotrephes (3 John 9-11).

5. That God will deliver us from the activity of slanderers (2 Samuel 9:9-13; 16:1-4; 19:24-30; Romans 3:8).

ESCAPING DEFILEMENT BY WORD 

2 Corinthians 7:1; 6:14-18; John 17:15; Revelations 2:20-25; Genesis 39:7-20; Judges 14:1-3,20; 16:1-21; 1 Kings 11:1-11; Nehemiah 13:26,27; 2 Samuel 11:1-5.
God expects us to keep our robe of righteousness spotless, to remain undefiled in this dirty world (James 1:27; Jude 21-24).
Prayers Points in this area include:


1. That God will empower us to remain undefiled physically and spiritually (2 Corinthians 7:1; 6:14-18; John 17:15).

2. That God will keep us away from corrupting and defiling Jezebels masquerading as prophetesses and spiritual mentors (Revelations 2:20-25).
3. That God will keep us away from the wealthy and influential seducer who piles daily pressure on us (Genesis 39:7-20).
4. That we will not take God for granted and be toying with immorality (Judges 14:1-3,20; 16:1-3).

5. That God will deliver us from the strange and outlandish women like Delilah (1 Kings 11:1-11; Nehemiah 13:26,27; Judges 16:4-21).

6. That God will preserve us from traps like beautiful Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:1-5).

ESSENTIAL DISCERNMENT AND WISDOM
1 Chronicles 12:32; Esther 1:13; James 1:5-8, 1 Corinthians 6:1-8; 3:10; 4:1,2; 2 Corinthians 8:19-21; 4:1,2; Hebrews 13:18; Ephesians 5:15-17; Proverbs 4:7; Romans 15:31,32
Discernment and wisdom are essential for a fruitful ministry. It helped Nehemiah to escape the various traps of the enemy (Nehemiah 6:2,12,13). It enabled David to be so feared by Saul (1 Samuel 18:14,15         ).
Prayers Points in this area include:


1. That God will enable us, like the children of Issachar to discern the times and know what to do and lead the church in the right path (1 Chronicles 12:32; Esther 1:13).

2. That God will give us wisdom in handling issues in the church (James 1:5-8, 1 Corinthians 6:1-8; 3:10; Ephesians 5:15-17; Proverbs 4:7)

3. Wisdom in presentation and approach so that our ministry will be acceptable to people (Romans 15:31,32).
4. That God will give us the wisdom to be open, honest, transparent and accountable so as to avoid suspicion in ministry (2 Corinthians 8:19-21; 4:1,2; Hebrews 13:18; 1 Corinthians 4:1,2).
Personal notes

